

Syria warns of chemicals against Israel 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Syria will retaliate with chem- 
ical weapons if Israel ever uses nuclear weapon*, 
■Syria's ambassador to Egypt, lssa Darwish. told the 
government weekly A1 Ahram on Wednesday. “The 
response will be severe if Israel goes further in its 
thread to strike Syria with nuclear weapons," Mr. 
ijjtarwish was quoted as saying by A1 Ahram. "Dam- 
ascus will respond by using chemical weapons and 
Syria is now preparing to face up to any Israeli 
threat.” the newspaper reported liim as saying. Israeli 
officials said this month that Syria was producing 
chemicals weapons with help from Russia. Israel is 
believed to have at least 200 nuclear warheads 
although the Jewish state has not admitted to ha vine 
them. 
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‘UAE shipped heavy weapons to Bosnia’ 

LONDON (APi — The Utiiied Arab Emirates (UAE) has shipped 
j consignment of heavy weapon* to Bosnia. Jane’s defence weekly 
icpunei Quoting informed sources, the magazine said the UAE 
shipment includes 3t> 105- millimetre Howitzers of an unknown make 
which have already arrived, and 36 French-built tanks which are to 
foliow. The ship carry ing the artillery guns is believed to still be in 
the harbour at place, a southern Croatian port some II? kilometres 
southwest uf the Bosnian capital Sarajevo, Jane's said. The United 
Slates i> lending a $7U0 million programme to train and equip the 
Muslim-Croat Federation army so it will be on a par with the Bosn- 
ian Serb army. The UAE is one of seven! Islamic countries — 
including Saudi Arabia, Malaysia and Kuwait — which are con- 
tributing to the programme. Western officials say a key aim of the 
programme is a desire to keep Iran out uf the region. 
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Outgoing Iranian 
envoy honoured 


and AMMAN (Petra) — On 

i Brir- ■ behalf R** Majesty King 
is nfr*'"' Hussein, Minister of State 
at J, n ,W fOT F° rei S n Affairs Khaled 
^ r Madadhah Wednesday con- 

g ,,n,c - J fcrred upon the outgoing 
ss rv Wter W Iranian ambassador to Jor- 
lana - ’ dun, Ahmad Dastmaljian, 
in f i die Independence Medal of 
1 'W the First Order. 
a PPing, 0 

see bead, b i Bahra ' 11 ^ not 

t attend GCC summit 

ON (Rut, . 

ish civil MANAMA (AFP) — 
k fearaT^' Bahrain said Wednesday it 
he called 'wuld boycott a Gulf Arab 
Thailand u '*■ suntmit in Qatar next month 

•’ y * amiri a Kinder Hisnnre 


Ac* hi 

if **■ and 


amid a border dispute 
between the two countries 
and Doha's support for 


But Manama’s political opposi- 

r . lion. Bahrain's foreign min- 


'12^ s ? 1 " 1 " isier. Sheikh Mohammad 
-.avL**' Bcn Mubarak Al Khalifa, 
in said country will stay 

fh m ** away from the Gulf Coop- 
ciarion Council (GCC) 
PPo^-Ubb, jununit because “of several 
hrv^r non-brotherly and non-ami- 
1,1 . M ' cable activities" Qatar has 

1 ^ more ) k undertaken against Bahrain. 
; because fc, 

ould m son- MATO to renew 

ne '•imply mandate in Bosnia 

*as all fixaii 


than heino 


ibricatioa TV. BR USSELS (/ 
been an; vc.) North Atlantic 


(AFP) — 
ic Treaty 
(NATO) 


was held be Organisation (NATO) 
a British I ambassadors on Wednesday 
spokeuna agreed that the post-imple- 
y. "The wfc mentation peacekeeping 
ncial diffufc force ^IFOR) in Bosnia 
trying mhdjt should be committed to the 
a score." & region until mid-1998. as 
Maria <anl the United States proposed, 
lousands d: a NATO official said, 
er son lad tr "Everyone has agreed to 
hailand. ik plan on the basis of an 18- 
a year off is month mandate,” the offi- 
He first caBi dal said. The mandate of 
nuhs ago. sc the current 60,000-strong 
ine held b* IFOR expires on Dec. 20. 
i me to s. It will be replaced by a sta- 
i" she raldt bilisation force of about 
phnewfapj' 31,000 men. 
ihoned as* 

ic the dap Israel satisfied with 
t sending or. Lebanon truce panel 

noney. I v*®*. r 

his vri* 1 ' TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
iai vok&afc voiced satisfaction on 
tv cui off'* Wednesday with the 
leuiik'v ltd miernational ceasefire mon- 
modw [tailoring committee set up in 
ilice who South Lebanon after Israel’s 
eicn Office offensive in April against 
Iranian-backed Hizboliah 
•b tovru^ guerrillas. "In our eyes, the 
committee amply justifies 
invasion jtj creation.” the coordina- 

■foStpr for Israeli activities in 
|R' " '■ South Lebanon, Uri 

fl° f, Wlobrarii. told AFP. Mr. 
in ever t»v -Lubrani said he hoped the 
lUthera committee set up six 

wirti months ago would "contin- 

r ken- RJ-iie to do its work with the 
las w .®v^same seriousness and suc- 
ftwn bw -rcess.” 
they y 

~*GMi sole candidate 
Africa — Musa 

( nan CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt on 

1 numb®, 1 : Wednesday stressed that 

ding^.^-tUN. Secretary General 
inu 3 l Boutros Gbali, who is seek- j 

diitv^^rag a second term, was 
•ar. Fi ^® 1 ^ Africa’s only candidate in 

2 st^J ae race. “There is only one ; 

Ueni ^candidate for .Africa and he 

: l«r«i. fJ; is Mr. Boutros Ghaii." 
r* Egyptian Foreign Minister 

0 f their Amr Musa told reporters. 


0 f their ^ Amr Musa told reporters. 
Mr. Musa, who said corisul- 
• rations were still underway 
,05 hriP wtheU.N. Security Coun- 
cil, was replying to a jour- 
) r er 1 nalist who asked him if the 
, (oh 0i)ganisation of African 
Unity (OAU) had another 
^candidate. 

^“J^iEgyptian minister dies 


p^feCAlRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
rra^.^^tlmgation Minister Moham- 
JfpJJWd Abdul Hadi Radi died 
Wednesday after a 
ttf^&^ycar-long battle against a 
jop^^.-.'tf'fwvere illness, the official 
c^Ht; agency MENAreport- 

^ ^ Radi, 59, was hospi- 
;ri- .. v dear Cairo airport on 

? ^-Monday upon his return 
■ nl France where he 

i ^ ji Tended a conference on 
dip 0 “f Doctors said he was 
!K<* ^f^dTering &om a serious 
.fro* 1 ' fjnaemia and general 


U.N. panel adopts 
pricing mechanism 
for Iraqi oil exports 

Movement is fast for implementing deal; 
Anbari expects oil flow to start Dec. 10 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies; — A U.N. 
committee on Wednesday 
approved a formula for set- 
ting the price of Iraqi oil. a 
major political hurdle 
Standing in the way of the 
final go-ahead allowing 
Baghdad to resume oil 
exports for the first time in 
six years. 

Also Wednesday, the 
U.N. staff submined an 
interim report to the Securi- 
ty Council outlining proce- 
dures for exports and distri- 
bution of food and medi- 
cine purchased with oil rev- 
enues. 

Both steps signalled the 
United Nations was moving 
forward rapidly to imple- 
ment the plan under which 
Iraq can sell £2 billion 
worth of oil for an initial 
180-day period to buy food 
and medicine for its people 
suffering the effects of 
international sanctions. 

An Iraqi negotiator said • 
his country was set to 
resume oil exports on Dec. 
10 , initially at the rate of 
500,000 barrels a day. fol- 
lowing the U.N. green light 
for the oil-for-food deal. 

“As soon as contracts 


have been .signed with oil 
companies, we will begin 
exporting, which should all 
happen by Dec. 10 at the 
latest.” negotiator Abdul 
Amir A1 Anbari said in 
Paris. 

Baghdad will export 
"about a half million bar- 
rels per day, if oil prices 
stay at their current high 
level,” he said. "Every- 
thing will depend on the 
price of crude and quanti- 
ties on the market. 

UAE pushes for Gulf 
Arab normalisation with 
Iraq, page 7 

"The arrival of Iraq on the 
oil market will without 
doubt lead to a cut in the 
price,” he added, saying 
however, that Iraq would 
be limited to $2 billion per 
six months. 

Iraq on Monday dropped 
its remaining objections to 
U.N. conditions which had 
held up implementation of 
the so-called oil-for-food 
deal. 

U.N. Resolution 986 pro- 
vides for Iraq to resume 
limited oil exports, by 


exporting S 2 billion worth 
of oil every six months, in 
order to buy food and med- 
icine to help its sanctions- 
hit people. 

Under the terms of the 
resolution, the oil-for-food 
deal comes into force the 
day after U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghaii 
informs the U.N. Security 
Council that all prepara- 
tions have been completed. 

Iraq will sign contracts 
with France's Total, as well 
as British and U.S. oil 
firms, said Mr. Anbari. 

The United Nations 
banned Iraqi exports as part 
of an economic embargo 
imposed after Baghdad 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
The measures devastated 
Iraq’s oil-based economy. 

Last May. Iraq accepted a 
U.N. offer allowing for lim- 
ited oil sales under 
international supervision. 
But the plan was never 
implemented because of 
technical issues, differ-., 
ences with Iraq over inter- 
pretation and Baghdad’s 
military incursion into pro- 
tected Kurdish area* of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel drops demand for written 
guarantee for ’hot pursuit'; Arafat 
insists on dates for further moves 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM called *V areas that are TS1~3.di 
(AP) — Negotiators made under full Palestinian con- ^ a 
some progress on a Hebron trol. ■■ r* 

accord Wednesday after In the past, there have been 3.DUSG Ol 

Israel dropped a demand for several such incidents. 

written guarantees that its including when Palestinians pol/acfini QT1Q 
troops will be allowed to fired at Israeli troops at an A dlColl.llldJ.lu> 
chase suspects into paiestin- outpost in the Gaza Strip and 

ian-controlled areas of the the soldiers chased the \A /1 nP^TTTPPin 
city. assailants inio the "a” area. W 

However, Yasser Arafat is In general, Israeli soldiers -r^ -%r • 

not yet readv to sign an have been careful not to enter JdCII - Jl31T 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Negotiators made 
some progress on a Hebron 
accord Wednesday after 
Israel dropped a demand for 
written guarantees that its 
troops will be allowed to 
chase suspects into paiestin- 
ian-controlled areas of the 
city. 

However, Yasser Arafat is 
not yet ready to sign an 
agreement, said Ahmad Tibi, 
an adviser to the Palestinian 
leader. 

Arafat wants a written 
promise from Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu that Israeli troops 
will withdraw from most 
West Bank rural areas over 
the next year, with timetables 
attached to the pullback 
stages, Mr. Tibi told the 
Associated Press. 

The key sticking point in 
two months of negotiations 
has been Israel's demand that 
its troops be allowed to oper- 
ate in the neighbourhoods 
that are to come under Pales- 
tinian control if they consid- 
er it necessary’ in order to 
prevent attacks on Israelii. 

Mr. Netanyahu aide David 
Bar- Ulan said Wednesday 
that Israel has dropped its 
initial demand for a written 
guarantee on the freedom ol 
movement for troops in 
Hebron. 

Instead. Israel agrees that 
the same terms on troop 
movements will apply to 
Hebron as in the West Bank 
and Gaza areas under full 
Palestinian control, Mr. Bar- 
IUan said. 

■’We can apply what exists 
in the Oslo agreements in 
reference to other areas 
where Israel has the right to 
go on,” Mr. Baf-IIlan said, 
referring to the autonomy 
accords already signed. 

The autonomy accords are 
vague on when Israeli troops 
have the right to enter so- 


called *V areas that are 
under full Palestinian con- 
trol. 

In the past, there have been 
several such incidents, 
including when Palestinians 
fired at Israeli troops at an 
outpost in the Gaza Strip and 
the soldiers chased the 
assailants inio the "a” area. 

In general, Israeli soldiers 
have been careful not to enter 
Palestinian areas, even when 
they knew that a suspect in 
an auack on Israelis has 
sought refuge there. 

Mr. Tibi said Wednesday 
thar Palestinians were firm 
that Israeli troops not be 
allowed to reenter ureas of 
Hebron from which they 
have already withdrawn. 

“'No Israeli soldiers will be 
allowed to enter liberated 
Palestinian areas." Mr. Tibi 
said. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators also remained at 
odds Wednesday over the 
fate of downtown Shuhada 
street, which links several of 
the settler enclaves. The 
street was closed to Palestin- 
ian motorists after the 1994 
massacre of 29 Muslim wor- 
shipers by a Jewish settler in 
Hebron. 

Palestinians demand that 
the street be reopened imme- 
diately after Israeli troops 
redeploy. *'Wc will not agree 
on an agreement which does 
not open the Shuhada street, 
which is a life line for 
Hebron," Mr. Tibi said. 

Israel has said the street 
should remain closed for 
security reasons. 

Despite the remaining dif- 
ficulties. Mr. Netanyahu was 
optimistic and has asked 
Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer to postpone a trip 
abroad so he could be present 
for a cabinet vote on the 
emerging agreement, the 
Israeli daily Ycdiut Ahrono( 
said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Mistreatment of 
Palestinians by Israeli bor- 
der policemen is wide- 
spread, according ro the 
summary of a report by 
attorney general Michael 
Ben-Yair published 

Wednesday by the newspa- 
per Yediot AharonoL 

“This is a phenomenon 
and not something extraor- 
dinary.” Mr. Ben-Yair said. 
"This phenomenon dam- 
ages our moral integrity in 
the eyes of the world ... and 
we must do everything pos- 
sible to stamp it out.” 

Publication of the sum- 
mary came a week after 
Israeli television broadcast 
a 45- minute video showing 
two bonier policemen 
repeatedly kicking, slap- 
ping and abusing six Pales- 
tinian labourers caught try- 
ing to enter the Jerusalem 
area from Ramallah with- 
out permirs. 

A Jerusalem court on 
Tuesday ordered the condi- 
tional release of the two 
border policemen, David 
Ben Abu. 20, and Tzahi 
Shmaya, 19. who have 
been charged with aggra- 
vated assault and abuse of 
power. 

The court ordered the 
defendants released on 
S2.800 bail and placed 
under house arrest until 
their trial. No dale for the 

(Continued on page 7 


Development of Jordan Valley is a 
priority, Regent tells area's residents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
on Wednesdayvisited the 
Damia and Dahr A1 Ramel 
districts in the central Jor- 
dan Valley region where he 
addressed the Abbad tribes 
about the development pro- 
jects underway in their 
region. 

Thanks to these projects 
and others carried out so 
far, the central Jordan Val- 
ley has been transformed 
into a booming area, 
attracting residents and 
more investments, the 
Regent told a public rally. 

The major schemes \o be 
implemented in the Jordan 
Rift Valley. including 
water projects, the Regent 
said, will cost S3 billion. 
He stressed that Jordan 
gives due priority to water 
resources and water use in 
the valley. 

The government seeks to 
carry out development pro- 
jects in all regions without 
any discrimination, said 
Prince Hassan, who urged 
the local authorities to 
adopt cropping systems 
suitable for producing 
high quality products. 

He said efforts should be 
made to solve problems 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Wednesday greets a local 
resident during a visit he paid to the central Jordan Valley (Petra photo) 


facing agricultural produc- 
tion and marketing of pro- 
duce. pointing out that Jor- 
dan is receiving assistance 
from the European Union 
and other parties to develop 
farming. 

Referring ro the develop- 
ment of ihe Balqa region 
which includes the central 
Jordan Valley. Prince Has- 
san cited the planned Balqa 
Applied University and pri- 
vate colleges in the region 


as marking the educational 
development there. 

With reference to the 
problem of Palestinian 
refugees, some of whose 
camps are in Balqa Gover- 
norate. the Regent 
expressed hope that there 
would be no reduction of 
services to the camps. 

Jordan's delegation to 
next month's meeting of 
donor nations will stress 
that reduction will cause 


serious concern to Jordan, 
he said. The Regent paid 
tribute to the Jordanian 
Armed Forces for their role 
in the overall development 
of the country, especially 
in land reclamation. 

Deputies representing 
Balqa Govemorate and 
local officials attended the 
rally, during which nota- 
bles delivered addresses 
pledging allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne. 


House finalises reply to King's speech; 
Ammarin's resignation is unaddressed 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament met on 
Wednesday to discuss and 
finalise items related to the 
opening of its last ordinary 
session but failed to discuss 
a thorny issue in its agenda: 
the resignation of Karak 
Deputy Nazeeh Ammarin. 

Deputies discussed and 
endorsed the House's reply 
to the Speech from the 
Throne, approved the forma- 
tion of the House’s i4 com- 
mittees (see page 12 ) and 
started preparations for the 
Arab- European parliamen- 
tary conference that is 
expected to be held here on 
Saturday. 

However, there was no 
time left after the four-hour 
long session for debating the 
issue of Dr. Ammarin, who 
had submitted his resigna- 
tion in protest of the govern- 
ment's handling of the unrest 
in his city last August. 

Dr. Ammarin presented his 
resignation to the House fol- 
lowing the riots in the south 
after the government’s deci- 
sion to lift bread subsidy. 
Dr. Ammarin cited at the 
time “verbal threats" from 


Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti as the reason behind 
his resignation, insisting that 
his resignation was not per- 
sonal. 

Several weeks after his 
resignation, the National 
Action Front bloc, which 
groups 19 deputies at the 
House, announced it was 
accepting Dr. Ammarin's 
resignation and will approve 
it at the House. 

It was vet not clear 


House elects 
lees, page 12 


commit- 


whether the House's majori- 
ty would accept the deputy’s 
resignation. But the House 
witnessed all morning 
Wednesday continuous talks 
and mediation anioDg parlia- 
mentarians. 

Deputies Taher Masri, 
Suleiman Sa’ad, Fawzi 
Tueiraeh and others were 
seen miking, to Deputy 
Ammarin, who, by the end 
of the session looked 
extremely worn out. If the 
resignation was accepted by 
the House, it will be consid- 
ered as a precedent. And by- 
elections will be held in 
Karak within 45 days of the 
House announcement. 


Deputy' Ammarin told the 
Jordan Times it was up to 
the House to decide on the 
issue since it was too late for 
him to withdraw. He said he 
will defend himself if his 
resignation come under dis- 
cussion. 

Deputies' discussions of 
the House’s reply to the 
Speech front the Throne, 
which will be read by 
Speaker Sa’ad Hayei Srour 
before His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, on Saturday, con- 
centrated at the outset on the 
phrasing of certain clauses in 
the reply but took a different 
tum later when the issue of 
separation between the leg- 
islative and executive pow’- 
ers was brought up. In his 
speech from the throne at the 
opening of Parliament last 
week. His Majesty King 
Hussein called for an in- 
depth study of the introduc- 
tion of the "Norwegian law" 
that disallows deputies from 
holding ministerial portfo- 
lios. 

Leftist Deputy Toujan 
Faisal claimed that such a 
change necessitates an 
amendment in the Constitu- 
tion. An argument that was 
oulrighily countered by cen- 


trist Deputy Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh w’ho noted that 
the Constitution "allows and 
does not enforce” prime 
ministers to include deputies 
in their cabinets. There is no 
need for amending the Con- 
stitution nor is the time ripe 
for opening discussions on 
the subject." he said. “In die 
final analysis, the govern- 
ment has the final say.” 

But Islamic Action From 
(IAF) Deputy Bassam 
Emoush insisted on raising 
the issue in the House's 
reply. The discussion came 
to an end when speaker 
Srour said: "The issue is not 
up for discussion. It is up to 
the prime minister to decide 
whether he wants to appoint 
deputies in his government 
or not.” 

On Saturday, the annual 
Arab-European parliamen- 
tary conference will start 
here with the participation of 
delegations from 160 coun- 
tries. Discussions are expect- 
ed to focus on the activation 
of the Arab-1 srae l i peace 
process, the enhancement of 
the European role and sanc- 
tions on three Arab coun- 
tries. The conference will 
also tackle terrorism, and 
Arab-European pannevship. 


Hans Klein, friend of 
Jordan — 1931-1996 


No more free telephone 
calls for civil servants 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
vice president of the Ger- 
man Bundestag (parlia- 
ment) and former federal 
minister of economic 
cooperation, Hans Klein, 
passed away in Bonn on 
Nov. 26. following a 
severe heart attack. He 
was 65. 

Mr. Klein was a friend 
of Jordan and a good 
friend of many Jordanian 
personalities and had 
served on the staff of the 
German embassy in 
Amman in the mid-sixties 
and other German 
embassies in the region 

Mr. Klein visited Jordan 
several rimes. His last 
visit was in October last 
year at the head of a lai^e 
parliamentary delegation 

During his last visit Mr. 



Hans Klein 

Klein met the speakers 
and members of Parlia- 
ment to review Middle 
Ease peace and bilateral 
relations. 

Mr. Klein is survived 
by his wife and three 
sons. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A decision to 
withdraw all telephone 
lines given to government 
employees us well as mem- 
bers of the Council of Min- 
isters in recognition of their 
official status was taken in 
view of the privatisation of 
the state-owned telecom- 
munications company, offi- 
cial sources said Wednes- 
day. 

The decision was 
announced on Tuesday by 
Telecommunications Min- 
ister Jamai Saraireh, who is 
also chairman of the 
National Telecommunica- 
tions Company, in a state* 
mem carried by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

The withdrawal of lines 
— estimated to run into 


several thousands — takes 
effect on Jan. 1 . 1997. Tele- 
phone lines obtained by 
civ'll servants and ministers 
in their private capacity are 
not expected to be affected 
by the move because they 
settle the related bills them- 
selves. 

"It simply means no more 
free telephone calls for 
civil servants as of the 
beginning of next year." 
said an official source. 

Exemptions from the can- 
cellation of lines will be 
made only under specific 
recommendations made by 
the prime minister — 
meaning that the govern- 
ment will settle the bills to 
the National Telecommuni- 
cations Company, the for- 
mer Telecommunications 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinians to boycott 
most multilateral talks 


occupedjerusalem 

(R) — The Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation (PLO) 
will boycott most multilat- 
eral peace talks to protest 
Israel's delay in implement- 
ing PLO-Israel interim 
peace deals signed last 
year. PLO officials said on 
Tuesday. 

“The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) decid- 
ed.. .that its delegations will 
boycott all multilateral 
talks, except those tackling 
the refugees issue, as a 
protest against lack of 
progress in bilateral peace 
talks as a result of Israel’s 
lack of seriousness in 
implementing interim 
accords" Jamil A1 Tariff, 
Palestinian minister of civil 
affairs, told Reuters. 

Palestinians fear Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who ousted 
Israel’s previous centre-left 
government in May elec- 
tions, is bent on scrapping 
the peace process based on 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace. 


Mr. Netanyahu, who 
opposes trading land for 
peace, says he will nonethe- 
less implement agreements 
signed between the PLO 
and Israel’s former govern- 
ment. 

On Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu paid his first 
official visit to a Jewish set- 
tlement in the West Bank in 
a show of defiance to Pales- 
tinians opposed to his poli- 
cy of expanding such out- 
posts. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
opposes creation of a Pales- 
tinian state, has approved 
building thousands of new 
homes in the settlements. 

“What, you don’t under- 
stand that there were elec- 
tions in Israel? The Arab 
World doesn't understand 
that there were elections in 
Israel?.. .And why not 
develop communities 
here?" Mr. Netanyahu said 
to reporters. 

PLO officials said the 
boycott would last until 
progress is achieved in 
talks on implementing 


signed agreements on 
issues such as Israel's han- 
dover of most of Hebron 
and further West Bank 
redeployments and dates 
were set for resumption of 
final status peace talks. 

Multilateral talks on five 
topics — economic cooper- 
ation. water, the environ- 
ment. arms control and 
refugees — have been held 
since die Middle East peace 
talks were launched 
between Israel and. the 
Palestinians, Syria, 

Lebanon and Jordan in 
1991. Syria and Lebanon 
from the outset boycotted 
the multilateral forums say- 
ing Israel should not be 
integrated into the region 
until there was progress in 
the bilateral negotiations. 

PLO negotiator Hassan 
Asfour said co-sponsors of 
the peace process, the Unit- 
ed States and Russia, as 
well as Europe and Arab 
states — all of which par- 
ticipate in the multilateral 
— had been notified of the 
PNA’s decision. 


Role of UNRWA and crisis facing it 
emphasised at special committee talks 


NEW YORK —The United 
Nations General Assembly has 
completed the First stage in its 
annual consideration of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency’s (UNRWA) 
work when the assembly's 
Special Political and Decoloni- 
sation Comminee (Fourth 
Committee) concluded a two- 
day debate on the agency's 
activities on behalf of 3.3 mil- 
lion Palestine refugees. 

The committee annually 
reviews the work of UNRWA" 
and submits a report and draft 
resolutions for approval by the 
General Assembly, which 
established the agency in 
December J 949 as.a temporary 
measure to, provide humanitar- 
ian assistance id the Palestine 
refugees. 

This year’s- debate opened on 
Nov. 22 with the presentation 
by UNRWA Commissioner- 
General Peter Hansen of his 
annual report to the General 
Assembly. The committee then 
heard statements from the rep- 
resentatives of 27 national del- 
egations. from the European 
Union and 1 1 associated coun- 
tries and from the observers of 
Palestine. Switzerland and the 
Holy See. 

The debate was marked by 
unanimous support for the- 
work of the UNRWA, particu- 
larly in the difficult circum- 
stances confronting the ref- 
ugees in the Gaza Strip. West 
Bank and Lebanon. There were 
also expressions of concern 
from virtually every speaker 
about the critical financial situ- 
ation of the agency, which 
faces an estimated l < N6 budget 
deficit of SI 1.7 million, plus a 
shortage of S3.9 million to 


complete the financing of the 
relocation of UNRWA’s head- 
quarters from Vienna to the 
region during the year. 

Speakers also expressed 
grave concern about the con- 
straints hindering the work of 
the agency — and the hard- 
ships suffered by the refugees 
— as a consequence of the pro- 
tracted closures imposed by the 
Israeli authorities on the resi- 
dents of the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

While commending the com- 
missioner-general and his staff 
for the efforts they were mak- 
ing to improve the accountabil- 
ity of the agency through a dia- 
logue with donors,, improved 
financial transparency and 
management reforms, many 
speakers said that UNRWA’s 
very existence, and therefore 
the security and welfare of the 
refugees, was threatened by the 
structural deficit caused by a 
shortfall of voluntary contribu- 
tions to UNRWA’s budget. It 
was repeatedly stressed that it 
was up to the international 
community to provide the 
agency with the resources it 
required to cany out its vital 
work, and that die continuation 
of UNRWA’s humanitarian ser- 
vices to the refugees was a cru- 
cial clement in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Nasser A1 Kidwa. permanent 
observer of Palestine to the 
United Nations, recalled how 
UNRWA had played a crucial 
role over the years in prevent- 
ing die exacerbation of the 
human catastrophe which had 
affected ihe Palestine refugees 
and had greatly helped in pro- 
viding the necessary relief and 
education for generations of 


refugees. ’Today. UNRWA still 
performs valuable work, and 
such work should continue in 
ail fields of operations until a 
definitive solution to the prob- 
lem is reached,” he said. 

A statement issued by the 
United States noted how the 
U.S.. the largest single donor 
country to the agency, was 
pleased with the progress 
towards closer cooperation 
between UNRWA and the 
major donors on budgetary 
issues. “UNRWA finances con- 
tinue to need support. We urge 
the international community to 
extend its full assistance and 
cooperation to UNRWA to 
assist.. jt in successfully carry- 
ing out its. mandate.” tfie U.S.' 
statement ^ said. .’’UNRWA’s' 
work is. a key element in main- 
taining an environment con- 
ducive to forward movement in 
the peace process." 

Mr. Hansen expressed appre- 
ciation on behalf of all 
UNRWA staff for the “con- 
structive spirit" of the discus- 
sion and for the understanding 
and support shown for the 
agency. 

“With the level of empathy 
and understanding that I have 
heard in the course of this 
debate. I will return to Gaza 
and prepare to come back to 
New York for the UNRWA 
pledging conference on Dec. 5 
in a very optimistic mood. I 
hope that both existing and 
new contributors to UNRWA 
will bring us safely not only 
through 1 997. but through 
every year in the future where 
UNRWA will have to fulfill its 
obligations to the Palestine 
refugees.” Mr. Hansen said. — 
UNRWA press release.. 



IRANIAN LOOKALIKES: Lookalikes of (left to right) Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafcanjani. Intelligence Minister 
All Failahivan and supreme leader of the Islamic republic Ayatollah AH Khamenei pose during a demonstration of Iranian 
dissidents in Bonn on Wednesday. A thousand people demonstrated against the Islamic regime in Iran and for the end of the 
policy of ‘critical dialogue' between Germany and Tran (Reuters photo) 


Thousands flee as 
Taleban tighten grip 


KABUL (AFP) — Thousands 
of Afghan civilians were flee- 
ing villages north of the capi- 
tal Kabul Wednesday as the 
Taleban consolidated its grip 
on newly captured territory. 

The mililja captured the vil- 
lages of Kalakan and Istalif 
Tuesday from opposition 
coalition forces with minimal 
fighting. Taleban soldiers and 
fleeing villagers told AFP 
close to the frontlines. 

"Most of the fighting was 
concentrated on the main 
road, as the Taleban were 
advancing," said Shamsuddin. 
a resident of Kalakan. 

The village of Kalakan is on 
the so-called Old Road 40 
• kilometres due north of Kabul, 
while Istalif is 15 kilometres 
further northwest, below a 
range of snowy mountains. 

The Old Road is one of two 
northbound highways exiting 
Kabul, where most of the 
fighting between the Taleban 
and the opposing coalition — 
made up of ousted govern- 
ment troops loyal to Ahmad 
Shah Masood and forces of 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostoni — has 
been concentrated. 

On this highway a moving 
stream of well over 2.000 dis- 
placed civilians was counted 
by journal isLs. They were flee- 
ing the fighting in which many 
villages were heavily dam- 
aged by the intense exchange 
of rockets and artilleiy. 

These local civilians, some 
on overcrowded buses but 
most on foot and carrying 
whatever belongings they 
could manage, were heading 
south to seek sanctuary in the 


now-peaceful capital Kabul. 

Frontline Taleban soldiers 
said they were conducting a 
mopping-up operation in their 
captured territory, involving 
house-to-house searches 
through farm buildings in the 
once-thriving agricultural 
area. 

Civilians fleeing the area 
were subject to close searches 
at Taleban checkpoints on the 
main road, where the ultra- 
strict fundamentalist militia 
confiscated and smashed “un- 
rslamic" music cassette-tapes 
which they hune from their 
posts. 

The frontlines between the 


opposing forces are now at the 
Old Road district centre of 


Qarabagh. with’ the Taleban 
militia firmly in positions on 
the south side of town. Tale- 
ban fighters confirmed. 

Analysts speculated that 
should qarabagh fall to the 
militia, the anti-Taleb3n 
alliance would be forced to 
withdraw to the provincial 
centre of Charikar. 65 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul, and light- 
en their defences around the 
nearby Bugram military air- 
base. 

This Taleban offensive — 
the first major change in front- 
line territory in a month — is 
a serious setback for ex-gov- 
emment commander Masood. 
who was pushed out of the 
capital on Sept. 27. 

The Taleban advance could 
spell the end to his plans to 
recapture the capital before 
(he winter snows come lire 
below- freezing temperatures 
make conditions lor fighting 
more difficult. 


Iran puts defence budget 
at $2.7b but actual figure 
could be much higher 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
has allocated an average of 
$2.7 billion a year to the 
defence budget since the 
end of the 1980-1988 war 
against Iraq, a senior offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

Deputy Parliamentary 
Speaker Hassan Ruhani 
said during a session of the 
assembly that the figure 
was very low for a country 
as big as Iran and with a 
population of more than 60 
million. 

“This is a good indication 
that we do not pursue an 
aggressive policy despite 
.the. malicious, propaganda 
(n ; againSf the Islamic repub-’ 
lie.*’ he said. 

Mr. Ruhani. who is also 
secretary’ of the National 
Security Council, the high- 
est political and military 
decision-making body in 
Iran, compared his coun- 
try's defence budget to 
those of the Gulf Arab 
neighbours across the Gulf, 
which he said were ’‘dis- 
proportionate.” 

“Our per capita defence 
budget is $45. while that of 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Kuwait is over $ 1 .000.” he 
said. 

The official did not speci- 
fy based on what rale he 
had calculated the defence 
budget as there are two dif- 
ferent official rates here 
against foreign currency — 
1.750 and 3.000 rials to the 
dollar. The price on the 
open market is 4.500 rials 
to the dollar. 

Iranian President Ali 


Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
submitting a budget pro- 
posal for next year to the 
parliament, said Sunday 
that around S.3 trillion rials 
had been appropriated for 
defence. 

The figure would amount 
to S4.7 billion if calculated 
based on 1 .750 rials to the 
dollar, which is generally 
the case with defence pur- 
chases. 

Mr. Ruhani also criticised 
the presence of American 
forces in the Gulf, charging 
that it created “tension" in 
the region. American war- 
ships have been stationed 
in the region since a U!S.- 
led military coalition drove 
Iraqi occupation troops 
from Kuwait in 1991. 

“We hope our Arab broth- 
ers in the Gulf will realise 
the fact that security would 
only be guaranteed through 
friendship and good neigh- 
bourly ties and not by pil- 
ing weapons purchased 
from foreigners.” Mr. 
Ruhani warned. 

He nevertheless called for 
a strong navy to serve as a 
deterrent against possible 
foreign attack, saying Iran 
had common sea borders 
with 12 countries. 

The Iranian navy and the 
elite Revolutionary Guards 
are presently engaged in 
major manoeuvres in the 
Gulf and Oman Sea. 

American and British 
officials have said the U.S. 
and allied warships would 
’’closely” monitor the 
manoeuvres to assess Iran’s 
military capabilities. 


Israeli doctors 
reject British 
move against f 
circumcision 



AMMAN (J.T) — A Pro- 
posal by the British Med- 
ical Association (BMA) to 
declare circumcision “a 
barbaric act that causes 
physical and emotional 
harm” has been shelved by 
the World Medical Associa- 
tion (WMA) at the initia- 
tive of the Israeli Medical 
Association ■ (JMA), an 
Israeli newspaper reported 
yesterday. 

At the WMA meeting, 
attended by physicians 
from 80 countries and held 
in South Africa a few 
weeks ago. the British asso- 
ciation called for a declara- 
tion stating that male cir- 
cumcision should not be 
carried out for medical rea- 
sons because of the “harm” 
it allegedly causes, the 
Jerusalem Post reported, fc 

Circumcision opponents 
claimed circumcision can 
cause the loss of sexoal 
pleasure as well as traumat- 
ic for the child. 

The English language- 
Jerusalem Post quoted IMA 
chairman Yoram Blachar 
as saying his organisation 
feared that a resolution dis- 
approving of circumcision 
for medical reasons would 
lead in the future to censure 
of ritual circumcision as 
practiced in many coun- 
tries. 

THe IMA set up a multi- 
disciplinary medical team 
that examined circumcision 
from the medical, psycho- 
logical and ethical aspects. 
The conclusions were that 
surgical removal of the 
foreskin is not dangerous 
and even" greatly reduces 
urinary infections andll ‘ 
penile cancer. 

In addition, cervical can- 
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cer among female partners 
of circumcised men is veiy 
low, the Jerusalem Post 
said. 
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Lebanon orders 

■ ■.'.'•Jv'.-r . 

ban on guns i 

'l nii' ^ 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The gov- 

U. ’• •r.T.'i 

emment decided Wednesday 

•i .• "i> ^ 

to impose a ban on carrying 

ir-l.-A-li 

arms on the eve of a nation- 

iitii JeL- . . 

wide general strike and 


demonstration in the Lebanese 

tjn'inn.'j t 

capital in defiance of a ban. 

' - ,‘CAf 

Licences for carrying aims 

y. .. •> --j 

have been suspended, the 


Defence Ministry said. Only 

c - 'i (L- 

official bodyguards are 

■V n Ji ii. 

exempted. 

.ill 

The same measure was 

-K 1 M.n ;r. 

adopted lor a general strike on 

•itna-: : r ; ; 

Feb. 29. The army was pul in 

'*• ’•■•"Jper.iti, 

charge of internal security fi <j£ 

1 • "h’.* i.Mtecn 

a three- month period and 

I*’' v n ;, ? v.or. 
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imposed a curfew on the day 
itself. 

Lebanon’s main trade union 
body has called another strike 
and a demonstration for 
Thursday to protest against the 
social policies of Prime Min- 
ister Rafik Hariri's govern- 
ment and its "repression of 
public freedom." 


Princess 
in Ba< 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Iris and Oride and the 
Gang 

14:35 Out of This World t come- 
dy 1 

15:00 .Corington Cross 

15:30 Feature: The Young 
Adventures 

17:00 News Flash 

174)2 -Continuation of Film 

17:30 .Le Monde Est a Vbus 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Aiomcs 
Crochus 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 ..Pacific Station fComedyl 
20:00 The American Chart Show 

2(k30 Material World 

21:00 Rung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

01:25 Feature: Mixed Blessings 


PRAYER TIMES 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 8271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
"Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654032. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Deserts - .08/20 

Jordan Valley 16/27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 82 per cent 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Al Thsluq 757253 

Dr. Babjat Bader 832642 


Rescue Police 192, 621 III. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police X43402 

TVaffic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — 897467 


Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Dr. WaSqQaddunn #>3542 


04:49 - - — JFojr 

06:10. (Sunrise) Du ha 

11:23 Dhuhr 

14:12 ‘Asr 

16:36 Maghreb 

17:57 ~.‘lsha 


WEATHER 


Firas pharmacy 661 91 2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

.41 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmebam pharmacy ...637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najfl> pharmacy 847632 


CHURCHES 


Mary of Nazareth Church 
eifieh, Tel. 810740 
semblies of God Church Tel. 
2785. 

Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
lurch of the Annunciation 

. 637440. 

: la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 


"Btdl ciin supplied by the Depart- 
ment ofMetcondagy 
There will be a chance for scat- 
tered showers with skies partly 
cloudy and winds variable in 
westerly moderate. On Friday. 
. temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly with moderate weather 
conditions prevailing. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy „f — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. WaBd Nabhan .995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Ov erseas Calls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 68Q100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information (.)s- 

53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmotsuni « 17117 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 660131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaU 066120/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Af-Muhajrecn 

777101/3 

A I- Bashir .....775 (1 1/26 

.Army. Marita S^ltil 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

1091*183323 

Zarqa Naimnal Hospital 

1099X10560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


Amman 

Aqaba 


10/17 

16/28 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Res- 
ale 630341 

GyB Defence Emergency 199 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hissdn Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. ...644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 
642362 


IRBID: 

Princess 

niaiwmqri 

Busma Hospital 
r()?l!»755S5 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

1 02 1272275 

Ibn AI 

NaTco Hospital 
.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


Royal Jmlaniun tRJ) infomia- 
ti*m depunmem at (he Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
108)5321)0 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on oilier llrehLs are 
supplied on phone 08 (51700) or 
08(532501. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) Flights 

08:15 Bombay (RJ ) 

08:30 - -Sanaa <RJl 

09: 15 Dhahran. Riyadh ( RJ ) 

09:45 —New Delhi (RJ » 

1IHI5 Musciil. DuKii (RJi 

104)5 ...Beirut (RJ) 

!Ms» Colomlxi fRJ) 

14:45 New York. AnLNtenlam 
tRJ) 

16J5 .....London (RJ) 

17:35 Aloscmv i RJ i 

18:50 ...Casablanca. Athens tRJ) 
J9:05.„. Abu Dhabi. A I ‘Ain (RJ) 

19:25 Bangkok. Cak’Ulta fRJ) 

19:40 Rome i RJ i 

21:15 Kuala Lumpur. Abu 
Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

04:00 Jeddah (add) fRJ) 

05:50 London, Birmingham 
(add)iRJ) 


21:40 Tel As iv ( LY ) 


RojuJ Wings (R3V) Flights 

■ 09:20. Aqaba <RW i 

18:55 Tel Avis ( RW ) 

departures 


Royal Jordanian |RJ» Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Moscow tRJ > 

Hk30 .Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain(RJ) 
1 1 ri)0 Amsterdam. Chicago i RJ ) 
H:H5 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Ton.»n(o(RJ) 

1I: * 5 Rome(RJ) 

,2:, 0 Pans iRJ) 

^■*5 Lundun (RJ) 

Athens. Malta (RJ) 

2*00 Jakarta (addMRJ) 

20:00 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

^0 CairotRJ) 

20: 15 Bahrain. Doha < RJ l 

20:20 LamacatRJt 

2 ,:,w Jeddah (RJj 

22d8) Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

23*00 Jeddah uddMRj) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


Other Flights 

U:0U Doha (Q7; 

12:40 Dtiiia tGF) 

13 JO Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 5hariqah(AH) 

15:15 Damascus fQ7i 

16:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 


Other Flights 

06^0 - Istanbul r.TK) 

BciruL London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

13J0 /Vhu Dhabi. Bahrain fGF) 

15:00 Algiers t AHj 

Riyudli tSVi 

5 :0 ? Doha /Q?j 

Dubai. Damascus iEKl 

Cairn (MS) 

— Sft - Tel Aviv ( LY) 


02^0 Amsterdam (KL) 

04^5 Rome t AZ( ! 

J 

1 J 

Royal Wings fRW) Flights j 

09:50 AlarkafRW)! 

20:50 Aqaba IRW)! 

HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN j 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. even j 
Monday ^ 

Art. Damascus 5:00 pm. everjr 
Monday { 

Dep. Damascus 7 130 ajn. | 
every Sunday ■ | 

Am Amman 5:00 pan. even - ; 
Sunday i 

MARKET PRICES j 

Upper/lower price in fib P er *i- ! 

Apple .700/500 1 

Banana. 55CV550 . 

Banana (imponed) 800/500 j 

Cahbage .80/40 j 

Carrot 280/190) 

Cauliflower. 160/140 ! 

Cucumber flar^e) 120/70 1 

Cucumber (small) 180/150 j 

Eggplant 120/100 | 

Garlic .750/550 i 

Grapes 350/300 i 

Lemon 380/200 I 

Marrow i !aree)..r. 120/100 j 

Marrow (small) 380/150 j 

Onion (green) 200/120 J 

Onion (dry) 150/80 j 

Orange -550/400 1 

Pear .....650/50°; 

Pepper (hot) ~J50/1«^ 

Pepper (sweet) Z2fSl\5W, 

Potato ...500/180 

Spinach 160/100 I 

String Bean... - 400/300} 

Tomato 180/120: 


i 
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«v e ^ Queen gives keynote address 
^at Cambridge Union Society 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
search for peace in the Mid- 
dle East is tail] “beset by 
Increasingly explosive issues 
of human rights abuses, col- 
lective punishments and vio- 
lence** as well as a "growing 
inflexibility on crucial issues 
like water rights, frontiers 
and the continued expansion 
of illegal settlements." Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day said during her keynote 
address at the Cambridge 
Union Society in England. 

According to a Royal 
Court statement, the Queen 
noted that a study by the 
Economic and Social Cora- 
mission for Western Asia 
lESCWA.i demonstrated that 
since 1967. "Israeli authori- 
ties and settlers have confis- 
cated over two-thirds of the 
West Bank and over 411 per 
cent of the Gaza Strip, for 
whom, being a rural commu- 
nity reliant on agricultural 
production, the loss is dou- 
bly devastating." 

She added that the "much 
delayed Israeli redeployment 
from Hebron where 41)0 set- 
tlers are located among 
120.000 Palestinians and the 
maximalist Israeli position 
on the status of Jerusalem" is 
causing people throughout 
the Middle East "to question 
whether those strides that 
have been made towards 
peace will in fact ever live up 
to their heightened expecta- 
tions." 

While Jordan, the Queen 
said, has been "firmly con- 
vinced that the peace process 
in the Middle East was irre- 
versible, the lack of imple- 
mentation of accords 
reached on the Palestinian- 
isrueli track and. to some 
extent on some of the bilater- 
al agreements between Jor- 
dan and Israel have demon- 
strated the fragility of the 
progress,” the statement 
said. 

The Queen cited five major 
challenges which, she stated, 
Oil 5UE 1 must be met. to build a ctpn- 
*" prcheriMvc' and enduring 
peace, foremost among 
which is “to complete the 
Arab-lsraeli peace process 
without delay and within a 
well defined lime frame." 

She affirmed that the qual- 
ity of peace and the attain- 
ment of its- full promise 
depend entirely on the reso- 
lution of the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict in ail its dimensions 
and among all concerned 
parties, the statement said. 

Fostering regional eco- 
nomic cooperation, accord- 
i T h? jnn' ’• \ i n g l0 ihe Queen, is also vital 
ni mieroJ ■' J since "only seven per cent of 
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trade in the Middle East is 
internal." Integrating the 
Middle East in ihe global 
system of liberalised trade 
and capital markets, through 
re term policies and invest- 
ment-friendly environments, 
will "promote joint ventures, 
higher productivity and 
increased job opportunities," 
tire Queen stated. 

This is of critical impor- 
tance for the region, which 
has "one of the highest 
unemploy mem rates in die 
world" and where nearly 
"three-fourths of the popula- 
tion have a per capita income 
of only about SI ,000 per 
year." 

Such economic restructur- 
ing, noted the Queen, must 
be accompanied by the 
reduction of social and eco- 
nomic disparities within our 
societies as well as domestic 
political reform, the state- 
ment said. 

She described participato- 
ry decision-making as an 
essential guarantor of peace 
and emphasised the impor- 
tance of integrating cultural* 
I) appropriate democratic 
values in national political 
structures dial draw upon 
"the rich variety of participa- 
tory decision-making tradi- 
tions in Arab Islamic cul- 
tures." 

Such challenges can and 
should be addressed interna- 
tionally with the help of 
Europe and the international 
community as well as on a 
domestic level, the Queen 
said. 

She added that "the forces 
for peace in the Arab World 
and Israel alike should be 
mobilised to exert a more 
pow erful influence and face 
these challenges 

Jordan, according to the 
Queen, has embarked on 
fundamental reforms in two 
spheres, namely democrat!- 
sation and economic struc- 
tural reform; it has "liber- 
alised its trade system, 
reduced tariffs, simplified 
trade laws and enacted new 
laws that are transport and 
investor friendly." 

She added that "a major 
feature of our economy in 
the coming years will be the 
expansion of the private sec- 
tor’s role in initiating infra- 
structural projects, particu- 
larly in the fields of commu- 
nications. energy, transport, 
water and tourism." 

The Queen noted that Jor- 
dan's legal, administrative 
and fiscal measures have 
earned it “the recognition of 
the European Union ax the 
most advanced country in 


the region in implementing 
market reforms." the state- 
mem said. 

Such economic liberalisa- 
tion has had a "tremendously 
positive impact on our 
macro-economic indicators,' 
where the country has main- 
tained u 6 per cent annual 
growth rate since 1992, 
unemployment dropped 
from 25 per cent to 15 per 
cent, inflation has been con- 
tained at 4 per cent and 
exports increased by 25 per 
cent lust year with a project- 
ed 9 per cent increase by the 
end of 1996. 

She added that white polit- 
ical and economic reforms 
are crucial, their integration 
with participatory decision- 
making. gender equity and 
comprehensive development 
will help create an environ- 
ment that will foster peace 
anil accelerate the transition 
from wasteful militarism to 
productive economic coop- 
eration. 

The Queen concluded by 
saying that the "quality of 
peace, combined with 
prospects for progress, 
regionalisation and globali- 
sation in the Middle East, 
will determine if ail in our 
region will advance or 
retreat, prosper or flounder." 

A just and comprehensive 
peace which is accepted by 
all Middle Eastern peoples 
will enable us to “build upon 
our progress and promote 
cooperation with the rest of 
the world that fuels econom- 
ic development, cultural 
exchange and mutual 
respect," she said. 

After the speech. The 
Queen answered questions 
about the impact of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s election on the 
peace process, Jordan’s 
economy, the status of 
Jerusalem, internal division 
within Israel as well as Jor- 
dan's bilateral trade agree- 
ments with the ’ Palestinian' 
National Authority. 

Since its foundation in 
1815. the Cambridge Union 
Society has occupied a cen- 
tral position in Cambridge 
University's undergraduate 
life. 

The union has reccndy 
hosted lectures by 
international figures such as 
the Prince of Wales, Chan- 
cellor Kohl, the Dalai Lama, 
George Shultz. Casper Wein- 
berger and Professor 
Stephen Hawking. 

Senator Leila Sharaf and 
Advisor to the Queen Lina 
Toukan attended the lecture. 



Princess inaugurates projects 
in Baqa’a refugee camp 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
. Sarvath AJ Hasson Wednes- 
day inaugurated two pio- 
neering projects established 
by the Young Women's 
Christian Association of 
Amman in the Baqa’a 
Refugee Camp, a Y.M.C.A. 
statement said. 

The first project is a bakery 
described as an income-gen- 
erating project which aims at 
providing * employment 
opportunities for women 
reftigees in order io earn 
*ume income and improve 
their quality of life as well as 
contribute both economical- 
ly and socially to their self- 
support. 

The second project is a 
family counseling centre 
f ~ whose main objective is to 
1,1 aid women increase their 

■- ’ v awareness and participation 

■ F-'in social and environmental 
i,np* wJl . \ .activities and offer access to 
health, education, and legal 
' ^'counseling. 

M*l 

stiv -"' ' j..- Princess visited the 
£ VjW.C.A.’s kindergarten and 
- .^Production centre, the statc- 
•■^■mentsaid. 

. " L ’ President of the YWCA 
■ ' iv Uurice Hlass delivered a 
■ ' j speech in which she thanked 
ambassadors, 
^international and local insii- 
' ... ' L ^ions ^nd friends who con- 
. -■ jl^buted to the establishment 
■" | these projects among 

vVO-’ 1 



Following the inauguration 
r. of the two projects, the 


HRH Princess Sarvath Al Has sun Wednesday opens pio- 
neering projects at the Baqa’a Refugee Camp. The 
Princess is accompanied bv Y.W.C.A President Laurice 
Hlass ( Photo by Boghos) 
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f^.whom are the Delegation of 
" European Commission in 

' ijtt^wdan/the European Union, 

• ( |he United States Agency for 
International Development 


i USAID), the British 
Embassy, the Embassy of the 
Netherlands, the Taman’ 
Sabbagh Foundation. Abdul 
Muhssen Kalian, the Indus- 
trial Development Bank, 
Suhail Khoury. owner of the- 
Rabia Bakeries and others. 

She then signed a grant 
agreement lor the ’iWCA 
with Ambassador uf Japan to 
Jordan Takayuki Kiinura 
which stipulated die provi- 
sion of a mini-bus to serve 
the organisation’s needs and 
thanked both him and the 


Japanese government for 
their friendship and gener- 
ous support. 

The inaugration ceremony 
was attended by Minister of 
Social Development Ham- 
mad Abu Jamous, the direc- 
tor general of the Palestinian 
Affairs Department, the gov- 
ernor of Bafqa'a. ambas- 
sadors and representatives of 
international and local insti- 
tutions who offered dona- 
tions for these projects and 
friends and members of Lhe 
YWCA. 


Ministry to inspect flood damage, 
condoles relatives of deceased 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities was 
Wednesday making arrange- 
ments to transport the body of 
Tom Van Doep, the 62 year old 
Dutch tourist killed in flash 
floods, to the Netherlands. 

Mr. Van Docp and Fayez 
Aqrabawi, his tourist guide, were 
killed Monday in flash floods 
hitting the southern regions of 
Jordan. 

The body of Mr. Aqrabawi was 
also delivered to his family in 
Aqaba, according to Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Saleh 
Irsheidat. 

Dr. Irsheidat visited the widow 
of Mr. Van Doep Wednesday at 
the Amra hotel to convey ’the 


Kingdom's condolences and 
inspected measures and services 
being accorded to her as w’ell as 
arrangements for transportation 
of the body. 

Hassan Hilalat, 1 7, also 
drowned and his body was found 
Tuesday morning in’ the city of 
Petra. 

The floods resulted from tor- 
rential rains which hit Petra, 
Wadi Mousa and Ma’an, causing 
extensive damage to roads and 
other property as well as wash- 
ing away seven vehicles and var- 
ious construction materials. 

The floods carried earth and 
rocks which had partially 
blocked roads in the Ma'an, 
Petra and Eel areas and disrupted 


electric power supplies'. 

Teams from the Ministry’ of 
Public Works and the district 
electricity department were 
Wednesday reported as continu- 
ing repairs ana reopening roads. 

Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Hadi Majali 
affirmed that his ministry will 
dispatch a team of engineers and 
other officials to study the situa- 
tion and duly submit a detailed 
report. 

This projected report will be 
presented to the Council of Min- 
isters who will deem which mea- 
sures would be appropriate to 
alleviate the situation. 

Also Wednesday. Ma’an Gov- 
ernor Abdul Gliani Abdullat 


inspected the district of A I Jafer 
where floods caused some dam- 
age to public and private proper- 
ty-. 

The Jordanian Armed Forces 
has been providing equipment to 
help local repair teams carry out 
this task 

In the meantime, the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology forecast 
further scanered showers in the 
northern and southern areas as a 
result of unstable weather condi- 
tions. 

The department also warned of 
poor visibility in the early mom- 
in? hours. 


Peace process scenarios 
to be debated in seminar 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Sihxitil in tlic Jimlun Tima 

AMMAN — “And what if 
the peace process fails...?" is 
the enigmatic theme of a 
three-day conference to con- 
vene here next month ami 
slated to be attended by 
more than 70 prominent 
scholars and experts world- 
wide. 

The conference, hosted by 
the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilisation 

Research AL al Bait Foun- 
dation. and to be held at the 
InterContinental hotel, has 
been organised by the Acad- 
emy of the Kingdom of 
Morocco. 

Established by King Has- 
san of Morocco, the Acade- 
my counts among its mem- 
bers scholars from diverse 
Islamic countries and is 
holding its autumn session 
in Amman upon the invita- 
tion' of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan„ the Regent, himself 
a member of the Academy. 

Assistant to the president 
as wall as dialogue coordi- 
nator at AL al Bait Founda- 
tion, Farouq Jarrar, con- 
firmed that three Jordanian 
speakers will contribute to 
the debate. 

Senator and former Prime 
Minister Zeid Rifai, Senator 
and former Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber and Sena- 
tor and former Minister of 
Information Jawad Anani 
will state their views before 
the international audience 
over the furore of the peace 
process and possible scenar- 


ios in case peace negoua- 
lions fail. 

The conference will be 
held under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
lhe Regent, who is also the 
patron of AL al Bait Founda- 
tion. 

Dr. Jarrar explained that 
the foundation, established 
in I9S0 and containing more 
then 100 members from 3S 
countries, is an international 
independent Islamic body 
aimed at promoting and 
implementing research on 
all aspects of Islamic civili- 
sation, "intended in the 
broadest sense.” 

Inter-faith dialogue is of 
paramount importance 
among the foundation's 
objectives. 

“Not only does AL al Bait 
Foundation focus on Mus- 
lim-Christian dialogue, but if 
also promotes inter-dialogue 
among different schools' of 
thought in Islam, (i.e. Sunni- 
Shiite dialogue),” Dr. Jarrar 
said, adding that the founda- 
tion has previously organ- 
ised four inter-Muslim con- 
ferences and 16 Muslim- 
Chrisrian meetings in 
Amman and Europe. 

AL al Bait Foundation also 
heads the Higher Committee 
for the History of Jordan, 
“an independent committee 
of scholars which has 
already published 52 books, 
mostly in Arabic, on the his- 
tory of Jordan." Dr. Jarrar 
said. 
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FILMS 

• “Si te dicen que cai" at Insituto Cervantes, Jabai 
Amman, on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

• “ The City of Sawsanah" (Arabic) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

• **15th Century Renaissance io Full Bloom" (with com- 
mentary in Arabic by Adnan Al Sharif) at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabai Weibdeh on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

• Discussion on the works of Sculpter Mustafa Ali at Bal- 
udna Art Gallery, Gardens Street on Thursday at 5:00 

P 1 EXHIBITION/SALE 

• Exhibition/Salc of antiques, crafts, old engravings, 
photographs, old maps and cartography of Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land at Um Al Kundum, exit to Kan 
Zamun to the Arabian Horse Club, 1st left on top of the 
hill, on Friday from 1 1:00 a.vn. to 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ Aspects from the modem Jordanian plastic art by sever- 
al Jordanian artists entitled "Message" at Alia An Gallery, 
Jabai Amman, until Nov. 28. 

• Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour entitled "Doubles 
Regards’* al the French Cultural Centre, until Nov. 28. 


"Vive La difference" 

Amman Bookshop 


Workshop covers role of 
political parties 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A two-day workshop 
regarding the role of political parties 
in Jordan will be held on Dec. 1 st and 
2nd at the Royal Cultural Centre and 
organised by the German-based Kon- 
rad Adenauer Foundation in coopera- 
tion with the New Jordan Research 
Centre (NJRC). 

The workshop, which was original- 
ly to be held in September, will" look 
into the reasons for what the NJRC 
described as the "low profile" of Jor- 
danian political parties and will also 
discuss ways of strengthening this 
role for the upcoming 1997 elections. 

A statement released by the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation said that since 
the reintroduction of political parties, 
as of Sep. 1, 1992, some 23 parties 
registered, but failed to play a major 
role in the 1993 elections. 

The workshop’s programme is 
divided into six panels and includes 
lectures by local experts as well as 
participants from German political 
arties (the Christian Democratic 
arty (CDP)) as well as the Lebanese 
University in Beirut. 

The first day’s session will cover 
topics such as “Realities of party 
work in Jordan," “Experience of 
political parties — a comparative 
approach" and “The political pro- 
gramme and participatory party 
work." 

The second day will focus on 


“Political parties and elections.” 
“Improving political parties’ work in 
society’’ and "The future of political 
party work in Jordan" all of which 
will subsequently be analysed in a 
round table discussion. 

"The workshop." researcher Hamed 
Dabbas from the NJRC Wednesday 
told the Jordan Times, “is aimed to 
give Jordanian political parties the 
chance to overcome obstacles — 
both internal and external — to parry 
work and to demonstrate possible 
methods of effective party building. 

Another major topic will be the 
encouragement of women in political 
participation. 

“Up until the present time," Mr. 
Dabbas said, “women’s interest in 
political party participation has been 
very low and we hope to improve the 
situation with this seminar." 

The conference organisers also 
hope to increase awareness of the Jor- 
danian democratic process, stimulate 
interest in working within political 
parties and encourage a more active 
role within the framework of political 
life, he stated. 

According to the NJRC, 16 of Jor- 
dan’s political parties will participate 
in the workshop. 


THE BEAUJOLAIS CELEBRATION 


AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



Every year on the 3rd Thursday of the month of November, 
France celebrates the arrival of 
Beaujolais Nouveau, an old French 
tradition originating from a place 
where gastronomy is a real art. 

I The Andalusia Restaurant 
j at Forte Grand Amman takes pride in 
offering you a selection of specialities 
from the Beaujolais region. 
A superb a la carte menu presented to 
you, and entertainment by 
Accordionist Matthieu Pallas flown in 
directly from Paris. Starting November 
28th through December 5th '96 
from 7pm onwards. 
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P.O.Box 950629 Amman 11110 Jordan Td 962 b 690511 Fax 962 6 674261 

Forte Grand, and Lg.Mfcrldien H«gb & Hesom in lhe Middle Sag 
Other properties in your area indude Lc Meridien Damascus. Lc Meridiem Lina fax 
Le Mtridicn Heliopolis, te Miridien Cairo & Font Grand Pyramids 









-d News 


Advance U.S., Canada and U.K. 
troops prepare for Zaire force 


KAMPALA (AFP) — An 
advance force of more than 
550 U.S.. Canadian and 
British soldiers have arrived 
in Uganda to start preparing 
for a planned multinational 
task force for Zaire, in case 
it is given the go-ahead. 

The troops, which arrived 
at Uganda's Entebbe Air- 
port two weeks ago. include 
a 250-strong contingent 
from the United States. 260 
Canadians and 48 British. A 
further 60 Canadian and 
U.S. troops are already in 
the Rwandan capital. 
Kigali. 

On arrival, the three- 
nation Joint Task Force took 
over the top floor of the 
Entebbe Airport building, 
where they are operating 
independently. although 
they share information and 
work on related projects. 

On Tuesday. Canadian 
Foreign Minister Lloyd 
Ax worthy suggested that 
the International Communi- 
ty should at least organise 
an airdrop of aid to the 
refugees in Zaire, and said 
that an international relief 
mission could be based at 
Entebbe, from which sup- 
plies could be parachuted 
into Zaire. 

The Americans, who have 
code-named their project. 
Guardian Assistance, have 
said that their task is to 
assess the refugee situation 


in eastern Zaire and Rwan- 
da and pass on the informa- 
tion to humanitarian organi- 
sations trying to track down 
and resettle refugees return- 
ing to Rwanda from Zaire. 

The U.S. team gets its 
information mainly from 
aerial reconnaissance pho- 
tographs taken by their 
three PI naval aircraft, 
which fly every day over 
eastern Zaire. 

“With the means we have, 
we can’t tell one group 
(Rwandan refugees or Zai- 
rean soldiers) from another, 
but we can tell their move- 
ment. concentration and 
size quite accurately," the 
U.S. joint task force com- 
mander Major-General Ed- 
win Smith told AFP Wed- 
nesday. 

Gen. Smith said the 
groups are identified by 
their formation and location 
and. for example, an esti- 
mated group of 30-35.000 
people moving further into 
Zaire along a main road and 
staying in comps close to 
towns are far more likely to 
be Zairean soldiers than 
refugees. 

Gen. Smith estimated that 
there were still a significant 
number of refugees inside 
Zaire, and said: ‘The over- 
all estimate is somewhere 
between 200,000 and 
250.000 people." 

Asked what the U.S. mili- 


tary was doing with other 
information they may have 
gathered from the recon- 
naissance flights, such as 
the massing of Zairean 
troops for a counter-offen- 
sive against the Banyamu- 
lenge Tutsi rebels. Gen. 
Smith replied: "We don't 
necessarily have access to 
that kind of information. 
That is not really within our 
mandate." 

The U.S. force comes 
from the Southern Europe 
Command, based in south- 
ern Italy, where other forces 
are ready for deployment 
once a decision on a multi- 
national force has been 
reached. 

The small British team, 
noticeably lacking the lap- 
tops and hi-tech equipment 
of their trans-Atlantic col- 
leagues. is also involved in 
aerial reconnaissance with a 
Canberra plane, which flies 
two-daily missions, taking 
about 600 photographs on 
each flight 

The pictures are labori- 
ously analysed, although a 
mass exodus of people 
moving along a main road 
shows only as speckles of 
white along a ribbon a few 
millimetres thick. 

The British have also 
made their photos available 
to humanitarian organisa- 
tions. but their main pur- 
pose is to provide indepen- 



M other Teresa in a prayer pose while she is being moved from one hospital to anoth- 
er in India's eastern city of Calcutta. The 86-year-old Nobel laureate has been in hos- 
pital with heart trouble since Nov. 22 and is being kept under observation for the next 
few days (Reuter photo) 


Doctors: Mother Teresa unstable 


CALCUTTA i R ) — Mother 
Teresa suffered repeated 
chest pains in an Indian 
heart clinic Wednesday as 
members of her Roman 
Catholic religious order 
prayed for her recovery. 

“She is having repeated 

risodcs of chest pains and 
she is unstable." A. K. Chat- 
tel jet. administrator of Cal- 
cutta's B.M. Birin Heart 
Research Centre in Cal- 
cutta, Id reporters. 

Doctors earlier delayed an 
angiography -X-ray test to 
see if the 86-year-old nun 
needed surgery. 

“She is not out of dancer 
now. Things can mm bad at 
any moment.'' Dr Tarun 
Praharaj. a member of her 
medical team. said. 

Mother Teresa had a gen- 
erally peaceful night. “She 
is cheerful, she is talking 
and she is smiling." Mr. 
Charterjee said, adding that 
she had sandw iches and tea 
for breakfast. 

"Considering her age and 
history of heart disease, she 
is critical. The doctors will 
take a decision when to go 
for angiography by this 


evening." Mr. Chatterjee 
added. 

Members of her Missiona- 
ries of Charity Religious 
Order prayed for the recov- 
ery of the 1979 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner. 

"Wc arc having prayers all 
over the world for her recov- 
ery." Sister Priscilla, the 
Order's spokeswoman, said. 

Calcutta's Hindus. Mus- 
lims and Sikhs joined in 
prayers. 

The Charity, devoted to 
the poor, destitute and 
dying, has about 4.500 nuns 
in some 80 countries. 

"We are all praying and 
we believe she will be 
alright." said Mohammed 
Halim, an inmate of the 
Order's Nirmal Hriday 
(innocent heart) home in 
Calcutta, eastern India. 

"She gave us shelter and 
saved us from a shameful 
death in Calcutta's streets. 
God will save her." he said. 

Doctors said they would 
have to stabilise Mother Te- 
resa before deciding when 
to carry out an angiography. 

She was moved to the 
clinic Tuesday from the 


nearby Woodlands Nursing 
Home, where she was 
admitted last Friday after 
with an irregular heartbeat. 

"Our plan is to make her 
stable and. since the situa- 
tion is critical, we will first 
have to make her stable and 
then think about angiogra- 
phy.’* Mr. Chatterjee said. 

Doctors bad said Tuesday 
that Mother Teresa might 
undergo an angiography — 
an X-ray of blood vessels to 
detect arterial blockage — 
Wednesday. 

But late Tuesday. Praharaj 
said she was "clinically un- 
stable" and ruled out the test 
for at least a couple of days. 

Mother Teresa, known as 
the "saint of the gutters" for 
her work w ith the poor, was 
fitted with a heart pacemak- 
er in 1989. 

She has undergone coro- 
nary angiography twice — in 
the United States in 1991 and 
at the Birla Centre in 1993. 

Both times she subse- 
quently underwent angio- 
plasty. in which surgeons 
insert a balloon into an 
artery, then inflate it to 
unblock the arterv. 


Ivory Coast says its foreign 
minister could replace Ghali 


ABIDJAN t AFP) — The 
president of the Ivory Coast 
has raised the possibility of 
his foreign minister taking 
over for Boutros Ghali 
when his term as U.N. sec- 
retary general ends next 
month, newspapers said 
Wednesday. 

They said President Henri 
Konan Bedie flouted the 
name of the minister. Amara 
Ess\. in talks Tuesday in 
Parts w ith President 
Jacques Chirac but stressed 
that Mr. Essy was not yet a 
formal candidate for the 


job. 

"Mr. Essy is completely 
up to the task." Mr. Bedie 
was quoted as saying. “He 
has been president of the 
U.N. general assembly, he 
can do the job." 

Mr. Konan stressed that 
African countries' efforts to 
have another African rep- 
lace Dr. Ghali. who is Egyp- 
tian. were being coordinat- 
ed by the Organization of 
African Unity. That is why 
Ivory Coast is not formally 
presenting essy as a candi- 
date. he added. 


The United States last 
week used its veto power as 
a permanent member of the 
Security Council to deny a 
second term to Dr. Ghali. 
whom it accuses of being 
too slow to reform the 
United Nations. 

But Washington is diplo- 
matically isolated because 
the other 14 members of the 
council backed Dr. Ghali. 

Consultations among 
U.N. diplomats are said to 
be continuing in an effort to 
break the deadlock. 


Indonesia 
frees all 
Megawati 
supporters 
from jail 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
. sian courts ordered the re- 
lease Wednesday of all 124 
supporters of opposition 
figure Megawati Sukarno- 
putri imprisoned since riots 
in July. 

Judges delivering 10 sep- 
arate verdicts in the central 
Jakarta state court acquit- 
ted nine of the accused and 
sentenced the other 115 to 
time already served in cus- 
tody. 

Those partially convicted 
strongly protested against 
the verdicts and said they 
would appeal in the high 
court. 

"They will appeal be- 
cause they do nor feel they 
are guilty," said Tumbu 
Saraswati. one of the de- 
fence lawyers. 

In one courtroom, the 
accused rushed toward the 
bench shouting, “it was 
engineered", but defence 
lawyers restrained them 
from approaching the 
judge after he read out the 
verdict, witnesses said. 

Riot police then entered 
the courtroom and escorted 
the judge out. They stayed 
on for the other cases. 

"Why have we not all 
been acquitted." asked 
Sandra Fertasari. one of the 
five women among the 
accused, as tears rolled 
down her cheeks. "We have 
been marked by the law 
and it is not good for our 
families, my husband and 
my children.” 

She was consoled by 
Megawati, who sat silently 
in one of the courtrooms as 
the verdict was read out. 
She cooled herself with a 
paper fan as the heat rose in 
the packed chamber. 

In another courtroom, 
two of those on trial fainted 
and had to be revived. 

All 124 of those arrested 
were barricaded inside the 
headquarters of the Indo- 
nesian Democratic Party 
(PDD when police raided 
the building on July 27 to 
evict them. 

The raid led to riots in | 
Jakarta in which at least 
five people died. It was the 
worst violence in the city in 
more than two decades. 

Megawati, daughter of 
late founding President 
Sukarno, was ousted from 
the PD1 leadership in June 
by a government-backed 
faction, and her supporters 
had vowed not to give up 
the party headquarters to 
their opponents. 
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dent information to the 
British government about 
the situation in Zaire. 

The Canadians, mean- 
while. have been preparing 
the ground for the proposed 
multinational force, which 
has Canadian Lieutenant- 
General Maurice Baril as its 
designated head, and which 
will be based in the Ugan- 
dan capital. Kampala. Gen. 
Baril flew into Uganda 
Tuesday nighL 

The British, Canadian and 
U.S. military teams insist 
that they are not frustrated 
as they wait to hear word 
from Stuttgart, Germany, 
about what final form the 
relief mission to Zaire 
might take. 

“We are part of a Joint 
Task Force that may never 
fully deploy, but is already 
executing key tasks in 
Central Africa ... Our cen- 
tral mission is still evolv- 
ing," a statement taped to 
the window of the U.S. 
Guardian Assistance Mis- 
sion said. 

This is the second time in 
as many years that foreign 
troops have camped out at 
Entebbe, the last one being 
in 1994 when the U.S. 
based its relief missions to 
Rwanda for two months 
during earlier ethnic up- 
heavals that left at least half 
a million people dead. 



N. Korea wants to resolve submarine 
incident, move forward — Richardson 


YOKOTA AIR BASE, Ja- 
pan (AFP) — North Korea 
wants to put behind it an 
alleged spy submarine inci- 
dent that has raised tensions 
on the Korean peninsular 
and move ahead with a 
nuclear agreement, a U.S. 
politician said Wednesday 

“My sense is that the 
North Korean government 
wants to put the submarine 
incident behind it and reen- 
gage itself with the interna- 
tional community,'* said 
U.S. Representative Bill 
Richardson. 

The Democrat congress- 
man, who returned from 
Pyongyang with American 
missionary Evan Carl 
Hunziker. 26, who had been 
arrested in North Korea on 
Aug. 24 and charged with 
being a spy, said: "I believe 
my trip has had a positive 
effect." 

Mr. Hunziker, whose mo- 
ther is of Korean ancestry, 
was arrested in North Korea 
on Aug. 24 and charged 
with spying for South Ko- 
rea. The charge, which can 
cany the death penalty, was 
denied by U.S. officials and 
his family. 

“The North Korean gov- 
ernment told me it was 
committed to continue mo- 
ving forward to implement 
the agreed framework, that 
is the nuclear agreement. 
That is a positive step," Mr. 
Richardson told a news con- 
ference at this U.S. Air 
Force base on the outskirts 
of Tokyo on his return with 
Mr. Hunziker. 

Tensions between Seoul 
and Pyongyang have been 
running high since a North 
Korean vsubmarine ran 


aground on Sept. 1 S in 
South Korea with 26 men 
aboard. 

One was captured, one is 
either dead or missing, and 
the rest are believed to have 
been killed by comrades 
trying to escape or were 
shot by South Korean sol- 
diers. 

Pyongyang said the ship 
drifted off-course and has 
vehemently denied it was 
on a spying mission. 

"The submarine incident 
has had a serious effect and 
I was pleased that the North 
Korean government voiced 
a willingness to take steps 
to resolve the submarine 
incident." Mr. Richardson 
said. 

South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam had repor- 
tedly said that Seoul did not 
want to hold peace talks or 
provide support to the 
Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation 
(KEDO) until and unless 
fee north apologised for fee 
submarine incursion. 

KEDO was formed in 
1995 as a follow-up to the 
1994 nuclear accord under 
which North Korea agreed 
to freeze its nuclear energy 
programme in exchange for 
the supply of two light- 
water reactors. 

But Sunday in Manila, fee 
day before a summit of 18 
leaders of fee Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum. Mr. Kim told 
his counterparts from the 
United States and Japan that 
his country would continue to 
search for peace on the Ko- 
rean peninsula, despite the 
submarine incursion. 

"There is no change in our 


stance on the existing poli- 
cy. such as support for four- 
way peace talks and North 
Korea’s efforts to introduce 
light-water nuclear reac- 
tors," Mr. Kim was quoted 
by officials as telling Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Ryu ta- 
ro Hashimoto. 

Following a later meeting 
between Mr. Kim and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, the 
pair released a joint state- 
ment in which they "called 
upon the North to take 
acceptable steps to resolve 
the submarine incident, 
reduce tension and avoid 
such provocations in the 
future." 

In their joint statement. 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Kim 
said the agreed framework 
on the freeze “will be 
implemented." 

Mr. Kim and Mr. Clinton 
also "reaffirmed their strong 
support” for four-party talks 
between North and South 
Korea, the United States 
and China on the issue, 
which had been proposed 
after the two presidents last 
met in April. 

Pyongyang has yet to rep- 
ly to fee proposal. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher con- 
firmed on Nov. 20 that 
China had agreed to join fee 
proposed four-party talks. 

The United States and 
South Korea proposed in 
April that peace talks in- 
volving Seoul. Pyongyang. 
Washington and Beijing be 
started in an effort to 
resolve a stalemate — wife 
fee two Koreas still official- 
ly at war following the 
armistice at fee end of the 
1950-53 Korean War. 


Burma membership seen 
dominating ASEAN summit 


JAKARTA (R) — The 
question of Burma's entry 
into ASEAN is expected to 
be centre-stage at this 
week's summit of the south- 
east Asian grouping, minis- 
ters and diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

Ali Alalas, foreign minis- 
ter of host Indonesia told 
reporters feat none of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations’ seven mem- 
bers opposed fee entry of 
Burma, or Myanmar. He 
said discussion of the issue 
during the summit was pos- 
sible. 

"In principle, the entry of 
Myanmar into ASEAN po- 
ses no problems to ASEAN. 
All ASEAN members are 
agreed that Myanmar needs 
to enter, needs to be accept- 
ed as a member." 

Diplomats said what was 
at issue was when Burma, 
the focus of international 
concern over its human 
rights record, would be 
granted entry. 

ASEAN — which groups 
Brunei. Indonesia. Malay- 
sia. the Philippines, Singa- 
pore. Thailand and Vietnam 
— is to hold its annual sum- 
mit in Jakarta Saturday. 
Also attending will be lead- 
ers from observer countries 
Laos. Cambodia and 
Burma. 

The onc-day, free-wheeling 
meeting has no papers and no 
fixed agenda, diplomats and 
officials said. But the recent 
airing of differences by 
ASEAN leaders on when to 


gram Burma full membership 
in fee group is likely to occu- 
py centre -stage. 

"We cannot say what they 
will talk about," said a Ja- 
karta-bused diplomat from 
one of the ASEAN nations. 
"But I would expect quite a 
lot of discussion on Myan- 
mar." 

The Burma issue has domi- 
nated ASEAN since fee mili- 
tary government in Rangoon 
launched a fresh crackdown 
on the democracy movement 
of Nobel Laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi in April. 

Western nations and 
human rights activists have 
said that accepting Burma's 
application for full mem- 
bership in ASEAN would 
be tantamount to approving 
Rangoon’s policies. 

ASEAN follows a strict 
policy of not interfering in 
fee internal affairs of mem- 
ber nations and officially 
maintains that constructive 
engagement with Burma is 
the best way to achieve 
political reform in that 
country. Isolating Rangoon 
would be counter-produc- 
tive, its leaders have argued. 

But last month, Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos said 
ASEAN could review its 
constructive engagement 
policy wife Burma. Then 
Amnuay Viravun. then 
Thailand's foreign minister, 
said Rangoon should intro- 
duce democracy before 
joining the group. 

Earlier this month. Sin- 
gapore Prime Minister Gnh 


Chok Tong, whose country 
has made heavy invest- 
ments in Burma, caused a 
stir when he said he did not 
think Rangoon was ready 
for full membership on eco- 
nomic grounds. 

Diplomats said Malaysia 
and Indonesia were be- 
lieved to be in favour of 
quickly admitting Burma 
into the fold, perhaps next 
year along with Cambodia 
and Laos, and that they 
expected the issue to be 
thrashed out at Saturday's 
summit. 

Burmese leader General 
Than Shwe is to attend fee 
meeting, building on contacts 
in fee group following a visit 
to Malaysia earlier this year. 

Diplomats played down 
suggestions of sharp differ- 
ences within the usually 
united ASEAN group. 
“ASEAN is very cautious 
but never backtracks." said 
one. "It does have to ao 
through debate in reaching a 
consensus. It takes time, but 
it has its own merits." 

The leaders at the summit, 
who represent some of the 
fastest growing nations. in 
the world, were also likely 
to finalise a common stand 
to be taken at the inaugural 
meeting of the World Trade 
Organisation in Singapore 
next month, diplomats said. 

They said much of ihcir 
position will flow from 
decisions taken at the APEC 
summit, which was attend- 
ed by all ASEAN members 
except Vietnam. 
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U.S. Congressman Bill Richardson waves as he helps a weary-looking Carl Hunziker 
from a U.S. Air Force plane at Yokota Air Base on the outskirts of Tokyo Wednesday. 
Mr. Hunziker was detained in North Korea for three months and was only released 
after Mr. Richardson negotiated the Korean- American’s release (Reuter photo) 
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BANGKOK (R) — A ^ 

senior Burmese govern- 
ment official Wednesday 
dismissed comments by. IljpP^ 

U.S. President Bill Clinton Ijv • * 
criticising fee military gov- W 
emment for failing to res- 
tore democracy to fee 
country. ' 

“We don't really have 
any comment on what he f 
said." said fee official, who j 

read a transcript of fee 
speech Mr. Clinton deliv- 
ered at Bangkok’s Chula- 
longkom University Tues- : 

day. 

“They have been saying 
feis for years, there's noth- 1 Jr'"' 

ing new in his speech,” he 

said in a telephone inter- g \ 

view from Rangoon; ^ ' 

In a speech praising most take time 

Asia-Pacific nations for ^ c re" * n ^ 
their efforts to bring de- 
mocracy to fee region, Mr. r _ 

Clinton singled out Burma ! T ofll0r2n P 
tor its failure to recognise at" 111 X 

democratically elected go- , n | p, M-nd 
vemment. saying it showed . ^ e Wei 

Rangoon had no rule of ' ,„u ii.OJmc 
law. ' ia l .«! being in 

Mr. Clinton, on a brief ^ in idling c 
visit to Thailand-, aiso criti- ' n .uriW' plan 
cised Burma for being fee 
world’s number one opium ' ^ , n .. i ... ... , •: rc-pon 

and heroin producer. ; 

"The role of drugs in r!\.,nuiun-.-i' 
Burma's economic and po- - cendar 

litical life-and fee regime's ^ \.m^ 
refusal to honour its own i^jn’L' •r./i:t'C>ti 
pledge to move to multi- * t ’ a.mIJ nr 
party democracy are really ' v n ^.. t: rr v :v!ca^ 
two sides of fee same coin, . J ;< -v. .md ; 
for both represent the ab- r.il. 

sence of fee rule of law." he^‘ j •„ v.\ t 

said. "■ k j.",: !••• '■ i- .t*'** 

"Every nation has an ..jV c or . 

interest in promoting true rr , • . ur i . •• hi 
political dialogue in Burma 
— a dialogue feat will lead C fj,;, \irime 
to a real fight against . v .... h::.-.ckec 

crime, corruption and nar- J.- j , t i\- : . iron 
cotics and a government •• V/robi 

more acceptable to its pep- •; t ue 

pie," Mr. Clinton said. _ \\‘£ :n;.> fer \)ti 

Nobel Peace- laureate ICw-. _• .•vr.-pei- 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s Na- j jire- o) 
tional League for Democ- Uti-.ji nui'a -.r..!. 
racy (NLD) party won a T Ju- r* r^en- 

landslide victory in a 1990 

general election, but the 
ruling State Law and Order Ply*! ji/i 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC) never recognised «| 0 
the results of the poll. RllIlrQ 
Ms. Suu Kyi. who was ““HUH j 
under house arrest during , 
the election, has made re- ^ p ' — The 
pealed unanswered calls ", ' ** of 

since her release last year ^ l ^-' Rouge 

for the SLORC to recog- m 
nise fee poll results or at, . V to 

least open talks wife thff :t , n ar po- 

NLD on how to bring de- ' '.iij Wednes- 
mocracy to Burma. 

Burma's military rulers ‘ p . ^:. L ' urn mender of 
have also been accused by . : * n and 

the United Nations and ofe- - LV.i,j t > n 450 
ers of human rights abuses r ln Phn«»m \la- 
and for suppressing basic n ‘ ,,A their 

freedoms. Dem^ratie Na- 

In a series of crackdowns \(\|j n, . tcu ^ emeni 
on fee democracy move- y. l . an ‘'^'Jiiisation 
mem. the SLORC has leader 

arrested and released near- j [r .N J,Je Sck 
ly 1.000 NLD members or 4 ^iner-.. 
supporters since may for ^ Sok 

trying to hold meetings. ' l ’ 1 Ji'-kional 

Burmese exile groups ^ any- 

based in Bangkok, many of i.\| [ joined u jfe 
which had written 10 Mr. I-ne Sary.” 

Clinton urging him to aid 

speak out on Burma dunng pj . He 
his visit to Asia, applauded n P’ ,Jr Puiy. Him 
the president for raising fee 1%,^' re PWe him a s 
profile of Burma's prob% -n \[ 
lems. "F ••fficia! at 

But they said more need- ^ con- 

ed to be done, and noted ^ j Chie n had 
that Mr. Clinton had 
stopped short of takmg a df in , lu - identified 
strong stance. *«iumv?' r ^ v ice 

"This is the first step. -'Pk Cl j "••‘■uld 

having fee U.S. here," said hi, .j eputv 

Zaw Min, a spokesman for /"fn c j. , ll,Jri \‘hep. ‘ 
the all Burma student’s -2^* — l“ ^ere 
democratic front, whose \j2 t — 

members fled Burma dur- H Vo 

ing fee 1988 pro-democra- , f) . U 

cy demonstrations feat fee 1 AFp, 

military' crushed. ^M, lc ' — Sri 

"It is a positive step- c .^-*_ Q n- 

al though he didn't mention v^ n d\ ^ in 

very strongly what they - l * hr egin nsfr e ' v,:ar fed 
would do "he told Reuters. , 4 ' 1 _\ C j rs ■ r first 
Washington has slapped a ^ t; ivij a . l n a bid t 0 
visa ban on senior SLORC j lr *. On 

officials and has passed - here 

legislation allowing Mr. “ ^ 

Clinton to impose econonv ,IT| feis^io ner 

ic sanctions if repression in - ,if »n s ' ike said 
Burma worsens or if Ms. "Pen op 

Suu Kyi is re-arrested. Jrk lt ' mbe ^ to 

Some democracy ac# . . un and vii. 
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,s to ^ French soldiers take time off after sawing off part of the wreckage of an Ethiopian airliner. Fifty two of the 175 pas- 
* the r,.,.. ‘ sengers and crew in the Ethiopian airliner survived when the hijacked plane crashed In the Comoro Islands l Reuter 
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Comoran police are still holding 2 hijack suspects 


MORONI. Comoro Islands 
(R) — Police were Wed- 
nesday still holding two 
men suspected of being in- 
volved in the hijacking of 
an Ethiopian airlines plane 
even though the airline has 
absolved the two of respon- 
sibility. 

The commander of the 
Comoro Islands gendar- 
merie, Ismael Mognidahu. 
who is leading the investi- 
gation, said he would not 
bow to pressure to release 
[he two. a Kenyan and a 
1 1 he n»lr . < V Qpbouti national. 

’ / “We arrested these two 
•\ njiiun ' PWP 1 ® after having cross- 
m nr, 38 - chec ked the accounts of a 
number of survivors." he 


if di di eii? 
Jugltc (has. 
real lieht . 


gers and crew survived. The 
other 125 are dead or pre- 
sumed dead. By Tuesday 
evening 121 bodies had 
been recovered. 

Tiie two men detained by 
police were identified by 
some of the sur\ i\ors a> be- 
ing two of the three hijack- 
ers. 

However, ihe co-pilot. 
Yonas Mekuria. who was 
beaten up by the hijackers, 
said they were not the cul- 
prits. 

In the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian 
police issued a statement 
declaring their innocence. 

"The Kenyan and the 
Djibuuii nationals who are 
in custody in Comoro 
Islands were not involved in 
the hijacking and the acci- 
dent of the Boeing 767 
Ethiopian Airlines "plane 


told Reuters. 

The Ethiopian Airlines 
. . Boeing 767 was hijacked 
umipiirtii. Saturday as it flew from 

_ a S®" Addis Ababa to Nairobi.' 

iveptaw !<■ xh e plane ran out of fuel Saturday,” it said. ’They are 
r. C union-- and crashed into the sea ! t)ft1 ‘innocent passengers.” 

1 Peace _ ihe Comoros, 'an archipel- f Mr. Mekuria and another 
km Suu K ago 300 kilometres east'of surviving crew member 
.eague for - the African mainland. • '• have been ordered to remain 

sLDi jut. Fifty of the 175 passen- in the Comoros to help with 
Ic- caw if. 
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the investigation. 

Kenya’s Daily Nation 
newspaper Wednesday 
named the Kenyan as busi- 
nessman Michael Odenyo. 
who had initially been listed 
as one of the people who 
died in the crash. 

The newspaper said his 
family only found out he 
was alive and being held at 
a police station by a cir- 
cuitous route. 

A Kenyan trying to tele- 
phone the Comoros on un- 
related business got through 
to the police station. Mr. 
Odenyo heard a police offi- 
cer mention Kenya and 
asked to speak to the caller. 

The caller then rang die 
Central Bank of Kenya, 
where Odenyo’s wife 
works, and the good news 
was finally relayed to her by 
a colleague. 

"The past three days have 
been ttaumalic and [ a'.'Mrj- 
cle has'happeried, fo? Whjfch 
1 thank God,” Mr. Odenyo’s 
mother told the newspaper. 

His father has now gone 


Breakaway Khmer Rouge 
military commanders resign 
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PHNOM PENH t.Ri — The 
top two commanders of 
breakaway Khmer Rouge 
divisions in Cambodia's 
northwest have resigned to 
ote their attention to po- 
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alk* «c slides, officials said Wednes- 


day. 

Ei Chien, commander of 
Division 415 in Pailin, and 
Sok Pheap, Division 450 
commander in Phnom Mu- 
lai. would now devote their 
time to the Democratic Na- 
tional United Movement 
j (DNUM), an organisation 
fnV 1 o* sjangj hy breakaway leader 
dfim^ leng Sary, an aide to Sok 
hr ij- ; ,. Pheap told Reuters, 
andm^ “My commander Sok 
NSLO ou,d * • Pbeap is not the divisional 
r> -iner 11 commander of 450 any 
hold ift-vtf- more, as he has joined with 
# eok ? DNUM, led by leng Sary,” 
Bangkok n- the aide to Sok Pheap said 
vinu^" from Phnom Malai. He said 
U rein? * Sob Pheap’s deputy. Him 
t on Bn 1 ” 13 ” would replace hi in as 

L , via commander, 

trn Mara, an official at 

f BurnU"^ defense ministry’' con- 

f finned that Ei Chien had 

y stepped down. He said Ei 
■ . , m je\ Chien, who has identified 
.-jin'll himself in the past as vice 

' - ,->i 1 / finnan of DNUM, would 

,huft 

IlliV’- 


•w replaced by his deputy 
,i(4 * commander, Chhun Nhep. 
lflf _Tbe officials were vague 


lO- 


about the date of the resig- 
nations, but «iid rhey 
believed they took place 
around Nov. 6. the day the 
commanders merged their 
troops with government 
forces. 

Long Morin, an advisor to 
leng Sary, told Reuters he 
believed the resignations 
happened on Nov. 6. 

Political analysis said the 
resignations came as a sur- 
prise. and that it w as not yet 
clear if it signalled greater 
political involvement for 
the former commanders or 
whether it meant they 
would be taking on posts in 
the government army. 

General elections in Cam- 
bodia are set for 149S. 

'This could allow them to 
maintain the military wing 
of their mmenient through 
loyal deputies while streng- 
thening the political wing ot 
their movement.'" said one 
analyst. 

Long Norm denied any 
political ambitions for the 
movement, insisting it w-as 
not a political party and 
only existed to "educate our 
members and our nation 
about reconciliation." 

leng Sary, foreign minis- 
ter durine the Khmer 
Rouge’s 1975- 1979 reign of 


terror, broke w'ith hardliners 
of the Maoist guerrilla 
movement in August and 
founded DNUM. " 

leng Sary- who was par- 
doned in September for his 
role in the genocidal regime 
and whose troops, believed 
to number up to 4,000, 
joined the government ear- 
lier this month, has 
described DNUM as a neu- 
tral movement that seeks 
peace with the government. 

Government officials said 
they did not know' what the 
roles of Sok Pheap and Ei 
Chien would be in DNUM. 

Cu-pretniers Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen have tried to recruit 
Khmer Rouge defectors to 
their own parties during a 
period of increasing tension 
between the coalition lead- 
ers as they begin to position 
themselves ahead of the 
199S elections. 

Tlte Khmer Rouge, whose 
regime left more than "one 
million Cambodians dead, 
have been crippled by mass 
defections in recent months. 
The guerrilla group reneged 
on a U.N.- sponsored peace 
pact in 1 99 1 and have been 
fighting the coalition gov- 
ernment. 




Sri Lanka heads for polls in war zone 
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last year. 

Elections Chief Dissana- 
yake said the main council 
up for grabs will be Jatlna 
municipality, the main local 
authority in the north of the 
country. Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas were driven out ot the 
area fcusi year. 

“These will be the first 
local elections in the areas 
since 1983." Chief Dissana- 
vake said. He said balloting 
that was to be held in 1987 
had been postponed since 
then because of security 
considerations. 

Under election laws, the 
latest vote must be conduct- 
ed between the end of Jan- 
uary and early February 
the exact date is expected to 
be announced on Dec. 17. 


The government has said 
that it wants a local Tamil 
leadership to emerge in 
Jaffna to take over the reha- 
bilitation of the embattled 
region where most civilian 
duties -are now supervised 
by the military. 

Although the government 
made the surprise announce- 
ment of the vote in the north, 
local council elections in the 
rest of the country have been 
postponed .three limes till 
■ April next year. 

The government of Pre- 
sident Chandrika Kumura- 
tunga last year postponed 
the local bodies' election by 
one year with the agreement 
of the main opposition and 
later twice by using tough 
emergency regulations. 


Khan sees 
bright 
future in 
Pakistan 
politics 

ISLAMABAD tAFPj — 
Former Pakistani cricket 
hero Imran Khun vowed a 
spirited solo battle by hts 
nascent political party in 
the next national election, 
in an interview published 
here Wednesday. 

“We will make no al- 
liance with others, ours 
will be a solo flight," Mr. 
Khan said of the Tchreek- 
e-lnsaaf (Movement for 
Justice; he launched about 
nine months ago at the start 
of his political career. 

The next polls, due on 
Feb. 3. will be the “most 
stormy" in Pakistan’s his- 
tory, Mr. Khan told domes- 
tic news agency NNI. 

The manifesto of his 
party focuses on social jus- 
tice, good governance and 
elimination of political and 
administrative corruption. 

Mr. Khan predicted elec- 
toral failure for the main- 
stream parties, the Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP) of 
ousted Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto and Pakistan 
Muslim League of her 
archfoe Nawaz Sharif, also 
a former premier. 

“Both have already been 
tested by the nation.” he 
said. 

Singling out PPP, he fo- 
recast that Ms. Bhutto's 
party would be "wiped 
out" in the elections. 

Mr. Khan enjoys person- 
al popularity due to his 
cricket exploits and his 
humanitarian work in rais- 
ing a modem cancer hospi- 
tal with the help of public 
donations, but his fledgling 
party is still in an organisa- 
tional phase. 

In a country where politi- 
eiiuis are a suspect lot 
widely accused of corrup- 
tion. Mr. Khan has a moral ' 
advantage with his name 
untainted by any corrup- 
tion scandal. 
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Lukashenko ’s power grab 
sets off alarm bells abroad 


to Moroni, the Comoran 
capital, and the family be- 
lieves Mr. Odenyo will he 
released as suon as the 
father - confirms his son’s 
identity. 

Only two of the bodies 
recovered from the wreck- 
age had left rhe island by 
Tuesday evening. The rest 
remain in a makeshift 
morgue that used to be a 
meat inijxj tier's cold stor- 
age room. 

The small country of 
about half a million people 
was struggling to cope with 
the aftermath of the tragedy. 

“These people, who had 
been unexpectedly highly 
efficient in carrying out the 
rescue operation within a 
short space of time, are not 
actually up to the job of 
coordination of the whole 
proceJw Utf; identification, 
inveJfifiMion” ind--ev*jua- ! 
non , Vv oh'6 foreign diplomat ' 
here '• te" evacuate a body, 
told Reuters. 


MINSK (Agencies) — Be- 
larus President Alexander 
Lukashenko’s power grab 
has outmanoeuvred the op- 
position and raised concern 
about how he plans to use 
his virtually unassailable 
authority in the cx- Soviet 
republic. 

Some western diplomats 
arc now asking how much 
further Mr. Lukashenko will 
go, alter he bypassed oppo- 
sition from parliament, the 
constitutional court and the 
central elect oral commis- 
sion to boost his already 
considerable powers. 

"Just three months ago 1 
did not believe he was dan- 
gerous. but now I’ve 
changed nxy mind." one dip- 
lomat admitted, asking not 
to be named. 

Political opponents and 
human rights activists have 
accused the 42-year-old 
president of creating a dic- 
tatorship on the back of a 
landslide victory 1 in a con- 
troversial referendum 
Sunday which boosted his 
powers. 

About 100 prn-Lukashen- 
ko deputies broke away 
front the Belarus parlia- 
ment, still called the sup- 
reme Soviet, and set up a 
new assembly Tuesday, dec- 
laring the old parliament 
defunct. 

Mr. Lukashenko’s strong- 
arm tactics have raised fears 
in Europe that a new dicta- 
torship may have emerged 
in this republic of 10 mil- 
lion inhabitants, sand- 
wiched between Russia and 
Poland. 

“A .black mountain has 
risen up in the centre of 
Europe," said deputy Viktor 
Gonchar, a former ally of 
Mr. Lukashenko, but now- 
one of his most outspoken 
opponents. 

The United States "is not 
going to be able to -have a: 
normak positive • relation-, 
ship wkh' a government- that * 
is fimdamentally anti-demo- 
eratic,” state department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said, commenting on Mr. 
Lukashenko's power grab. 

The new constitution, en- 
dorsed by a landslide major- 
ity in Mr. Lukashenko's ref- 
erendum, does not provide 
any real counterweight to 
the Belarus president, a for- 
mer Communist appa- 
ratchik collective farm boss 
who came to power in July 
1994. 

Mr. Lukashenko can now 
have the final say in the 



A deputy in the alternative Belarussian Parliament raises his arm to speak while 
President Alexander Lukashenko looks on during a session of the Parliament in 
Minsk. More and more deputies loyal to Mr. Lukashenko moved from the 
Belarussian Parliament to the alternative pro-presidential one. after the President 
won an overwhelming victory in a controversial referendum Sunday (Reuter photo) 


composition of a new two- 
chamber parliament, the 
constitutional court and 
electoral commission. 

"He is on the verge of 
saining what he wanted — 
total power.” said one diplo- 
mat. 

Mr. Lukashenko has re- 
peatedly insisted that there 
are no grounds to talk of a 
dictatorship in Belarus. 

But he said his referen- 
dum, denounced as illegal 
by the opposition, was 
aimed at ensuring “order 
and discipline." 

Belarus does not have 
prisoners of conscience, and 
trade unions, political par- 
ties and demonstrations are 
tolerated. 

However, the authorities 
have intimidated the oppo- 
sition. muzzling the press, 
and some newspapers have 
appeared with blank spaces 
where the censors have 
excised politically incorrect 
opinions. 

Several Belarussian news- 
papers are now' primed in 
neighbouring Lithuania. 

According to Sergei Kol- 
yakin, leader of the Com- 
munist parliamentary 
group, Mr. Lukashenko's 
"main enemy is the econo- 
my," and he predicts that a 
return to a command econo- 
my will bring ruin and 
chaos. 

Mr. Lukashenko's Soviet- 
style interference in market 
processes has already led to 


food stocks running lower 
and lower in Belarussian 
shops and a much slower 
pace of reform than in 
neighbouring Poland or 
Russia. 

The risk is that Mr. 
Lukashenko, a populist who 
uses stridently pro- Moscow 
and anti-NATO rhetoric, 
w ill use the West as a scape- 
goat for the counuy’s eco- 
nomic ills, one diplomat 
said. 

The European Union has 
adopted a softer public 
stance toward Mr. Luka- 
shenko than that of the Uni- 
ted States, perhaps aware 
that nothing would be 
gained by isolating Belarus. 

Another question mark 
hangs over Mr. Lukashen- 
ko’s project to reintegrate 
his counuy with Russia, the 
Slav big brother which 
dominated Belarus from the 
end of the 18th century to 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in December 1991. 

Some opposition critics 
have even suggested that 
Mr. Lukashenko harbours 
long-term plans ro enter the 
Kremlin in the event of 
reunification with Russia. 

In April ibe two countries 
signed a far-reaching union 
treaty envisaging the cre- 
ation of supra-national bod- 
ies and a host of other areas 
of cooperation, setting a 
precedent in Moscow'’s rela- 
tions with other former 
Soviet republics. 

The Belarus constitutional 
court insisted Wednesday 


that Mr. Lukashenko's ref- 
erendum was only consulta- 
tive. re mg his claim that 
it v .illy binding. 

The .-oiiMitutional court 
chairman sent a letter to Mr. 
Lukashenko reiterating its 
ruling last week that the ref- 
erendum was only consulta- 
tive, court spokesman Oleg 
Maskhalov said. 

Meanwhile, the new as- 
sembly of prv> Lukashenko 
deputies adopted a law 
Wednesday to make the ref- 
erendum result legally bind- 
ing — a move denounced 
by the old parliament as 
unconstitutional. 

Meanwhile, A council of 
Europe delegation officially 
pronounced" illegitimate 
Wednesday the results of a 
referendum in Belarus 
which gave President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
sweeping powers. 

A committee from the 
Pan-European body, set up 
after World War U to pro- 
mote human rights and 
democracy, said in a state- 
ment released at a news 
conference that it was im- 
possible “to reach a positive 
conclusion as to the democ- 
ratic legitimacy of the refer- 
endum and its results.” 

Appealing to Mr. Luka- 
shenko to respect parlia- 
mentaiy democracy and the 
rule of law. the statement 
expressed concern that the 
way a new legislature was 
being formed “might dep- 
rive the Belarussian parlia- 
ment of its legitimacy." 


Russia to pull out last Chechenya troops by Jan. 25 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
defence ministry will start 
pulling out its last troops 
from breakaway Chechenya 
on Dec. 1 and the withdraw- 
al will end by Jan. 25, the 
eve of planned elections 
there, Interfax news agency 
said Wednesday. 

The decision follows a 
pledge made by President 
Boris Yeltsin last weekend 
ro withdraw Russia’s two 
remaining units from the 
region, where Moscow- 
failed to defeat separatists 
in a 21 -month-long bloody 
war. 

Interfax, quoting an un- 
named source in tfie army’s 
general staff, said the re- 
maining troops numbered 
about 6,000. The ministry' 


will also remove 2,000 ar- 
moured vehicles. Four 
tonnes of supplies and 400 
tonnes of military' equip- 
ment. it added. 

Russia has already with- 
drawn ihe bulk of its troops 
from Chechenya following 
an Aug. 3 1 peace treaty that 
deferred a decision on the 
region’s final political sta- 
tus for five years. 

But Moscow had wanted 
to leave two units perma- 
nently in Chechenya — one 
from the defence ministry 
and another from the interi- 
or ministry. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s surprise an- 
nouncement that they 
would also be withdrawn 
sparked anger among his 
Communist and nationalist 


opponents in the State 
Duma lower house of par- 
liament. 

They plan to hold an 
extraordinary parliamentary 
session Friday to discuss the 
issue, arguing that by with- 
drawing the troops Mr. Yel- 
tsin is sanctioning Chechen 
independence. 

They have threatened to 
try to impeach Mr. Yeltsin 
— a long drawn-out proce- 
dure which has little chance 
of success — or to call for a 
no-confidence vote in the 
government. 

The brigade being with- 
drawn will be restationed in 
the southern Russian city of 
Budennovsk. where scores 
of people were killed in 
June last year when Che- 


chen rebels took hostages at 
a local hospital. 

The incident forced Mos- 
cow to negotiate a ceasefire 
with the rebels in Chechen- 
ya, where tens of thousands 
of people, mostly civilians, 
had been killed since Rus- 
sian troops were sent into 
the resion in December 
1994. 

Elections to set up a post- 
war administration in Che- 
chen vu are scheduled for 
Jan. 27. 

Chechen separatist leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbivev has 
already said he plans to run 
for the presidency and other 
candidates are likely to sur- 
face after the official launch 
of the election campaign 
Wednesday. 


Patten defends Hong Kong subversion bill move 


TOKYO <R) — Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten 
Wednesday defended his 
government’s move to int- 
roduce a new anti-subver- 
sion bill before the colony's 
return to China and lashed 
out at Beijing for refusing 
dialogue on the issue. 

“Very reluctantly, wc de- 
cided that we would need to 
go ahead to honour our 
commitment to Hong 
Kong.” Gov. Pacien, who is 
in Tokyo on a six-day visit, 
told a news conference. 

He is in Japan to attend a 
business seminar and to dis- 
cuss with Japanese political 
and business leaders the 
colony’s future before and 
after its handover to China 
next year. 

Britain took steps Tuesday 
to bring in a pre-emptive 
new law on subversion 
ahead of Hong Kong’s 1997 
return, laying down legal 
markers defining the con- 


cepts of treason, sedition, 
subversion and secession in 
a bid to head offjailings of 
dissidents after Beijing 
takes over the colony. 

Chinese officials in Hong 
Kong immediately attacked 
the move and pro-China 
politicians said the law 
would probably be erased 
and replaced after China 
resumes sovereignty at mid- 
night next June 30. 

"We’ve been discussing 
for 17 months — 17 months 
— with Chinese officials on 
this issue and frankly, by 
and large, Chinese officials 
have refused to enter into a 
dialogue.” Gov. Parten said. 

He said nothing in the 
joint declaration between 
Britain and China prohibit- 
ed translating what is com- 
mon law in Britain into the 
language of international 
law. He said the breach of 
the agreement came from 
China, which recentlv an- 


nounced it was setting up a 
provisional legislature. 

“People living in glass 
houses should be careful of 
lobbing bricks around." 
Gov. Patten said. 

A spokesman for China’s 
de-facto embassy in Hong 
Kong said that Britain 
would have to take respon- 
sibility for all the conse- 
quences of amending Lhe 
law. 

Commenting on Beijing’s 
reaction. Gov. Patten said: 
“There were no questions 
whatsoever (from China) 
about the details of what we 
were proposing.” 

"It’s curious that rather 
than say what is wrong, we 
continue to set propagan- 
da.” he said. 

“The challenge is for 
China that Hong Kone can. 
under Chinese sovereignty, 
do as well as it did (before 
the reversion) or better" 
Gov. Patten said. 


He told Japanese business 
leaders during a meeting 
earlier Wednesday that 
Hong Kong’s success was 
due to its deregulation poli- 
cies and free market. 

“1 hope you \ Japan) will 
stay interested and diplo- 
matically supportive of the 
maintenance of Hong Kong 
as a bridge between China 
and the rest of the world, as 
a free society under the rule 
of law.” Gov. Patten said. 

Gov. Patten said he was 
"cautiously optimistic” 
about Hong Kong after the 
1997 revision, and ex- 
pressed confidence in the 
people of Hong Kong and 
its civic institutions to 
maintain the freedom and 
economic prosperity of the 
territory. 

Gov. Patten also pressed 
Tokyo to afford Hong Kong’s 
post- 1997 passports preferen- 
tial treatment over mainland 
Chinese passports. 
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U.N. awaits answer, still 


THE U.S. has so far managed to block the election 
of U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali to a sec- 
ond term in office. It did so by vetoing his reelection 
bid though ail the other 14 member states of the 
Security Council supported him. 

The overwhelming support that the incumbent 
secretary general enjoys in the General Assembly 
attests to the fact that Dr. Ghali is the choice of 
almost ail the U.N. member states with the sole 
exception of Washington. Why then does not the 
U.S. want him there, risking in the process being iso- 
lated even by its most trusted allies and friends? 
President Bill Clinton’s National Security Adviser 
Anthony Lake reaffirmed Sunday that his govern- 
ment needed Dr. Ghali replaced in order to convince 
Congress to pay its more than $1 billion in arrears 
to the U.N. Admitting that the secretary general 
•‘has done many good things'" and that President 
Clinton personally likes him, Mr. Lake went on to 
say that “the problem is that the U.N. is in desperate 
need for reform and we (the U-S.J need a secretary 
general who can carry out those reforms in a way 
that Boutros Ghali has not.” Another problem, in 
the estimation of Mr. Lake, “was the U.N. debacle in 
Somalia where 18 U.S. soldiers died.” Perhaps the 
National Security Adviser would have liked to add 
to the UJS. list of grievances against Dr. Ghali the 
Bosnian conflict as well. The Americans could, for 
instance, choose to place the blame for inaction 
against the Serbs on the secretaiy general, espe- 
cially with regard to Srebrenica, which was 
declared a safe haven by the U.N. but was never 
defended when the Serbs attacked it and massacred 
thousands of fleeing Bosnian Muslims. 

No one is suggesting that the U.N. under Dr. Ghali 
has been perfect But the fact remains that the 
international organisation has never been perfect 
either. The' function of the secretary general, who- 
ever he may be, has been and remains the execu- 
tion of the decisions of the member states especially 
the permanent members of the Security Council. Dr. 
Ghali,like all his predecessors, has essentially been 
the head of the U.N. bureaucracy, nothing more and 
nothing less. If there have been shortcomings in the 
management of the U.N. Secretariat, it is the fault 
of the member states which make administrative 
and financial decisions that the secretary general 
has no alternative but to implement. 

The U.S. is certainly right in wanting to reform 
the U.N. Where Washington is wrong, however, is 
in believing that reforming the organisation can be 
accomplished without correcting the performance 
of the member states and their resolutions. No mat- 
ter who heads the U.N-, the problems facing it would 
continue until and unless member states face up to 
these problems in a serious manner. That is why we 
think that the continued obstruction of Dr. Ghaii's 
reelection is not the answer to the woes of the inter- 
national organisation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT Iraq and (he United Nations have reached 
full understanding on a mechanism for the implementa- 
tion of an agreement on oil for food, hopes have risen 
that Iraqi oil will be flowing again and the Iraqis will 
see the beginning of the end of their long sufferings 
caused by The U.N. embajgo. said Mahmoud Riniawi. 
a writer for A1 Ra'i. For six long years Iraq has been 
deprived of revenues, its people have been suffering 
due to food and medicines shortages and its children 
have been dying at the rate of 5.000 a month, according 
to U.N. agencies, said the writer. The stumbling block 
before Iraq’s exporting its oil was the United Stares and 
it is hoped that the Americans will not find further 
excuses to justify the non-implementation of the Iraqi - 
U.N. agreement, said the writer. Should a problem of 
American creation crop up now,, it would bring with it 
a real disaster to Iraq which has complied with all the 
U.N. resolutions and has done all that has been required 
from it in order to see the end of the ordeal, added the 
writer. The writer said the Arabs hope that the partial 
exportation of oil for food and medicine would pave the 
way for the gradual lifting of the embargo. 


COMMENTING ON Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s threats that Israeli forces might resort to 
reoccupying the West Bank towns and the Gaza Strip in 
order to subdue the will of the Palestinian people, a 
writer for AJ Dustour said that this time the Israeli 
forces will not find this task a bed of roses, but rather 
would face fierce resistance that could trigger hostili- 
ties in the whole region. Saleh QoIIab said that Mr. 
Netanyahu, in a bid to intimidate the Palestinians into 
refraining from declaring an independent Palestinian 
state, has massed his troops and tanks around the West 
Bank towns and Gaza and is beefing up the Israeli set- 
tlements. The reoccupation of these towns would mean 
total abrogation of the Oslo accords and a return to the 
intifada with a greater force, said the writer. The 
Palestinians are determined to declare their indepen- 
dent state in two years' time because by then the time 
limit given to the Oslo deal to be implemented would 
have expired, but their move is bound to draw further 
Israeli acts of repression and aggression against the 
Palestinian people, according to the writer. In the light 
of such developments, he said, the whole Palestinian 
nation would be up in arms resisting the Israeli occupa* 
lion forces. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Bikes, spikes, parks and the need to do things right 


THE LETTER to the editor written by nine-year old 
Daniel Robert Linfield entitled “Spikes in parks” (Jordan 
Times. Nov. 9. 1996), evokes in my mind a few thoughts 
about consciousness of public matters, individual respon- 
sibility. public awareness of danger and institutional 
vision. 

Daniel starts his short but sensitive, informing and 
informed letter by expressing his appreciation for “all the 
parks that have been built around Amman." thus recognis- 
ing the commendable efforts which the Greater Amman 
Municipality has, for years, been exerting to make the cap- 
ital greener and cleaner. This is nor only a smart rhetorical 
move on the part of young Daniel (before one criticises, 
one needs to preface the criticism with a complement! but 
a wise, mature thing to do (one has to take note of the pos- 
itive as well as the negative). Many adulL experienced men 
of words and letters in our part of the world who indulge, 
relish, revel and thrive on negative criticism alone can per- 
haps learn from young Daniel's tone and strategy. 

In the main body of the letter, howevpr. Daniel raises two 
issues of serious concern to him, and (indeed) to ail of us. 
The first is that since children need space (ample, safe 
space) to play in (instead of playing in the streets and 
exposing themselves and others to danger), they assume 
that the parks which the municipality has been building so 
diligently cater, in part at least, to the needs of these chil- 
dren. But this is not the case with respect to the specific 
park Daniel is talking about (and many others in the capi- 
tal) for, the letter tells us, “there is no play area" in it. One 
understands, of course, the fact that gardens and parks may 
be planned and executed with the people's aesthetic needs 
in mind. But would it not be also nice if they took the 
more practical fond perhaps even more pressing) needs 
into account. Many children choke to death in apartment 
buildings (which themselves have no space for children to 
play in) and many die while playing in the streets as a 
result of run-over accidents committed by both careless 
and careful motorists. Those who survive are a nuisance 
to the neighbours and a bother to the environment. 

The second point Daniel raises is equally serious. He 
tells us he does “not like" the park “at air because there is 
“a very dangerous fence around it." What does that mean? 
Daniel explains: “The fence is dangerous because it is 
made out of sharp metal spikes and they are right at the 
level where a child might (ail on them. Every day I see 
children riding their bikes near these spikes. Soon some- 
one will have a very bad accident that might kill them." 

It is this part of the letter that I wish to reflect upon. 

First of all. one cannot bur admire Daniel for raising a 
matter of public interest It is explicitly clear in his letter 
that the main cause of concern for him is not his personal 
safety only, but that of others: “Every’ day I see children 
riding their bikes..." Since Daniel is aware of the danger 
the fence poses, the fence may not pose any serious threat 
to him; the threat is to those children who ride the bikes 
and are not aware of the danger. For Daniel, a nine-year 
old boy, to care about the safety of other children is noble. 
More important than the nobleness, however, is the altru- 
istic implication of his concern and die meaning of such 
altruism within our overall social context. 

There is no doubt that our citizens are altruistic and sup- 


portive in many ways. When your car stalls in winter time, 
many people volunteer to push (though perhaps not as 
many today as fifteen years ago), even before you ask. If 
people see you carrying something heavy, they volunteer 
to assist. If a blind person is attempting to cross the street, 
many rush to help. Many students at our universities 
spend much of their time reading for a blind fellow class- 
mate, filling out forms for them in registration time, writ- 
ing down answers for them in exams, socialising with 
them. etc.. 

Though altruistic and supportive, people in our pan of 
the world are in many ways (especially at a personal level) 
often selfish, indifferent and careless with respect to mat- 
ters of public interest. How many people pass daily by the 
park which Daniel is talking about? I happen to be famil- 
iar with the neighbourhood Daniel is describing; it is not 
one of the heavily-populated areas in Amman; but it is a 
sizeable neighbourhood nonetheless. How many of those 
passing by reflect on what may happen to kids who ride 
their bicycles by the infamous fence? Very few, if any. 
Being aware of matters of public interest is not particular- 
ly visible in our part of the world. Daniel most probably 
owes such consciousness to his parents, for public-con- 
scious people are made, not bom. 


et 


Though altruistic and supportive , 
people in our part of the world are 
in many ways (especially at a per- 
sonal level) often selfish , indiffer- 
ent and careless with respect to 
matters of public interest” 


may be; more than lamentation, we need action 
The most important point to stress here.andtbeinost 
important lesson to be learned from Daniel s letter, is per- 
haps the question of awareness of dancer. I have just asked 
above: How many people who pass the fence which Darnel 
passes care about the danger it poses or care about doing 
something about it? But perhaps l should ask instead: 
How many of those passing the fence actually realise that 
there is potential danger involved? We five m a culture 
which greatly underestimates danger. And this is no joke. 

The person who fixed ray car exhaust last week spent 
half an hour under the car welding without using any form 
of protection for his eyes. A person who came to help him 
half-way through worked with a chemical material without 
wearing his gloves. I have seen farmers and gardeners 
sprav insecticides against a strong breeze with their 
mouths wide open. (A gardener died as a result of this at. 
one of Amman's hotels last year), i see construction work- 
ers hanging 10. 1 5. 20 metro above ground with no safe- 
ty measures whatsoever. How- many of our children have 
drowned in reservoirs? How many street-soccer players 

have been killed? . ' 

One of the tragicomic stories 1 have heard from a rnena 
is about a gardener who comes annually to cut the odd 
branches in his farm; he would sit (-’-4 metres above 
ground) on the branch he plans to cut and actually starts 


But perhaps more important than consciousness of a 
matter harmful to the public is the willingness, the guts to 
do something about it. Daniel has not only taken notice of 
the problem and has been bothered by it. he has also decid- 
ed to do something about it. to write about it publicly. 
Daniel and those who are like him, however, are the excep- 
tion. not the rule, in our culture. Some of us ( many of us) 
may be conscious of a matter annoying the public; a few 
may be bothered by it. How many, however, care to do 
something about it? Much less than a few. People in our 
society, as I argued lost week, lack faith in their ability os 
individuals to effect change, and they therefore fail to take 
the initiative. What is my responsibility as an individual to 
my society and to the world at large? Daniel's last words 
in the said letter are revealing: “Whoever is in charge of 
park fences should ban this kind from Jordan and the 
world.” Not only “from Jordan” but also "from the world.” 
This is the right spirit. 

I still cannot get over the old lady who stood in front of 
a high-rise building in Chicago in the summer heat of 1988 
smiling politely at passers-by gathering signatures in an 
attempt to prevent the cutting down of a tree in the side- 
walk. More than words, we want deeds, small though they 


cutting. _ „ ■ 

How many of our sidewalks are tit to walk on. How 
many of our streets are fit to drive in? A few winters ago. 
I was driving on a major highway — one of the best in 
Eastern Amman.- I was in the middle of the street when ray 
left wheel plunged in a hole filled with wafer and the tyre 
exploded. When 1 got our of the car and looked, the hole 
was more than half a metre deep. 

But if one faults individuals in our society for failing to 
be aware of danger, one faults the officials in charge of 
things even more for failing to anticipate danger, failing to 
address dangerous situations or respond to complaints 
about it. We" may be able to live with the fact that few in 
Daniel's neighbourhood realise the potential threat the 
spiky fence poses, but what about those people who built 
the fence. I know that the municipality has some of the 
best engineers and some of" the best planners and strate- 
gists. How come they have not thought about the danger 
such spikes would pose? Have such engineers succumbed, 
like everybody else in this culture, to a carefree attitude 
and a danger-free vision of the world? Have they stopped 
to care? Or is it that the spikes have been ingeniously 
thought of by the head of a department whom no engineer 
dares to contradict? Or has the fence been designed and 
built by a non-specialist, say a janitor or a manual labour- 
er? One fails to understand. Is it not somewhat shameful 
that a nine-year-old notices and cares about what our adult 
planners, administrators and engineers either do not notice 
or do not care about? 

Something is seriously wrong with the way many of us 
(private individuals as well as officials) see, perceive, 
express and stand with respect to matters pertaining to 
public safety. There is a great deal to learn from Daniel'S: 
letter, regarding correct perception tind correct action* 


What kind of future do divided Israelis want? 


Bv Flora Lewis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— The conversation hovers 
around catastrophe. It is not 
only among Arabs, in 
Europe and among some in 
the United Stales, that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's conduct of 
Israeli policy is causing dis- 
tress and deep concern 
about Middle East peace. 
Many Israelis voice their 
fears in even stronger terms. 

There has never been such 
an open, harsh, angry split 
in Israeli opinion. 

The most vivid critics are 
people who did not vote for 
Mr. Netanyahu, and they 
detest him personally as 
well as politically. But even 
his supporters are saying 
ugly things. His aides are 
aware that they face a severe 
loss of confidence with 
w’hich they must deal. 

The big question every- 
body asks is what his real 
intentions are in continuing 
negotiations, and nobody 
presumes to know for sure. 

The official American 
position is to await concrete 
“tests." specific points in 
carrying out the Oslo agree- 
ments. 

For the moment, terms for 
the promised withdrawal of 
Israeli troops , from 80 per 
cent of Hebron are the focal 
issue, and it is getting more, 
not less, emotionally explo- 
sive as people on both sides 
denounce concessions 
already made. Hebron is the 
last major Palestinian city 
under occupation. 

The argument is over how 
to guarantee the security of 
some 450 ultra-orthodox 
Jewish settlers (300 of them 
children) determined to stay 
in the heart of the city 
Secular Israelis resent the 
need to assign three times as 
many soldiers to protect 
them. 

An eminent writer, mock- 
ing the heavily armed set- 
tiers' insistence on their 
God-given right to remain, 
said: “But they don’t trust 
God. either. I wouldn’t 
evacuate them. I*d pull out 
the army and see what they 
really believe." 

Hebron is only the first of 
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a long list of obligations 
under the Oslo agreements 
yet to be met. decisive for 
the Palestinian National 
Authority's ability to main- 
tain its own people's sup- 
port. And then come the real 
brain-crunching issues of 
final status negotiations and 
the new state which 
Palestinians demand and 
Mr. Netanyahu says will 
never be. 

The hawks attack both 
opposition liberals and Mr. 
Netanyahu for undermining 
or circumventing the army. 
“To win a war. wc need a 
general staff that regards the 
Arabs as enemies, not as 
friends or partners.” wrote 
Yohanan Ramati in The 
Jerusalem Post. The doves 
say the army is being 
abused with the wrong 
tasks, and both worry about 
polls showing a sharp drop 
in customary high motiva- 


tion among the troops. 

A scarcely political pho- 
tographer said with a shud- 
der: “Those people are 
Israelis and rhey speak 
Hebrew, but f don’t feel I 
belong to the same nation. 
I’m coming to feel niy state 
is the stare of Tel Aviv." He 
spoke of civil war, look it 
back as an exaggeration, 
and then went ” on and 
repeated the danger of civil 
war among Jews several 
limes. 

A distinguished journalist, 
noted for bravery, said he 
had not been frightened dur- 
ing Israel's other wars, but 
now he has a nightmare 
about (he survival of the 
country if things go on this 
way. 

There are wide complaints 
about lack of leadership and 
of a dear sense of how Mr. 
Netanyahu plans to fulfill 
his pledge of "peace with 


security.” Gideon Raphael, a 
retired diplomat who held 
high rank, calls the prime 
minister “a mix of Waller 
Mirty and Rambo. but with- 
out Walter Mitty's inno- 
cence and Ram bo's 

strength." 


Peace is the big issue, but 
it has got mixed up in the 
„ i-^uc of religious authority 
in (he predominantly secular 
Jewish state. The fairly 
recent alliance of national- 
ists and orthodox gives the 
religious groups " greatly 


Jewish identity. 

The original Zionist idea 
was to provide the Jewish 
people with a homeland 
where they could be com- 
fortably themselves, free of 
persecution, — — ~ 
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“Does it require an enemy, a hostile 
mobilising pressure, for Jewishness to 
survive, or rather the moral, compas- 
sionate culture that yearns for peace and 
dignity?” 


A young woman, a profes- 
sor of literature and enthusi- 
astic participant in dialogue 
with Arabs to "de- 
dcmonisc” relations, says: 
“Wc secular liberals are ioo 
passive. The militant nation- 
alists arc aggressive, but wc 
don't want to take up arms 
to fight for our view.'* 


enhanced power and visibil- 
ity. The non-religious feel 
they an? threatened with 
oppression, rather like what 
moderate Muslims fed 
about their fundamentalists. 

They are all Zionists, but 
the question i.s arising about 
me very meaning of the 
Jewish state and the core of 


as a 

''normal" nation. But 
beneath the unchallenged 
requirement of security lies 
that question of identity. 

Does it require, an enemy, 
a hostile mobilising pres- 
sure, for Jewishness to sur- 
vive. or rather the moral, 
compassionate culture that 
yearns for peace and digni- 
ty? Until now there has 
always been an enemy, so 
the question was hypotheti- 
cal. It is becoming substan- 
tive and painful. The divi- 
sions ore not just the lively 
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tradition of argument. They 
are existential, about what 
kind of future Israel seeks. 
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Promoting Jordan is the order of the day 
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Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, will meet today 
at the Higher Council for Science and Technology with 
a large [group of private and semi- government sector 
rcpresciyatives to coordinate Jordan's participation at 
an important international forum. Prince Hassan will 
be top billed next week among current and former prime 
ministers from Mauritius to Israel, ministers from Hong 
Kong td Chile, multimtiional businessmen from the 
Netherlands to the U.K. and CNN talk show host Larry 
King atj the annual Global Panel conference at the 
Hague, to discuss this year's theme " The Need for a 
Grand Design: Multiple Prospectives on a Changing 
World, ' i with a special session on Jordan. Scheduled to 
take pldce Tuesday and Wednesday at the Hague in the 
Netherlands, the conference will Have a special session 
on Wednesday night and Thursday in Aachen. Germany. 
Global Panel is a conference during which internation- 
al developments in the political, economic, and social 
spheres are discussed ar the highest level by opinion 
leaders and decision-makers. The organiser of the 
panel is the European Research Centre (ERC). an inde- 
pendent Dutch organisation with international experi- 
ence. For eight consecutive years, the panel has proved 
to be an inspiring meeting place for business people, 
politicians, and academics, h is supported by the inter- 
national business community, the Dutch government, 
and the European Union, dutch Minister for Foreign 
Trade Anneke van Dok-van Woele acts as president of 
Global Panel. The organisation has hosted, among 
other dignitaries, His Majesty King Hussein. 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, former U.S. 
Presidents Jimmy Carter and George Bush, former 
President of the former Soviet Union Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Argentine President Carlos Menem, 
President Robert Mugabe of Kenya and former U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. 

This year Global Panel will host among others 
President of Mauritius Cassam Uteem, Prime Minister 
of Malaysia Dr. Mahathir Ben Mohammad, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyatrin Netanyahu, and former Prime 
Minister of Netherlands Ruud Lubbers. With the special 
country-oriented session .on " Jordan : Gateway to the 
Middle East and North Africa , " the Jordanian team 
accompanying the Crown Prince includes a large group 
of businessmen. The Jordanian participation is seen in 
terms of the Kingdom being a major regional player in 
the global economy, and as having a key role in estab- 


lishing and maintaining regional peace and security. 
What the busines: team will try to impress upon other 
conference attendees is that through continuing eco- 
nomic growth and low inflation, Jordan seeks to pro- 
mote foreign hnestment. joint ventures, and policies of 
technology transfer in major industrial sectors such as 
agriculture, machinery. chemicals and pharmaceuticals. 
They will also highlight the priority' given to conserving 
and expanding water resources. Needless to say, 
tourism and irfrastrucrure will figure high on the Jordan 
agenda. 


r A A 7j THE MAKING OF DIPLOMATS: With the blessing of 
y/tt the Crown Prince, as initiator and chairman of the 
yS fj Institute for Diplomacy ( ID ), academicians also are 
^ Ji looking at Jordan as a gateway to their interests. The 
/f\ memorandum of understanding signed this week 
// y between the ID. represented by its President Dr. Mazen 
// | Armouti. and the Damascus-based Arab Centre for 

1/ S Strategic Studies (A CSS), headed by former Yemeni 
[ [ j/ President Ali Nasser Mohammad, works to enhance the 
Vjgry mandates of both organisations is several ways. As a 
multi-functional institute the ID aims basically to con - 
■ duct research and studies, solely and jointly with other 
' institutions focusing on international affairs, in order to 

/ ■ enhanc? and improve Jordan's external communication 
and exchange of information in the fields of strategic 
and international studies. Here. Dr. Armouti. who is 
j r also or. advisor to the Crown Prince, explains that by 
gSSf& l • strategic, the ID and other like institutes look at strate- 
' gic in a wider context than the earlier and narrower per- 
' ; f‘ . spectiv* on various forms of national security. But the 
f 1 j priority of the ID is to graduate qualified, well-rounded 
i f •* diplomats and others working in the field of intemation- 
' al relations. ■ Other functions include conducting 
. nationhl and international conferences and seminars 
and establishing a database on Jordanian external rela- 
tions. j Similarly, the ACC has a basic function of 
. -1 'vft research which fits the IDs think-rank function. The 
•fefc j5( JD’s programme of affiliation has brought it together 
£ with numerous institutes and centres for research, tram- 
Ute and academic involvement, such as Inst i tut des 
Sciences Politiques (Science PO) and Universidad 
- — Complutense in Madrid. The institute is looking into 

c niii. v , r « affiliation with Georgetown University in Washington. 
■aiid v D.C. and the Vienna Diplomatic Academy. Meanwhile 
~ r0 \ id? lt L- the ID is a corporate member of two London-based 
*iih •* /l. institutes, the International Institute of Strategic Studies 
, x coflW (Chatham House), and Royal United Services Institute 
hciv-^, f RUSI). The memorandum between the ID and the 
n li\^ . ACSS adds weight to the Damascus centre’s forthcoming 
presence in Amman. The centre, in fact, will establish a 

rht’ lllH ^r branch in Amman, as well as in Oman, and the united 
>ni ^ if’ Emirates. Mr. Mohammad announced during the 
signing cetemonv Monday that His Majesty King 
Ijjjn-’ Hussein had donated a plot of land for the purpose of 
i,uih | l , ' ll, v constructing a building to house the ACCs Amman 
i nvisW 11 * f, branch. Meanwhile, questions were raised as to why the 
. 1( |,ei ^ „ ID would involve itself in organising cultural exhibitions 
'* suc h as the two which ran simultaneously at the ID 

il ' <*& Zt b *Ming Iasi week. To those queries Dr. Armouti 



Jordan Tourism and Hotel Company Chairman Khalil Talhouni (right) and InterContinental President for the 
Middle East and Africa Raymond Khalife sign a contract renewal for the continued management of the Jordan 
InterContinental Hotel ( photo by Yousef Al * Allan ) 



’f \. 0 * ^ responded that the exhibition of photos by Arab- 
!l , m Americas artist Lilly Bandaq and the exhibition of cal- 
^ J.i* hJfj iigraphy of the Arab and Islamic worlds are events the 
“ verf pleased to host because 


OlIl ,i r i , V' w very l/iLtwtix iv v - . f 

^ ftant ingredient of inter-cultural communication, p us 
P 3 ^ : they have a regional flavour. “ Although on the outset 
1,0 tkev mail nnnenr outside the domain of the ID S IU rk. 




they may appear outside the domain of the ID s work, 
they actually do fit in and help our students enhance 
their own appreciation of arts and culture which will 
serve them as future diplomats. * 


PROVING THEM. 

WRONG: Already hav- 
ing served as a diplo- 
mat, Khalil Othman , ii 
would appear, has some 
rather potent powers of 
persuasion. When he 
was first appointed us 
an inspector of the 
United Nations 

Specialised Agencies in 
Geneva. U.N. authori- 
ties were at the time 
about to shut down the 
unit. But a paper pre- 
sented by Dr. Olhrnun in 
which he was critical of 
some aspects of the U.N. 
administrative depart- 
ments prompted officials 
to prolong the life of the Khalil Othman 
unit. Four years and 
two re-elections later. 

Dr. Othman has just begun his third two-year term, and 
he is vice-chairman of the unit. In his early 50s, Dr. 
Othman received his Ph.D. in political economics at the 
London School of Economics. He began his career at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was posted to 
Jordan s embassy in London and to the Kingdom 's mis- 
sion at the United Nations in New York. Hailing from 
Beit Safafa, a town partitioned between Israel and 
Jordan after the 1948 Arab-lsraeli War and now part of 
Greater Jerusalem, Dr. Othman later made a career 
change to the U.N. starring with a post at the United 
Nations Development Programme ( UNDP ) in Kuwait 
then afterwards in the former Yugoslavia. He returned 
to Amman and continued with the UNDP. Dr. Othman is 
married to Hind Al Khatib who works as a consultant in 
children’s affairs for the U.N. Although he returns to 
Jordan periodically for visits, it is expected that after 
this two-year term he will be back in Jordan for good. 


WHAT A DEAL! Another appointment of a sort has 
been sealed back here in Amman. Jordan Hotel und 
Tourism Company (JHTC) invited officials of the 
InterContinental Hotel chain to a dinner last night at 
which a contract renewal document was signed calling 
for the continuation of InterContinental management of 
the landmark hotel until the year 200 7. The amended 
contract stipulates that InterContinental has agreed to 
reduce its management fees from 8 per cent of gross rev- 
enue and 15 per cent of gross operating profit to 2 per 
cent of gross revenue and 10 per cent of gross operating 
profit. In return the JHTC agreed to go ahead with the 
renovation and expansion of the hotel and add 125 
rooms , bringing the total to 500. Other alterations will 
include 200 new parking spaces, a new health club, and 
indoor swimming pool, expansion of the present ball- 
room from a 1,000-person capacity to 1,400, a new 
indoor-outdoor banquet facility to accommodate 800 
people, a new Lebanese restaurant, a new alt-day dining 
restaurant, a new shopping mall of 25-26 shops, an 
entire floor of meeting rooms, and iff course the renova- 
tion and upgrading of kitchen facilities. The company 
will award the contract for the 125 moms next week. 
The hotel facade will get a facelift and the lifts will be 
upgraded. What was expected by some in terms of a 
new contract was different in light of all the talk of pri- 
vatising the country 's wholly and partially government- 
owned establishments, among them the Jordan 
InterContinental. But it was JHTC Chairman Khalil 
Talhouni, who many were counting on to purchase the 
balance of the hotel's government shares through his 
company Zara, and President far InterContinental 
Hotels in the Middle East and Africa Raymond Khalife. 


who sighed the contract. According to Mr. Talhouni, 
negotiations for the purchase of the remaining govern- 
ment shares are in progress, and Zara is in the picture. 
Personally, he would like to see the government contin- 
ue as a shareholder, but if policy dictates that privatisa- 
tion is the way. then the JHTC has no problem with that. 
The InterContinental began managing this Jabal 
Amman hotel in 1963 upon request of the Joidanian 
government, and has been doing so ever since. 
According to Mr. Khalife. InterContinental does not see 
itself as merely a manager bur considers itself a partner 
with the hotel as its success is InterCon’s success. 
About 50 people including ministers, businessmen and 
the press attended last night 's dinner. 


HUSH ; HE MIGHT HERE YOU: One night earlier on 
Tuesday other principals from the hospitality industry 
gathered for an event of pageantry. But with the number 
of hoteliers attending as newly inducted members of the 
Chaine des Rotisseurs (that 1 3th century French-bom 
association of gastronomy) and guests, there war much 
talk of the down-turn in tourism in 1996. Fortunately 
the complaints were not made within earshot of Minister 
of Tourism Saleh Irsheidat who was seated at the table 
of honour with Their Royal Highnesses Prince Ali Bin 
Nayef. Princess Wijdan* and their daughters Princesses 
Rtijwa and Basma. % But Movenpick Resort General 
Manager in Petra Robert Fierz was undeterred, his 
career in the industry has taken him to some rather "hot 
spots" of the world and he has somehow managed to 
maintain good humour and optimism about the 
prospects of turning a bad season into a boom season. 
Meanwhile the Chaine has opened its Jordan Chapter 
with Regency Palace hotelier Said Sawalha as presi- 
dent, and its Paris-based President Robert Paty com- 
mented that he was particularly delighted to have 
Jordan join this augusr assemblage as it was one of the 
few countries that could count a queen among its mem- 
bers — Her Majesty Queen Nnor is honorary member. 
Among the other members in various categories are 
head of the chapter and Royal Jordanian Vice President 
for Investments Akel Biltaji, Diana, Ghaleb. Samir and 
Nabil Sawalha (all connected to the hotel industry in 
some way) and Adnan Habbo of Royal Jordanian. 


PRIVATE SCREENING: Those most responsible for 
promoting tourism in Jordan were testing a new product 
Wednesday. At the Ministry of Tourism a small group of 
concerned persons was invited to review rough copies of 
a film produced to promote Jordan as a tourism desti- 
nation. The production was a joint effort between the 
Italian film-producing company called Filmgo and a 
local counterpart called Katy Film. What was shown 
were a I O-minute track, five short spots, and a 12- 
ininute track omitting the script. Critique first compli- 
mented the professionalism, quality and technical skill 
reflected in the films which were shot on 16 mm film 
rather than poorer quality video. But then it moved to 
small yet important points, particularly the apparent 
over-emphasis on Bedouin life and other scenes that a 
tourist may be attracted to but may never actually expe- 
rience on a trip to the Kingdom. While recognising and 
acknowledging the points being made. Filmgo represen- 
tative Renata Tardini took note of what could or should 
be altered, but also did a good job of defending the work 
of the films’ director in having an eye and ear for a more 
physical sense of beauty, excitement and novelty that 
would sell to the target European and Southeast Asian 
tourist. So it is not exactly “ back to the drawing board ” 
but perhaps a few days of review, editing, piecing in and 
correcting and then a new screening. We will be wait - 


SO WHERE'S THE HOST? With the representative of 
the European Delegation in Jordan Yves Gtizzo. taking 
time out for entertainment is part of the job. Mr. Gazzo 
had a full house Sunday at the Prince Hassan 
Auditorium for the European Union Chamber Orchestra 
Concert. .4 photo by the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
was printed in the local press, showing an empty chair 
between HRH Princess Alia Faisal, who attended on 
behalf of Her Majesty Queen Noor. and Hamm 
Gharaibeh. wife of University of Jordan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh. Protocol seating would have placed 
Mr. Gazzo in that vacant seat, bur the photo led some 
who did not attend the concert to presume that Mr. 
Gazzo was indeed not there. But alas, he was. h is just 
that the photo was taken when Mr. Gazzo was on stage 
making introductions. Still the EU representative had 
been travelling and had arrived back in Amman in tin- 
nick of time to make the concert. His earlier journey 
took him to France, and nor Japan as was previously 
rumoured. He went ro say good-bye to his eldest son 
Alexis who was leaving for Morocco where he would be 
doing his military/civil service. Mr. Gazzo then headed 
to Brussels on business before returning ro Aninuui. He 
too noticed the omission from the Petra photo, but 
understood. 


MEDIA MOVES: At a seminar last night organised by 
the Arab Club for Culture and An journalists took up the 
subject of what could be considered a "press drain, ” the 
" Arab Media Abroad." Taking pan in this seminar 
were journalists from two London-based Arabic dailies. 
Mufeed Awad from Sharq A I Awsat and Salameh 
Ne 'matt from Al Hava. Fawzi Bandari, from the Paris- 
based weekly Al Waian Al Arabi, was scheduled on the 
programme as well but ended up a no-show. Moderated 
by Mohammad Sharif Jayousi, a member of the club, the 
two journalists attempted ro explain what some view as 
the "voyage" of Arab journalism, while, others see it- as 
the "defection!' of. Arab, newspapers to. the. west. They 
spoke about why such papers decided to publish outside 
the Arab World, and more specifically wftat political. 


economic and logistical conditions may have motivated 
such a move. 


PRESS PARTY: On the home front the Foreign Press 
Club, headed by Agence France Presse Amman Bureau 
Chief Randa Habib, will host a reception on Dec. 5 at 
the Philadelphia Hotel on the occasion of establishing 
the club for foreign correspondents in Jordan. The 
club j members were ineligible for membership in the 
Jordan Press Association, and thus were prompted, 
along with other reasons, to form their own grouping. 
Although activity in the Foreign Press Club has been 
unhurried at best, the hosting of next week's reception 
may help to get the ball rolling say members and local 
hacks. 


BACK TO SHI HAN: One journalists who is not a 
member of the Foreign Press Club, simply by virtue of 
working for a strictly local tabloid, is Raja Talab. Mr. 
Talab, 32, has become editor-in-chief of Shi ha n weekly, 
replacing Jihad M omani who bolted to A I Bilad where 
he became publisher Nayef Tarwara’s partner. Mr. 
Talab has served as managing editor of the naughty 
tabloid from 1991 to 1994. He then moved to another 
weekly, Al Bilad, as chief editor, then moved again to Al 
Hadeth weekly where he shared the title of deputy editor 
with Nidal Mansour. Mr. Talab intends to change poli- 
cy at Shihan, but not in the direction of becoming a par- 
tisan paper. He believes that when he managed the 
paper earlier there were better scoops and wider cover- 
age. He thinks he can do it again. Mr. Talab said he 
prefers weeklies for the "ceiling of freedom " they offer. 
He also believes that Shihan 's street influence is nothing 
to sneeze at. And, besides, his position offers a better 
remuneration package. In the meantime, he owns 10 per 
cent of Al Hadeth and intends to keep them for the time 
being. 


HEALTH ADVANCES : Over at the Arab Centre for 
Heart and Special Surgery. Dr. Daoud Hanania last 
week invited another guest surgeon to lecture on special 
surgical procedures and perform related operations on 
several of the hospital s patients. The surgeon in ques- 
tion is Dr. Randas Batista of Brazil, who described a 
new procedure for end-stage heart disease patient*, that 
is. those people with intractable heart failure and who 
are usually offered little hope other than undergoing a 
human heart transplant operation. Dr. Batista s proce- 
dure involves reducing the size of the heart in the left 
ventricle, thus "helping ro prolong the quality and 
length of life o f the patient . " The success of this opera- 
tion is rendering it acceptable now in most countries of 
the world, said Dr. Hanania, who first saw Dr. Batista's 
work about three years ago in Boston. While he was in 
Jordan. Dr. Batista conducted six operations: there were 
five Jordanian patients and one Yemeni patient. Their 
ages ranged from 14 to 60. One patient died following 
surgery: the other five are recovering " quite well. " The 
Brazilian surgeon was assisted by a team of Jordanian 
specialists led by Dr. Hanania. This same Jordanian 
team will now be conducting this procedure, where indi- 
cated. Dr. Batista also conducted another “revolution- 
ary" procedure called auto-transplantation, on a 
Jordanian woman. It involved removing the heart, 
doing the necessary [ repair], and then re-implanting it. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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In the pocket 


By Jean-Ciaude Elias 


SMALL IS beautiful. Perfectly aware of this the comput- 
er industry is now offering three categories of machines, 
called "sub-computers/' that are smaller than the standard 
size PC that sits on your desk top. In spite of their ever 
increasing power and numerous features, none of them 
however has so far succeeded in catching up with the pop- 
ularity and the sales record of their big brother, except 
maybe for the smallest of them. 

Notebooks are about the size of an A4 sheet of paper 
(width and length) but are two inches thick. Their main 
strength is their technical characteristics — practically the 
same as regular PCs. Users do not have to sacrifice pro- 
cessing power or disk storage with notebooks. Virtually 
any task that requires a full size PC can be done with a 
notebook. Their weaknesses: They are expensive, have a 
limited power autonomy when running on batteries and 
they still weigh three to five kilogrammes. However they 
are becoming more popular every year. 

Palmtop computers are smaller and lighter than note- 
books. Their dimension and weight are about half of note- 
books’. Because of that important features have to be left 
our. Generally speaking they offer reduced performance 
compared to notebooks or PCs and they remain very 
expensive. This is the least popular of the “sub-comput- 
ers" categories. 

The third and last category is also the fastest growing 
one. Called PIMs (Personal Information Managers) these 
machines present a major and obvious advantage over all 
other classes: They actually fit in a shin’s pocket. How 
much power and how many features are sacrificed to 
make a P1M so small a computer? 

Although they truly deserve the name "computer" PIMs 
I must not be compared with PCs. Contrary to notebooks 
and palmtop machines that use the same operating soft- 
ware as PCs (DOS. Windows, etc.) and therefore greatly 
simplify the whole process to the users. PIMs have their 
own operating systems. There is still no standard defined 
to operate these tiny computers. For practicality and con- 
sistency. their designers try to keep all commands as close 
as possible to what is found on bigger equipment. 

Weighing between 100 and 500 grammes only. PIMs 
have a memory capacity of 32 KB (kilobyte or thousand 
characters) up 'to 512 KB. While memory in a PC is 
volatile (clears ail data it contains when the machine is 
switched off) it is not in PIMs. Because it has no disk stor- 
age. a PIM retains any data or character that is entered in 
its memory, even when it is turned off. 

Most PIMs come with a set of programmes that make a 


chip talk 



perfect electronic diary. A telephone and address book, a 
memo zone to write short notes, a scheduler for appoint- 
ments and of course a calculator. Some offer direct print- 
ing to regular office computer primers. The first reason 
why people buy them is the extremely practical phone and 
address book, with lightning fast search possibility. The 
most important feature of PIMs is the “PC link” which 
consists of a cable and accompanying software that lets 
users connect them to a desk rop PC. One advantage is 
obvious: You can enter large amounts of data from the PC, 
in the comfort of the large screen and full size keyboard, 
and then transfer data to the PIM. The second advantage is 
no less important: The same link allows you to make a 
back up on PC of all the data stored in the PIM and that 
you woudn't like ro lose. 

The most sophisticated models offer real word process- 
ing. spreadsheet programmes and even the possibility to 
access your E-mail. Six manufacturers, mainly, are fight- 
ing for the PIM market: Hewlett-Packard, Apple, Epson. 
Casio. Psion and Sharp. Several models were presented 
two weeks ago at the METS show in Jordan. Prices were 
ranging from JD 100 to JD 350. Options and accessories 
remain very expensive. If you think of acquiring a modem 
card or additional memory for a PIM. you may end up 
paying two to three times its original price. 

PIMs or electronic diaries may beat all other “sub-com- 
puters’’ in a couple of years. While their size and weight 
will most likely remain what they are now — their main 
strength after all — PIMs will be given more memory and 
processing power. Once they can hold a few megabytes 
more, people may prefer them to notebooks or palmtops. 
In spite of their small key tops, uncomfortable for big fin- 
gers. and a display reduced to 10 lines x 40 characters for 
most models, their “pocketabiiity" constitutes an offer one 
cannot refuse. On your desk a PC and in your pocket a 
PIM with all the essential data you need from the PC, 
doesn’t it sound attractive? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BRUSH YOUR MEMORY 


LAUGH-IT-OFF 


I 7 .• . .flljW- I . i 

I Is angling your hobby? 

| f ■ Are von fond of eating fish? 


1 t If so. yotrare- kindly requested to put your memory and "No. sir.' 


* "So you're looking for a job. eh?" said the shopkeep- 
er. "Do you like hard work? 


general knowledge to test just by... 


a- trying to remember or recognise the various types of 
fish shown in the picture below. 


‘Til take you on — that's the first honest answer I’ve 
had this morning. 


b- Filling the missing words in each blank. 

° The smallest fish 1 1.3 cm) is the 

* The is the larsest. 


* Customer: "This loaf is lovely and warm. 

Baker: "So it should be. madam. The cat’s been sitting 
on it all morning. 
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* Customer: “Ironmonger, have you got two inch nails? 
Ironmonger: "Yes. madam." 

Customer: “Scratch mv back, will vouT 






BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 






I. Is the dinar original! v Indian? 


2. Sudan has the largest area in the Arab region. Which 
Arab countrv ranks the second?* 


sms 


3. A decade is 10 years. How many years are there in a 
generation? 




4. What is the unit of measuring sound called? 


5. Mention three fertiliser components. 
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PUZZLES 


WHO’S WHO? 


THE SON of a fish porter, he be can years of strucgle as 
LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC a small-part actor after several dead-end jobs and national 

service. Tall and fair, he has been much mimicked because 
of his Cockney drawl. In 1983 he played a dissolute 
■ i ::: Will you help me solve this problem? _ English professor opposite Julie Wallers. His autobiogra- 

Hal tosa’idonee fee Hu! hathethil moshkila? phy was released six years ago. He was born in March, 

1933. Can you name this Pisceun? 

That can do you real good. _ _ — 

Minai momkin an ynfeedaka thaalika kathiran. THOUGHTS FOR THIS AVEHK 


■ i ::: Will you help me solve this problem? 


** I'm very happy to be with you. 

Enni sa’eed be 'an aknnna ma'ak. 


,tf: 1 don't know how to explain this. 

Lasto a'rif tafsiran ietha'lik. 


It is easier to make a saint out of a libertine than out of 
a prig 

— George Santayana. Spanish-born philosopher ' 

11863-1952). 


Aren’t you feeling well? 


Ala tash’or beta'hasson? 


** I’m not den vine it. 


Since when was genius found respectable? 

— Elizabeth Barrett Browning. English poet (1806- 

1861k 


La onkir thalik. 


You're right. 


Ennak ala haq. 


’<* We’ll meet tomorrow. God willing. 

Sanaltaqi ghadan insha’ Allah. 


The best of all the preachers are the men who live their 
creeds 

— Edgar A. Guest, American author, journalist 

and poet (1881-1959). 


" ° Don't forget to ring me up. 


Sanaltaqi ghadan insha'Allah. Do not look back. And not dream about the future, 

either. It will neither give you back the past, nor satisfy 
ing me up. vour other daydreams. Your duty, your reward — your 

La tansa al-ittisal bee haatifeyyan. j est ; ny _ ^ here and now 

— Dag Hammarskjold. U.N. Secretary-General 
^ ... <1905-1961). 
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The good thing, the mad ..Qjd c 


thing and the sure thing 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IF YOU cannot face the busy, well, son of busy, streets 
this Christmas, mail order shopping is the obvious thing 
for you. Where do you start? A new book Christmas Made 
Easy is the thing for you. It is also an invaluable source of 
inspirational presents for birthdays, christenings and wed- 
dings too. 

This book can be obtained from any good bookshop, if 
you can find one that is. 


You cannot but have heard about the thousands of secu- 
rity guards who had been recruited to prevent disruption at 
the Miss World Contest in Bangalore, India, by angry fem- 
inists. some of whom had threatened to set fire to them- 
selves. 

Surely enough, a 25-year-old student had earlier torched 
himself to death in protest against the contest. Also, four 
bombs were found at contest sites. 

Fearing further unrest, a local judge agreed that the com- 
petition be allowed to take place providing that no inde- 
cent exposure, nudity, or obscenity took place. 
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trained to be better, we can at least say that a diversity’ of 
schooling in a spirit of aggressive optimism seepis to be 
the way forward. J 

This we need to do because the realities on the ground 
are quite startling. For example, in a recent design project 
discussion at one of our universities, it was surprising to 
note that very, very few students were either willing or 
able to engage in an exchange of ideas about how to struc- 
ture and represent an idea in physical terms. 
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1 am sorry. I know that this will upset a few world 
views, distress some handwringing pessimists and affront 
those social conservadves who just know that the world is 
going to the dogs. But, I cannot but report this truth: There 
is some good news regarding education and schools, and 
it has nothing to do with teaching. 

It comes in two sets of recently published social studies 
cutting through the fashionable positions which state that 
there is nothing government can do about social malfunc- 
tion or educadonal failure. One of the surveys had to do 
with a programme which was structured for teaching 13- 
and 14-year-olds how to think. The programme actually 
raised the students' performance. 

Now, even though we cannot tell for sure which school- 
ing methods produce what results and how teachers can be 


A thrilling performance awarded with thunderous 
applause was what the European Union Chamber 
Orchestra offered us a few days ago at the Prince Hassan 
Auditorium of the University of Jordan. r 

Congratulations are due to all those who made, sure that 
this event had taken place. Meanwhile, we live in the hope 
that such events will continue to take place in the future. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 

Thursday, November 28, 1996 7:00 Le Journal 


Holy Koran 

Iris + Ovide & The Gang 
Out Of This World 
Covington Cross 

Feature — The Young Adventures 
Starring: Marc Marot & MAthieu Kermoyan 
News Flash 
Continuation Of Film 
French Progammes 
Intertainment Varieties 
•Le Journal -• 

Magazine — Afomes Crochus. .. . . 

News. Headlines 

Pacific Station 

The American Chart Show 

Material World 

Rung Fu — The Legend Continues 
News In English 

Feature Film — Mixed Blessings 
Starring: Gabriel le Carteris & Scot Baio 


Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Auto — Classics 
Album Show \ 

Documentary’ (^old Up The Sun) 
News In English'- 
Cover \ 

Miami Vice \ 

Yes Minister \ 
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Monday, December 2, 1996 


Holy Koran \ 


Friday, November 29, 1996 


Holy Koran 
Iris + Muppet Show 
Play About + Flintstones 
See How They Grow 
French Programme 
L’Ecole Des Fans 
Crystal Maze 
News Flash 
Name Your Adventure 
French Programme 
Magazine — Envoye Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Blossom (Comedy) 

Secret Weapons 

Virtual Reality (Science Fiction) 
Hunter (Police Drama) 

News In English 

Feature Film — Her Hidden Truth 
Starring: Kelly Martin & Ken Howard 


Muppet Show \ 

Dad’s Army y 

French Programme — Varieties 
Documentary \ 

Nature's Inventions \ 

Hey Dad \ 

News Flash \ 

Destiny Ridge \ 

French Programme — Magazine 
Science — Cinq Sur Cinq \ 

News Headlines \ 

Rosanne \ 

Disaster Chronicle — Documentary 
Cinema, Cinema V 

The Lazarus Man \ 

News In English \ 

Best Seller \ 

The Knock \ 


Tuesday, December 3, 


Saturday, November 30, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Adventures Of Micky And Donald 
Cirque/French 
French Programme 

Document — La France Aux Mille Villages 
Family Programme — Fete Des Bebes 
Gillette (Sports) 

Chris Cross 
News Flash 
Futures 
Blue Heelers 
French Programme 
Serie — Jack 
Le Journal 
Magazine — Ziva 
News Headlines 


Holy Koran l 

Budgie The Little Helicopter \ 

Oscar's Orchestra \ 

I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Sciences C 

Magazine — Montagne 

At The Zoo 

Dog House 

News Rash 

Fun With Physics 

Road To Avonlea 

French Programme 

Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 

Magazine — Extra Large 

News Headlines 

Murphy Brown 

Magazine Zero — One 

Encounter 

Star Trek The Next Generation 
News In English 
China Beach 
Mission Impossible ■ 

Are You Being Served? 


Wednesday, December 4, 1^96 


7:35 

Something Wilder 

2:00 

8:00 

Documentary — Gardens Of The World 

2:05 

8:30 

Prism 

2:30 

9:10 

Lois And Clark 

3:00 

10:00 

News In English 


10:25 

Bestseller 

3:30 

11:15 

Feature Film — The Last Sunset 

4:00 


Starring: Rock Hudson & Kirk Douglas 

* 4:30 
5:00 

Sunday, December 1, 1996 

5:02 

6:00 

2:00 

Holy Koran 


2:05 

Revels Americans Tails 

7:00 

2:30 

You Bet Your Life 

7:15 

3:00. 

French Programme 

7:30 

3:30 

Enrerainment — Week-ends Specialux 

7:35 

4:00 

World Echo (Documentary) 

8:01 

4:30 

The Famous Five 

8:30 

5:00 

News Flash 

9:10 

5:02 

Our World Their World — Documentary ) 

10:00 

5:15 

Search And Rescue 

10:30 

6:00 

French Pa»grumme 

11:15 


Magazine — Faut Pax Rever 

12:00 


Holy- Koran 

Muppet Show \ 

Circus \ 

French Programme \ 

Jeux — Pyramide \ 

Serie — Les Compagnons be I 
Documentary - Earth Revile 
Blizzard Island T 

News Rash \ 

The Adventures + Kelly \ 

French Programme \ 

Document — Ushuaia 
Lc Journal 

Sports St Musiqu, 
News Headlines 
The Four Seasons 

Slurs Action 
Challenges 

N.B.A. Basketball 
News In English 
Bugs 

Han To Hart 
The Boss? 


L’Aventure 

led ' 
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Can there ever be an end to some peoples' repulsive 
snobbery and petty, aristocratic airs and graces? 
Thankfully, yes there can be. 

Firm action and giving power to “little people' is one 
way to put an end to such behaviour. Another is down to 
individual choice where all you do is warn people of the 
dangers and let them get on with this. This would be the 
only thing that can guarantee your sanity. 
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" Arts & Culture 


Jordan Times, Thursday, November 28, 1996 






■ A RENDEZVOUS WITH ART 

‘Old curiosity shop’ puts pride back in our cultural heritage 

Quite a bit more than a cosy and genial comer shop, A1 Aydi Craft Development Centre is a cultural-preservation project 
with a social conscience, ushering a renaissance in Jordanian artisanship through a programme of human development 


VIE1I 


By Mahmoud I. Mufti 

‘•SINCE TIME began. Man 
has felt the need to enrich 
his world aesi helically. 

Ways of achieving this have 
varied, but Man slowly be- 
gan to shape things around 
him to fit his own needs and 
ideas. On this great land, 
generation after generation 
of- people have not only 
lived but have also contri- 
buted and excelled in their 
contributions towards beau- 
tifying their everyday sur- 
roundings. Their greatness 
is witnessed everywhere in 
this beautiful country'. 

The glory of the past has 
acted as an inspiration for 
the present, for this land — 
inspiring men to produce 
the sculptural forms of Pet- 
ra, the columns of Jerash. 
and the desen castles — is 
still enkindling it* people to 
create," comments former 
Jordanian ambassador. Lau- 
rice HI ass. 

Recognising the aesthetic 
reserves and creative talents 
abounding in Jordan, a 
small but dedicated band of 
women sought to harness 
and promote — starting in 
the early 70s — these na- 
tional treasures that are 
embedded in our cultural 
heritage, Though from dif- 
ferent walks of life and pos- 
sessing of different talents, 
those individuals shared a 
vision for cultural preserva- 
tion and. promotion through 
a programme of human 
development that would 
truly bring out the full lustre 
of what Jordanian craft can 
offer, benefiting the crafts- 
men themselves, placing 
Jordan on the world-map of 
fine artisanship — and per- 
haps. most importantly — 
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promotional value it could 
potentially generate, we 
selected the old Amman 
Municipality building in the 
downtown {near ihe Roman 
Amphitheatre). Our antici- 
pation was met with acruai 
results: many people gath- 
ered there, and the functions 
became synonymous with 
our first taste of success. 
Successive perks of this 
nature followed, playing an 
instrumental role in infus- 
ing us with the self-confi- 
dence we needed — both as 
individuals and as a whole 
— and in demonstrating to 
us the critical importance of 
working as a team, coordi- 
nating everything together." 

Tbe club's lecture-themes 
ranged from economics, 
antiquities, the mayorship 
of Amman, etc. Meeting 
with virtually runaway suc- 
cess and public support of 
their programmes, the 
members found themselves 
well-poised to start con- 
ceiving of an educational 
programme, whereby they 
would send students to col- 
lege, since it was always the 
understanding that every 
alumni branch of the BUC 
would assist students in 
Lebanon. Accordingly, they 
started forwarding tuition- 
fees to Beirut to cover the 
scholarship-expenses of a 
number of students en- 
rolling at the BUC (initially 
known as Junior College, 
then the BUC. and currently 
the Beirut College for 
Women). And so came into 
being one of Beirut's/Le- 
banon's first alumni dubs, 
preceded only by the likes 
of the well-established and 
formidable American Uni- 
versity of Beirut's alumni 
association, then headed by 
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l of a once-more-prevalent 
and tragic stigma associated 
with anything local (while 
longingly looking to im- 
ported objects d’art as. vir- 
tually, the sole “home-beau- 
tifiers"). 

Engendering this pioneer- 
ing effort was the Beirut 
College for Women’s 
(BUC) Alumni Club of Am- 
man. Ms. Abla Kawar was 
its president, and Ms. Janet 
Said Al Mufti its vice presi- 
dent. Members included her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Wijdan Ali. Ms. Hind Nas- 
ser, Ms. Nujud Fawzi, Ms. 
Zeena Rodenko. Ms. Widad 
Kawar,' among others. The 
club launched off with a 
flurry of intense and ropical 
cultural activities, even 
though it had very few 
members at the time, com- 
pared to about 500 now. 
“Our activities were really 
of a relatively massive 
scale," says co-founder 
Mrs. Widad Kawar, “...quite 
disproportionate to our 
number and institutional 
infrastructure. Nonetheless, 
each time new members 
joined, year by year, our 
efforts were invigorated and 
our resolve strengthened. 
While pushing our pro- 
grammes through with vi- 
gour, we nevertheless al- 
most always maintained a 
keen eye as to where we 
held such events; not any- 
where would do. Recogni- 
sing the value of ‘location- 
specific svmbolism' and the 


With' the passage of time, 
the club-members felt that 
although they would not 
altogether abandon scholar- 
ship-schemes in Lebanon, 
they would restrict them to 
rwo students annually, and 
divert the remaining funds 
to sponsor students in 
Jordan. They had reached a 
critical juncture in the 
club’s progression at that 
time as they came to the 
realisation that they would 
remain limited to an embry- 
onic scholarship-scheme 
unless they innovated a 
fund-generating apparatus 
that would be within their 
capabilities to create, and 
more importantly, within 
their means to sustain and 
expand. It was out of this 
that the idea of a 'Craft 
Shop' was conceived. How- 
ever, with the total absence 
of the necessary capital, the 
club nominated members to 
a committee that would be 
entrusted with the task of 
studying the feasibility of 
such a pr°j ect - Among the 
pioneers were Mrs. Hind 
Nasser. Ms. Yusra Oweida, 
Mrs. Widad Kawar and oth- 
ers. 

What followed was an 
exhaustive one-year 'swee- 
ping survey’ of what crafts 
were actually being pro- 
duced throughout the King- 
dom, commencing in Am- 
man. Madaba and Sait. The 
methodology was nuher ru- 
dimentary but highly effec- 
tive; the committee-mem- 


bers asked around 'who did 
what.’ and literally went 
trom door-to-door, visiting 
the artisans and crafts-peo- 
ple. For instance, they iden- 
tified crochet- work in Ma- 
daba and other artistic disci- 
plines elsewhere. "A few of 
us who really believed in 
the ultimate viability of the 
project had to endure scep- 
tics' remarks which did — 
admittedly, at limes — 
affect our morale. We 
remained steadfast nonethe- 
less. What really helped 
was that we were personally 
enamoured with the erafts. 
And so we persevered, war- 
ding off a seemingly seif- 
rejuvenating plethora of 
obstacles that would have 
otherwise clouded our final 
objective. Our aim was to 
establish a revenue-yielding 
enterprise that would sup- 
port our activities and a sig- 
nificantly-expanded schol- 
arship scheme, as well as 
help the crafts-people in 
Jordan," disclosed Widad 
Kawar. 

The first year was un- 
doubtedly their hardest, in- 
vested in identifying vari- 
ous craft-sources and hop- 
irouing all over the country 
wherever they heard of 
someone making candles, 
children's clothing, brass- 
ware, jewellery, embroi- 
deries, ceramics, etc. Soon, 
with their network rapidly 
increasing, it became essen- 
tial to find an affordable 
place that would serve as 
the centre of their unified 
efforts. Suitable premises 
were soon found in the heart 
of Jabal Amman, at the 2nd 
Circle, but they weren’t 
affordable. Remedying the 
situation was the late Sharif 
Nasser, who donated a car 
on which lottery-tickets 
were drawninThe. vehioto’s 
actual value of five or six 
thousand dinars was signifi- 
cantly exceeded in terms of 
the lottery's resultant funds, 
consequently making possi- 
ble the renting and inaugu- 
ration of the new centre’s 
initial functioning for two 
whole years (inclusive of 
the stocking up of the shop 
and the hiring of two 
employees). 

The ladies' hard work 
paid off and was matched 
by good fortune; by any 
account, they got off to a 
spectacular start. “*We final- 
ly had a place that doubled 
up as a shop and ‘headquar- 
ters’, so to speak, where our 
committee-members would 
start receiving and meeting 
with artisans and crafts- 
people," says Mrs. Kawar. 

Miss. Salma Ne’meh, a 
commi nee-member of club, 
w-as entrusted with the 
design-aspects. She was a 
professional interior- 

designer who volunteered 
her services, designing, 
among other things, the 
Centre’s interior. The insti- 
tutional infrastructure was 
finally viable and function- 
ing. Revenues started being 
registered and the new goal 
was to accord special atten- 
tion to ihe artisans them- 
selves. bringing them out 
'into the open’ and support- 
ing them. The aim was not 
only to make money, but to 
help the crafts-pcople. Such 
a trend was theretofore 


unprecedented in Jordan, 
and it was the Crafts Centre 
that pioneered such a 
scheme. The artisans began 
to feel that — in contrast to 
merely drawing a trickle of 
heritage-admirers among 
individuals and shopkeep- 
ers — they were now cen- 
tre-stage in the considera- 
tion of an organised, spe- 
cialised body; the BUC’s 
Crafts Centre. Artisans 

could come and display 
(heir wares, pending ade- 
quate quality-standards. 
Some of today’s prominent 
artisans were among those 
early fledgling craftsmen of 
the early seventies. 

The Centre pursued a pol- 
icy of displaying crafts- 
exhibits in the presence of 
the artisans who produced 
them; it wanted to bring the 
crafts-pcople in direct con- 
tact with members of the 
public, it had come to the 
realisation of the centre’s 
staff that the wholesale han- 
dicrafts-merchants went to 
great lengths to keep the 
artisans nameless, faceless 
and totally anonymous, 
effectively exploiting them 
into selling them their work 
unreasonably cheaply and 
then reselling it themselves, 
unreasonably expensively, 
often making ten-fold the 
profit of the artisans. The 
absence in Jordan, (prior to 
that time), of an organised 
marketing and promotion 
institution — such as the 
BUC’s Crafts Centre came 
to be — enabled such prac- 
tices to pass unchecked. 
Predictably, the detriment 
befell the consumer and the 
producer, benefiting only 
the middlemen and whole- 
sale merchants. 

With the advent of the 
'centres, -those dayss rapidly • 
metj^hdif demise;, artisans 
were being put in direct co- 
ntact • with prospective 
clientele, with minimal pro- 
fit-margins for the centre. 
Moreover, the public were 
not only invited to meet' the 
crafts-people and their 
products, but were encour- 
aged to visit the centre and 
see the artisans actually at 
work. They could talk to 
them and ask them ques- 
tions while they worked. 
One distinct example in- 
volved a clay-potter work- 
ing at his wheel, right be- 
fore the public. Countless 
similar set-ups were ar- 
ranged with artisans of dif- 
ferent crafts: glass-blowers, 
brass and silver-smiths, car- 
pet-weavers, embroiderers, 
wood-carvers, etc. 

Inevitably, the rising de- 
mand for heritage-crafts 
and the constant emergence 
of qualified crafts-people 
necessitated the project's 
expansion. It was at that 
point that the view of pro- 
gressing beyond the BUC's 
auspices was adopted. Con- 
tacts were accordingly 
made by Ms. Hind Nasser 
and other members with the 
Development & Industrial 
Bank, who already had a 
policy land department) 
dedicated to supporting 
crafts-people. The bank 
agreed to put some money 
aside for the project. Royal 
Jordanian [airlines] and the 
JETT tourist-bus company 
were approached with sirni- 



Assorted Jordanian handicrafts at the Aydi Craft Development Centre 
in Amman 


iar motives, (the idea being 
to enlist the financial sup- 
port of key tourism-related 
private & public sector 
enterprises ). 

These mega-enterprises 
stipulated the conversion of 
the Crafts Centre — there- 
tofore strictly a non-profit 
welfare association — into 
a full-fledged profit-realis- 
ing. share-holding compa- 
ny. since none of them were 
advocates of traditional phi- 
lanthropy. Accordingly, 
each of the three enterprises 
came to possess shares, 
(hough tin order to incorpo- 
rate the private sector more 
convincingly), ten private 
citizens of means were 
asked to contribute JD 500 
each. 

The outcome was the 
emergence of a financially 
secure company with a 
healthy capital. Thi* was to 
usher in a new thriving 
phase in the once-embryon- 
ic 'fiuman-developmeni- 
through-cuIiural-revivaJ- 
project.’ The Crafts Centre 
had metamorphosed into a 
registered company com- 
prised of the original BUC 
Alumni Club. Royal Jor- 
danian, the Development & 
Industrial Bank, the JETT 
Company, as well as the ten 
private shareholders. The 
latter included the Nazzal 
family, Haj Ali Dajjani of 
the Chamber of Trade (one 
of the foremost supporters). 
Mrs. Zaha Mango and Mr. 


Tony Soussa. 

However, far from reap- 
ing dividends alone, the 
centre’s new status as a 
company attracted the pro- 
hibitively-depleting arm of 
the Income Tax Depart- 
ment, which excised up to 
30% of the profits. To avoid 
sinking under, the newly- 
spawned crafts-company 
had to revise its entire pric- 
ing structure. They had to 
change their entire institu- 
tional matrix to cope with 
their new reality, effectively 
forcing them to reeducate 
themselves in legal, audit- 
ing and administrative mat- 
ters since the liability-free 
days of their former charita- 
ble organisation. Their new' 
commitments to a multitude 
of parties posed a real, 
almost critical, challenge. 

The new era’s responsibil- 
ities included the formation 
of a board of trustees, a 
committee of advisors, a 
consulting committee (that 
included artist Sarnia Zaru. 
Her Excellency Ambassa- 
dor Lauriee Hluss, Ms. 
Hind Nasser and others). 
Auditorial superv ision of an 
on-Iocaiion accountant 
from the Development & 
Industrial Bank was also 
instituted. Selected to run 
the company were Ms. 
Barbara N;isri Amllah and 
Ms. Abla Kawar. who joint- 
ly undertook to lay down 
the necessary corporate 
foundations. It was the tran- 


sition from welfare to cor- 
porate status that heralded a 
move from the old premises 
at the 2nd Circle to a larger 
house in the same general 
area, formerly home to the 
late Fawzi Al-Mufti. 

"Providing invaluable 
guidance and corporate 
know-how during the for- 
mation-process of the com- 
pany was Mr. Ziad Annab. 
Director General of the 
Development & Industrial 
Bank. He actually took time 
off and taught us like stu- 
dents. Our company fit the 
bank's criteria for financial 
and other support, given 
that it entailed human 
development. This w'as an 
area in which the bank was 
particularly active, and thus 
contributed a considerable 
sum (for the early 70’s) to 
the tune of JD 18,000 or so. 
The bank also strove to 
demonstrate to donor states 
the extent to which well- 
conceived and well-man- 
aged small enterprises can, 
in fact, go a long way in 
improving the lot of artisans 
and crafts-people here in 
Jordan.” expounded Mrs. 
Kawar, adding that: "It was 
a human development pro- 
gramme in the fullest sense; 
a project for us and a project 
for the bank; a very good 
symbiosis." 

Surprisingly, the tourist 
industry proved a rather 
ineffectual source of rev- 
enue for the company; the 


pattern of tourist movement 
and behaviour provided for 
haphazard purchases, at 
best. They tended to visit in 
large groups arriving in 
large buses, more often than 
not crowding the shop and 
taking a long time to buy 
small scattered items. Fur- 
thermore. the local bus dri- 
vers and guides would de- 
mand an exorbitant 25% on 
ail collective purchases, 
while leaving the shop 
unable to raise prices pro- 
portionately in compensa- 
tion. However, tourists co- , 
ming os individuals did not 
pose the same dilemma it 
became clear that it did not 
pay to concentrate on 
group-tourists. Rather, the 1 
prime targeted clientele 
became local residents, who 
would visit time and again, 
as well as non-Jordanians in 
diplomatic missions, etc. 

"Locals started develop- 
ing a taste for rustic and 
authentic elements found in 
Jordanian handicrafts, using 
them to beautify their 
homes and gardens in place 
of imported goods. This 
pattern of awareness and 
active choice signalled the 
onset of the erosion of long- 
held stigmas vis-a-vis locai 
artisanship. Jordanians star- 
ted abandoning their apolo- 
getic stance and scepticism 
regarding domestic handi- 
crafts; in fact, what started 
setting in was a situation 
where people's pride started 
finding its way back into the 
complex matrix of national 
heritage: The pride was 
back. People progressively 
began taking joy in items 
produced or found in Jor- 
dan,” explained the Aydi's 
new Director, Mrs. May 
Khoury. 

Today, the fruit of two 
decades of labour, patience, 
imagination and love, the 
Jordan Craft Development 
Centre, “Al Aydi,” enjoys 
regional and international 
renown as a centre dedicat- 
ed to the principle and prac- 
tice of human development 
through cultural preserva- 
tion. The Aydi — (meaning 
'hands’ in Arabic, to both 
honour the craftsman’s cre- 
ative hands and to ward off 
the evil eye) — stands as a 
testament to the vision and 
relentless hard work of a 
now-familiar “small band 
of women” who nurtured a 
dream into reality, introduc- 
ing the rich and crucial 
dimension of a crafts-ori- 
ented national-heritage 
renaissance in our cosy 
Jordanian society'; a pro- 
gramme with a social con- 
science, helping more than 
SO artisan-families. Yet, to 
the curious passer-by or the 
unsuspecting visitor, the 
Aydi shop still exudes that 
snug and reassuring aura of 
the genial comer shop; all 
the more so, now with the 
Christmas season round the 
comer. And though the 
notion of “comers" features 
prominently in the overall 
context, the Aydi guarantees 
that “no comers are cut" in 
either quality or originality 
of exhibits on display. 
Merry Christmas. 


Spielberg joins influx of filmmakers to New Zealand 


By Victoria Batchelor 
Renter 

WELLINGTON — 
When Steven Spielberg 
decided to film part of- 
the sequel to the dino- 
saur thriller Jurassic 
Park in New Zealand, he 
joined a growing line of 
international filmmakers 
beating a path to these 
shores. 

From Hercules to King 
Kong, a growing number 
of projects are being 
financed or filmed by 
| overseas companies 
i which have recognised 
New Zealand’s potential 
as a movie-making loca- 
tion. . 

Foreign directors say 
magnificent and easily 
accessible scenery, chea- 


per costs and high quali- 
ty 1 , English-speaking film 
crews are the drawcards 
which make shooting 
here so attractive. 

“The light is beautiful 
— the best I’ve seen — 
and you have every kind 
of landscape. The crew, 
actors and creative tal- 
ents are world-class. 
American-born Paris- 
based director Bob 
Swaim told Onfilm mag- 
azine while filming here 
in September. 

Swaim was filming The 
Climb, starring British 
actor John Hurt. It is 
part of a 120 million New 
Zealand dollars ($85 mil- 
lion) deal signed this year 
between New Zealand s 
Isambard Productions, 


French film company 
Canal Plus and Canada's 
Allegro. 

Next year, cinemagoers 
worldwide will see the 
rainforests, granite peaks 
and giant waterfalls of 
the South Island's Fiord- 
land region as the scenic 
backdrop to Spielberg's 
The Lost World: Jurassic ■ 
Park. 

“Certainly, in a film of 
this kind, we had the 
option of shooting just 
about anywhere in the 
world and after looking... 
the area in New Zealand 
was deemed to be abso- 
lutely the best,” said the 
film’s publicist, Don 
Levy. 

“A lot of us have 
worked here before and 
we know New Zealand 


technicians and camera- 
men are very good — 
renowned,” said Scott 
Easton, production man- 
ager for Spielberg's pro- 
duction company, Amb- 
lin Entertainment. 

But talk of New Zea- 
land as a new Hollywood 
is premature, Tom Par- 
kinson of Isambard Pro- 
ductions told Reuters. 

“New Zealand has pro- 
bably only done about 
four feature films this 
year. Well, that’s just a 
breath compared to 
other places. 

“It seems large for this 
country mainly because 
it has been a cottage 
industry and has only 
just woken up to being 


professional,” said Par- 
kinson, whose company 
is involved in produc- 
tions with partners from 
Hong Kong. Britain, 
Germany, France. Cana- 
da and the United States. 

Foreign investment in 
the local film-production 
industry amounted to 
39.4 per cent of the total 
175 million New' Zealand 
dollars spent on such 
productions in 1995, but 
room for further growth 
is seen. 

To help with the grow- 
ing demand, the local 
industry set up a new 
body, film New Zealand, 
a year ago to provide a 
direct line of information 
for offshore companies. 

“What they don't know 


about is our industry 
capabilities... they ask me 
how advanced we are, 
what the state of our 
technolog}' is,” Film New 
Zealand Executive Di- 
rector Di Oliver said. 

“Part of what I do 
when I go away is to talk 
to them about New 
Zealand and say *yes we 
do have this technology. 
Yes, we do have electrici- 
ty. Yes wc do have fax 
machines,"* she laughed. 

International film com- 
panies tend to bring their 
key creative staff to New 
Zealand initially, but 
may then switch to local 
employees, Oliver said. 

“There are some pro- 
ductions, such as Her- 


cules and Xena: Princess 
Warrior, that have been 
here for over two years. 
They are now using more 
of our key creatives, 
because they’ve gotten to 
know our capabilities. 
They are even using some 
of our directors. 

“Xena and Hercules 
have done wonders in 
training New Zealand 
film crews,” Oliver said 
of the two action televi- 
sion series created by the 
American company* Re- 
naissance Films and shot 
here since 1993. Both are 
popular in the United 
States. 

New Zealand, which 
this year celebrates a 
eentuify of movie-mak- 
ing, has experienced a 
recent resurgence in local 


film productions with 
Once Were Warriors, 
The Piano and Heavenly 
Creatures winning inter- 
national recognition. 

New Zealander Peter 
Jackson, who directed 
Heavenly Creatures, 
filmed The Frighteners, 
starring Michael J. Fox, 
here last year with 
financing from Universal 
Pictures. 

Jackson’s next project, 
with partner Fran 
Walsh, is to produce a 
new version of the classic 
King Kong. Also fi- 
nanced by Universal, K 
will be filmed at Jack- 
son’s own special effects 
facility in New Zealand. 
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Towards a way to repair 


knee ligament damage 


LIGAMENT AND 
tendon injuries are 
becoming increasing- 
ly common with gro- 
wing participation in 
a variety of physically 
demanding sports. 
Clinical interest in 
such injuries and 
their repair for an 
active young popula- 
tion is stimulating a 
number of research 
programmes in Bri- 
tain. 

At the forefront of 
this work is the Inter- 
disciplinary Research 
Centre (HtC) in Bio- 
medical Materials, 


based at Queen Mary 
and Westfield College 
(QMW). psurt of the 
" " of Lon- 


University 
don. 

Here, researchers 
led by Dr. Julia Shel- 
ton are studying two 
approaches to knee 
ligament repair: to 
provide a permanent 
‘■‘scaffold” for tissue 
in-growth or a tempo- 
rary scaffold allowing 
the body to regener- 
ate its own ligament 
In either case the bio- 
mechanical proper- 
ties of the scaffold are 
fundamental to a suc- 


cessful repair and to 
ensuring the best bio- 


logical response. 


>gn 

Our picture shows 
researcher Zoe Hud- 


son using a combined 
tension-torsion ma- 
chine for a test on a 
model of a human 
knee joint The infor- 
mation obtained will 
help to establish a reli- 
able testing procedure 
for use on real knee 
joints eventually. 



lart of tbe DTI and 
)epa 

Trade and Industry, 


part of 
EPSRC 


(Department of 


, The project , team's 


aim is ultim&tely to be 
able to -regenerate the 
anterior cruciate liga- 
ment — the part of the 
knee that tends to be 
damaged commonly in 
sporting injuries — as 


and Engineering and 
Physical Sciences Re- 
search Council) funded 
LINK research pro- 
gramme in association 
with the Smith and 


Nejghew company. 


le ICR at QMW has 
many state-of-the-art 
mechanical testing fa- 
cilities with environ- 


mental chambers ena- 
bling testing under 
physiological condi- 
tions (the conditions 
encountered within the 
body). 

It forms a national 
focus for future devel- 
opment of biomaterials 
in the U.K.. providing 
an interface between 
industry, the health ser- 
vices and other re- 
search organisations. 


As well as aiming to 
create a new generation 
of implant materials 
with enhanced life- 
times, the centre has an 
important role in bio- 
medical materials with 
enhanced lifetimes, the 
centre has an impor- 
tant role in biomedical 
materials education 
and training — London 
Press Service. 
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FOR THE VETS 
By Penn! Singleton 
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DIAC RAMLESS, 19x19 
By Frances Burton 
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1. What in e more heauliFal vign ef •umracr than ■ ewallowtail 
butterfly fluttering by my rai.ee? 

2. Dead penned Bumehc— . hnlding rifle, sued nurr-rire mat to 
lure cightlipprd -uepcct from hiding place. 

3. Drlcrminrd, very prtciir math fracher would make but 
erven of i»inly-l» o pine for her church bake ealc. 

4. Although the icnpr ><f o,ir working knowledge In finite, the 
depth of our ignnrnnce infinite. 
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Male angst spurs on hunt 


for the missing sperm 



By A. J. Singh 


MUMBAI. India — Ra- 
mesh, 26. a healthy and 
upwardly mobile junior bu- 
siness executive, is a sad 
man these days. 

Married three years ago. 
he longs to be a father. But 
doctors in Mumbai (former- 
ly Bombay) say he is 
unlikely to be able to sire 
children. Not only is his 
sperm count low, but his 
semen contains many dead 
and defective sperms. 

Santosh, a 28-year-old en- 
gineer. has also been seek- 
ing fertility advice. After six 
years of marriage, he is 
without an heir. His sperm 
count was found to be low 
but not hopeless. Doctors 
say it could increase, but 
this has not happened yet. 

Ramesh and Santosh are 
two of the millions of In- 
dian males who — anxious 
and friistrated at their fail- 
to impregnate their 


Scientists are unsure why sperm counts 
are falling in some parts of the world. 
Gender-bender chemicals and synthetic 
and even natural hormones are thought 
to be among the causes. The problem is 
causing particular concern in India 
where millions of men are seeking help 
from fertility specialists 


ure 


wives — are .doing the 
rounds of clinics in the hope 
of finding help. 

They are victims of a big 
fall in sperm counts in India 
which is worrying many 
people. Some regard the 
phenomenon as nature's 
answer to over-population 
in a country with close to a 
billion inhabitants. Others 
blame it on industrial chem- 
icals in the environment, on 
oral contraceptives and on 
modem lifestyles. 

Evidence of falling sperm 
counts around the world is 
inconclusive and contradic- 
tory, with some countries 
apparently showing an 
increase. But India has reg- 
istered a sharp decline. Re- 
cent reports suggest the 
problem is particularly 
marked among agricultural 
workers in certain parts of 


the states of Gujarat and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

“What we are observing is 
only the dp of the iceberg,” 
says Dr. Anand Kumar, a 
reproductive biologist at the 
Hope Clinic in Bangalore. 

Dr. Firuza Purikh. a Mum- 
bai-based gynaecologist 
who pioneered micromanip- 
ulation (injecting a sperm 
into an egg) in India, says: 
“Over the past decade, the 
average fall (in numbers of 
sperm) could be 15 million 
per millilitre.” 

Male fertility is measured 
by the number of sperms 
per millilitre of semen. This 
was found to be 113 million 
on average in 1938. Now it 
is about 66 million. 

Doctors can find no med- 
ical reason for low sperm 
counts in most cases. Lea- 
ding infertility specialists 
Dr. Aniruddha Malpani and 
Dr. Anjali Malpani — co- 
authors of a book; Getting 
Pregnant. A Guide for Infer- 
tile Couples — say low 
sperm count is the cause of 
infertility among 90 per 
cent of the couples who 
consult them. 

Aniruddha Malpani, who 
set up India's first sperm 
bank five years ago, says: 
“We are now rejeedng nine 
out 10 healthy young 
(prospective donor) men 
because their sperm counts 


aren't high.” 

Experts are also worried 
about the quality of sperm. 
A higher percentage of 
weak, dead and abnormal 
sperms — sometimes with 
two heads or two tails — 
are now found in semen. 

Motility (speed and swim- 
ming direction of individual 
sperm cells) and morpholo- 
gy (shape and size) are as 
important as numbers in the 
process of conception. 

“The average motility rate 
is also on the decline,” says 
Dr. Parveen Kini, a Mumbai 
specialist. “And the average 
seminal volume has fallen 
from 3.7 to 2.5 millilitres ” 

Weak and malformed 
sperms stand little chance of 
fertilising an egg. If they do. 
the pregnancy can end in 
miscarriage or a deformed 
baby. 

No-one knows the exact 
cause for the decline. How- 
ever. stress, alcohol, smok- 
ing. bicycle riding, drug 
taking, exposure to X-ray 
radiation and even tight-fit- 
ting underwear have all 
been blamed for disturbing 
sperm production. 

One patient reportedly 
recovered when he stopped 
wearing tight briefs. “Tes- 
ticles perform best when 
they hang,” says Dr. Kini. 
When the testicles are 
pulled up. blood tempera- 


ture in the scrotum rises. 
“This can damage sperm 
cells.” 

Some researchers think 
the real culprits are chemi- 
cals such as pesticides and 
substances used in the plas- 
tics indusuy. as well as syn- 
thetic hormones used in 
birth-control pills. These 
can build up in the food 
chain and water supplies 
and affect humans, possibly 
damaging sperm production 
and foetal development. 

British researchers recent- 
ly suggested that the female 
hormone oestrogen, natural- 
ly discharged by women, 
was somehow being reacti- 
vated in sewage-treatment 
works and causing male fish 
living downstream to devel- 
op female characteristics. 

Environmentalists, mean- 
while, have linked pollution 
to diseases of the male re- 
productive system and birth 
defects such as malformed 
or undersized penises and 
testes. 

Dr. Kumar believes pesti- 
cides are responsible for 
damaging males in rural 
areas. “Humans are to 
blame if fertility’ is going 
down,” he says. 

Some doctors think the 
problem is being exaggerat- 
ed. while other people find 
the subject amusing. 

Humourist Manu Joseph 
says: “If it is what you call a 
biological trend then per- 
haps my father was half the 
man my grandfather was. 
This makes poor me only 
quarter the man my grandad 
was. 

“True, my father had only 
two children while my 
grandfather had eight .But 
this. I presume, had more to 
do with the growing popu- 
larity of rubber” — Gemini 
News. 


Emir.it 

Vft,* maJr « 

J pJ ' h iih Ott"" " 

l> J “ . , rjr>< 




appear 


•* | Li PA Oil VshK 




lT [her Ou 
, , riormaii: 
’• - il 


»iji* 
witii 


raq- 




ha' 

[(-.•jeiher. f 


Hc- jKl . 

J*' 11 

■t«il 

c’ 1 

' the xr ..... 


f.imiii; 
dunking sui 


. 1 . .. riri.-inli*. 


, 111? If'.’" 1 ■■ , 

:nd v e hav 

rutprenec 

..p.jte wit 


..<• Vjt'' • 
I’.ji 


1,0^1 


VJBJ *' 

K'V 


.'n 


r 


r‘ 


:re 

■if. K-j 

1 j:: 

. i.-jq ■ 



1 1 V. 


Ml 


■J’A ill. VV 

-in irk 
:a I. 

!! b’lte 
ng in 1 , a 
-iuvkei 
de Gul 
inin; 
Presi 
in. 


niwh 




.tfh mt- ••' n 

ri- . . 

in.iU- r- Tlli-d.l> "Ulk! I 
" . . .!! k. 


•L 7 




^ J vtr 


■AKi- l-. o 

ii5 ^ 


v’.iii b' 

.i.rrng . 
>n Abt 

J rrmu 
>. ,!.i A 
•. rcc 


wit 


Report sies two-fold increase in skin cander 


General As 
jfvelop 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 


LONDON — Cases of skin cancer could quadruple by the 
year 2100 if ozone-depleting chemicals were not restricted, 
scientists reported. 

Even with current agreements to reduce production of 
such chemicals, skin cancer cases will double, they said in 
a report in the science journal Nature. 

Harry Slaper and colleagues at the Netherlands Institute 
of Public Health and the Environment said their findings 
showed how important it was to restrict production of such 
chemicals. 

They based their findings on a complex analysis of cur- 
rent cases, skin cancer tests on mice and projections of 
ozone levels, they wrote ini Nature. 

A 1985 agreement known as the Vienna Convention set 
up a framework for reducing production of chemicals that 
harm the ozone layer. These include chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs). used widely in refrigeration and aerosols. 

They react with oxygen in the ozone layer, which protects 
the Earth from the sun’s ultraviolet radiation. Such radia- 
tion not only damages crops but causes skin cancer. 

So countries agreed to cut chemical production. In 1 987 a 
plan for phasing out production was signed in Montreal — 
although there have been problems implementing it. 

CFC production was banned worldwide in January. But 
there is still a significant black market in (he chemical. 

For the scenario in which no restrictions were placed on 


chemicals the researchers assumed a three per cent annual 
increase in production of CFCs, halons and methyl chloro- 
form. Under Montreal Agreement, production of the five 
major offenders is supposed to be dropped to 50 per cent by 
1999. 

“We evaluated the skin cancer types: Squamous cell car- 
cinoma, basal cell carcinoma, the most frequent but least 
aggressive, and cutaneous malignant melanoma, the least 
frequent but most aggressive,’’ they wrote. 

Skin cancer cases due to ozone depletion would double in 
the United States under the Montreal Agreement they 
found. But they would have more than quadrupled had 
there been no agreement. 

They would grow two per cent if all production of zone- 
depleting chemicals had stopped at the end of 1995. Figures 
were just slightly lower for northwest Europe. 

“These results demonstrate the importance of the interna- 
tional measures agreed upon under the * Vienna 
Convention,” the researchers wrote. 

Current cancer rates are about two per thousand in the 
United States each year and a little more than half that in 
Europe. 

A second report in nature found that the ozone hoie over 
Antarctica would start to “heal” by the early part of tbe next 
century, provided agreements are honoured. 

David Hofmann of the U.S. Weather Service NOAAsaid 
the first signs would be seen by 2008. “The ozone' layer 
would then continue to heal slowly, reaching pre-ozone 
hole levels by about the year 2050,” he wrote. 


Future gains seen in war on cancer 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Buoyed by 
a small but historic drop in can- 
cer death rates, top experts 
have predicted that practical 
prevention efforts combined 
with cutting-cdgc scientific 
advances will lead to more 
gains. 

National Cancer Institute and 
American Cancer Society ex- 
perts this week released studies 
showing a steady decline in 
cancer deaths every year from 
1990 to 1995. the First time 
such a trend has emerged since 
public health officials began 
gathering cancer statistics in 


the 1930s. . 

"Perhaps this is the begin- 
ning of a victory lap.” said 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Donna Shalala. 

American Cancer Society ex- 
perts told at a news conference 
it was quite realistic to forecast 
that death rates would drop by 
a founh within 20 years and il 
may even be possible to cut the 
cancer fatality rate in half. 

U.S. cancer officials did not 
make such specific forecasts 
hut they said a combination of 
better prevention and detection 
and new treat men is should 
yield more and more gains. 

Asked what was most excit- 


ing about the next stage of the 
war on cancer. National Cancer 
institute Director Dr. Richard 
Klausner told Reuters: “Every- 
thing" the biggest cloud on die 
horizon is teen smoking. Near- 
ly one-third of cancer cases are 
tobacco-related and an increase 
in teen smoking could wipe out 
many of the gains. 

No one is suggesting that sci- 
ence is on the brink of con- 
quering cancer. More than a 
half-million Americans and 
millions more around the globe 
still die of the disease every 
year. But scientists in the last 
few years have finally begun to 
understand the processes that 
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cause it. 

Some of the remarkable mol- 
ecular and genetic discoveries 
of recent years should Mart 
finding their way into the clin- 
ic. There will riot be a “magic 
bullet" cure bm doctors should 
soon have better diagnostic 
tools including relatively sim- 
ple ones like a urine test for 
bladder or kidney cancer as 
well as improved life-prolong- 
ing therapies. 

And by using the tools 
already in hand — but using 
them better — more gains can 
be made. Dr. Janies Marks of 
the Centre for Disease Control 
and Promotion told Reuters. 
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ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. The dinar (denarius) is originally Greek. 

2. Algeria. 

3. Thirty-three years. 

4. The decibel is the unit for measuring sound intensity. 

5. Phosphorous, nitrogen and potassium. 


4. Skate 

5. Anchovy 

6. Haddock 

7. Mackerel 

8. Cod 
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(A) TYPES OFFISH 


PUZZLES 


1 . Halibut 

2. Sardine 

3. Sole 


WHO’S WHO? 
MICHAEL CAINE 
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pushes for Gulf Arab 

niormalisation with Baghdad 
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ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). which has made the 
strongest push for Arab rec- 
onciliation with Gulf war 
foe Iraq, is urging regional 
allies to normalise ties with 
Baghdad, a UAE official 
said on Wednesday. 

But differences appear to 
have sharpened between 
the UAE and Kuwait which 
has rejected such calls. 

“His Highness ( UAE 
President Sheikh Zaycd 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan) is 
encouraging other Gulf 
Arab states to normalise 
relations with Iraq," the 
official told Reuters. 

“He said we (Arabs) have 
to all do it together." he 
added. 

A Gulf official Familiar 
with UAE thinking said 
there had been no contacts 
between the UAE and 
Iraq, aside from humanitar- 
ian aid to the Iraqi pc< >ple. 

“His Highness .said that 
we are Arabs and we have 
to forget what happened. 
We have to renegotiate with 
Iraq and strengthen our ties 
once again on a strong basis 
based on goodwill. We 
can’t keep going on like 
this." said the official. 

But Kuwait, still bitter 
over Iraq's lightning inva- 
sion in 1990 which shocked 
militarily vulnerable Gulf 
Arab states, is maintaining 
a tough line on Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Kuwait on Tuesday said it 
had turned down a call by 
Sheikh Zayed during a 
recent meeting in Abu 
Dhabi with Kuwait’s 
Crown Prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad A l 
Abdullah Ai-Sabah, to rec- 
oncile with Iraq. 

Sheikh Saad told 


Kuwait's parliament that 
"reconciliation does not 
apply to a country like 
Iraq" and the "Iraqi regime 
cannot be trusted." 

Sheikh Zayed. the Gulf’s 
elder statesman, has repear- 
cdly called for a new chap- 
ter in relations with Iraq, 
which in 1990 threatened to 
retaliate again&t Kuwait and 
the UAE for Hooding 
world markets with oil just 
before its troops invaded 
Kuwait. 

The UAE leader, an 
influential regional player 
respected for his mediation 
efforts, has urged recuncili- 
.•‘■on to ease the suffering 
of the Iraqi people who 
have lived under crippling 
United Nations sanctions 
for six years. 

Sheikh Zaycd’ s cull is a 
bonus for Iraq which has 
gone from a global oil 
power to an international 
pariah hit by everything 
from humanitarian crises to 
American air strikes. 

Baghdad on Monday 
accepted U.N. terms to 
implement a deal signed in 
May allowing it to sell oil 
worth S2 billion over six 
months to pay fur food and 
medicine. It will mark the 
first time Iraqi oil has been 
available on world markets 
since sanctions were 
imposed after the invasion. 

The UAE and its part- 
ners in the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council Qatar and 
Oman have softened their 
line on Iraq since the inva- 
sion. but Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, the region's domi- 
nant political and economic 
power, have maintained a 
tough stand. 

The UAE. aside from its 
humanitarian concerns, is 
fearful that a weak Iraq will 


play into the hands of the 
Gulf's non-Arab heavy- 
weight power Iran, just 
across the waterway. 

UAE Foreign Minister 
Rashid Abdullah A1 Nuaimi 
on Saturday said "Iraq's 
inability to exercise self- 
defence has created 
strategic and military 
imbalance in the region, 
underscoring Baghdad’s 
traditional position as 
counterweight to Tehran. 

He added that Iran had 
deployed offensive 

weapons at three Gulf 
islands disputed by Abu 
Dhabi and Tehran. 

The official UAE mood 
was highlighted in newspa- 
per comments which drew 
a sharp distinction between 
the Iraqi president and his 
people. 

In a front-page editorial 
on Wednesday, A1 Khaleej 
said; "Iraq is not Saddam 
Hussein. And the Iraqi peo- 
ple are not the ruling party 
and the brutal security 
apparatus." 

Newspapers also 

launched an unusual attack 
t>n Rolf Ekeu.s, the U.N. 
official in charge of 
destroying Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction, accus- 
ing him of serving “mas- 
ters" in Washington. 

Mr. Ekeus arrived in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday as 
pun of a Gulf tour to seek 
financial support for his 
mission. 

"The general feeling is 
that sanctions are not weak- 
ening Saddam Hussein. As 
the U.S. says he is building 
palaces and strengthening 
his grip over Iraqis and the 
people are the ones who are 
suffering.*' said the Gulf 
official. 
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cam develop information in Palestine 
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NEW YORK (UNIS) — 
The General Assembly 
would note that several 
defined provisions of the 
Department of Public Infor- 
mation (DPI) special infor- 
mation programme on the 
question of Palestine were 
yet to be implemented and 
would stress the importance 
of such implementation, 
under the terms of one of 
four draft resolutions 
approved Tuesday by the 
Committee for the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People. 

The assembly would 
request DPI. among other 
things, to organise fact- 
finding news missions for 
journalists to the area, 
including the territories 
under ihe administration of 
Palestine and the occupied 
territories, and to provide 
media development assis- 
tance to the Paletinian peo- 
ple, including training of 
broadcasters and journal- 
ists. 

' Following approval of the 
text, the permanent observ- 
er for Palestine said that 
implementation of the DPI 


special information pro- 

f 'ramme would be extreme- 
y difficult because of a 
new paragraph contained in 
a Fourth Committee (Spe- 
cial and Decolonisation) 
draft resolution. That para- 
graph requests that DPI be 
provided with an identifica- 
tion of all costs arising 
from information mandates 
contained in resolutions 
other than those recom- 
mended by the Committee 
on Information. The para- 
graph should be reconsid- 
ered and its harmful impact 
neutralised. The political 
will of the international 
community and the axsme- 
blv should nut be circum- 
vented by such technicali- 
ties. he added. 

By the terms of another 
draft approved Tuesday, 
focusing on the Division 
for Palestinian Rights of the 
secretariat, die assembly 
would request the secre- 
tary-general to provide the 
division with the necessary 
resources of the United 
Nations Information Sys- 
tem on the Question of 
Palestine. 


■ • , '“i . M, 

By the terms of a third 
draft text, the assembly 
would authorise the com- 
mittee to mobilise support 
and assistance for the 
Palestinian people. It would 
request the United Nations 
Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine and other rev- 
elant United Nations bodies 
to cooperate fully with the 
committee. 

The final draft text 
approved Tuesday, on the 
peaceful settlement of the 
question of Palestine, 
would have the assembly 
note with satisfaction the 
withdrawal of the Israeli 
army in the Gaza Strip and 
the Jericho area, initiation 
of ihe Palestinian National 
Authority in those areas, 
and the beginning of the 
redeployment of the Israeli 
army in the rest of the West 
Bank. It would express 
concern over the difficul- 
ties facing the Middle East 
peace process, and the dete- 
rioration of the socio-eco- 
nomic conditions of the 
Palestinian people as a 
result of Israeli positions 
and measures. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Corporation which was reg- 
istered as a commercial enti- 
ty two months ago. 

The company remains 
folly government-owned but 
it now operates as an inde- 
pendent commercial organi- 
sation governed by the 
Companies Law as opposed 
to its previous status as a 
semi-autonomous govern- 
ment institution. 

The National Telecommu- 
nications Company has 
invited bids for a "strategic 
partner” so that it could 
expand and modernise its 
facilities as well as absorb 
np-to-date technology' to 
Itcep up with advances in 
ihe area of telecommunica- 
tions without investing state 
funds. 


The decision to withdraw 
the official telephone lines 
was Laken "in view of ihe 
reality that the strategic part- 
ner is not likely to accept 
that the company continues 
to extend free services to the 
government." said an offi- 
cial source. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the decision to 
w iihdraw the lines also cov- 
ered ministries and govern- 
ment departments. 

Conservative estimates put 
at several million dinars [he 
annual telephone bills 
incurred by government 
employees using their offi- 
cial telephone lines connect- 
ed at their residences.. 
Experts said the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
used to maintain a record ot 
the bills although they were 


never formally presented to 
the government for pay- 
ment. As such, the figures 
were never announced in 
public. 

The government also per- 
mits members of the Cabinet 
- and senior government offi- 
cials to have mobile phones, 
but this arrangement is not 
expected to be affected 
because it has been made 
direcily between the govern- 
ment the private sector com- 
pany which offers cellular 
phone services. 

Another source said gov- 
ernment .servants who might 
lose their telephone lines as 
a result of the decision could 
apply directly to the Nation- 
al Telecommunications 
Company to retain the lines 
but they would be treated as 
any other customer of the 
company with all that it 
entails. 


Israeli abuse is widespread 


(Continued from page ll 
| trial has been seL 
, The two have been in deten- 
tion since Nov. 19. a day after 
• Israel television broadcast the 
video taken clandestinely by a 
; Palestinian: 

■ Tb* beating incident went 


unreponed until television 
broadcast the Raniallah beat- 
ings, putting the public .spoi- 
licht i »n police brutality. 

The Ramallah incident drew 
quick condemnation from 
Israeli leaders, but Palestinian 
and Israeli rights groups 


stressed that the only unusual 
aspect was the fact that the 
violence was captured on film 
and broadcast on television. 

According to Mr. Ben*Yair’s 
report, the files of the attorney 
general’s office and those of 
the justice ministry contain a 
total of 264 complaints regis- 
tered against border policemen 
by Palestinians for this year. 



German experts examine illegally shipped plastic waste at a Beirut port on Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

Germany to take back waste sent to Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Preliminary tests carried out by Ger- 
man experts Wednesday on German waste containers 
dumped in Beirut since August showed that they contain 
toxic. materials which necessitate their return to Germany 
. ‘‘Preliminary examinations of this waste proved the pres- 
ence of materials banned in Lebanon and 1 think these 36 
containers wi!J_be shipped back to Germany to be treated.” 


said Wolfgang Lerke. the first secretary at the German 
embassy in Beirut. 

The German experts, along with Lebanese experts and a 
representative from the international environment group 
Greenpeace, examined and took samples from 22 out of 
the 36 containers at the Beirut port. 


U.N. panel adopts pricing mechanism for Iraqi oil exports 


(Continued from page 1) 

north in August. . _ 

But- on Monday. Iraq 
accepted - ' the remaining 
U.N. conditions blocking 
implementation of the oil- 
for-food plan. The United 
Slates and other major 
powers said the wav was 
now open for Mr. Ghuli to 
give the go-ahead to the 
plan as soon as final steps 
have been taken. 

Approval of the oil pric- 
ing formula was automatic 
after, none of the 15 tnem- 
bers-of the Security Council 
Sanctions Committee on 
Iraq raised objections by l 
p.m. New York time. 

Earlier, U.S. officials said 
they would not object. The 
United States was seen as 
the last possible obstacle to 
approval on the committee. 

The 50-page interim 
repon, submitted to the 
council by U.N. Undersec- 
retary-General Chinmaya 
Gharekhan, said about two- 
ihirds of the revenues from 
the sales, or about $1.32 
billion, will pay for human- 
itarian supplies for Iraqi 


civilians. 

Of that, $260 million will 
gu to Iraqis living in Kur- 
dish areas of the north. 
About 30 per cent of the 
revenues will compensate 
victims of the Gulf war and 
the rest for administrative 
costs and the UJM. pro- 
gramme lo monitor Iraq's 
weapons programmes. 

‘The distribution plan 
confirms the willingness of 
the government of Iraq to 
cooperate fully ... (allow- 
ing) unrestricted freedom 
of movement and access to 
United .Nations personnel," 
the report said. 

In London, a Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 
spokesman said the British 
government was "pleased 
that Iraq has finally agreed 
to the implementation of 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 986, as we have long 
urged." 

"The delay has caused 
much unnecessary suffer- 
ing to the Iraqi people," the 
spokesman said. “Imple- 
mentation will bring them 
some relief, but they will 
sadly nor enjoy a normal 


life until Iraq fulfills its 
obligations under the rele- 
vant U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. Sanctions will 
remain until Iraq does so. it 
is hard to imagine this hap- 
pening while Saddam 
remains in power.” 

Iraq anti the United 
Nations broke the deadlock 
in their talks to implement 
the oil- for- food deal by- 
reaching a compromise in 
which Iraq won demands 
over setting prices. West- 
ern diplomats said in 
Baghdad. 

“It's because of a mutual 
compromise that Iraq ended 
up accepting the deal.” 
which has run into obsta- 
cles since it was signed 
May 20, a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

"By accepting the accord, 
the Iraqis were assured that 
the United Slates will 
approve the mechanism for 
setting prices.” another 
diplomat said, adding that 
Washington had immedi- 
ately described Iraq's 
move as “good news.” 

Unlike several months 
ago, Iraq no longer insists 


on taking part in naming 
international observers who 
would supervise the distri- 
bution of supplies nor on 
reducing their number, 
which the United Nations 
has set at 159. 

"We want cooperation 
with the U.N.," an Iraqi 
official ?aid on condition 
he not be named. 

‘The Americans for their 
part showed flexibility, 
especially after the devel- 
opment in northern Iraq 
where they, suffered a 
defeat, as evidenced by the 
withdrawal of their agents 
from this region.” he 
added. 

The United States decid- 
ed to evacuate from Iraqi 
Kurdistan more than 5,000 
relief workers after pulling 
out some 3,000 others ear- 
lier for fear their lives 
might be in danger in the 
region. Iraqi agents infil- 
trated the north after Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's 
troops helped the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party t KDP) 
capture the main city of 
Hrbil from a rival faction on 
Aug. 31. 


Verdict 
given in 
sabotage 
case 

(Continued from page 12) 

the military- prosecution. 

Judge Faouri, however, 
ruled~that it was “permis- 
sible to rely on die sus- 
pect’s testimonies even if 
they were detained by 
security forces for a long 
period.” 

The five other defen- 
dants who were indicted 
and sentenced of slander- 
ing King Hussein were; 
Nassre Izzedin Tahayneh, 
24. (three years), Nabii 
Yousef Abu Harthieh, 28, 
(30 months). Sharif 
Ibrahim Jumah. 37, (two 
years ), Ahmad Abdullah 
Zeitawi, 25, (two years), 
and Mohammad Abdul 
Karim R awash d eh. 23, 
(two years). 

The three defendants 
who walked free were 
Mohammad Wasfi Abu 
Khalil, 33. Mohammad 
Fakhri Saleh. 28. and 
Alaedin Aref Abdul 
Jawad. 24. 

According to court tran- 
scripts. one of them 
received military training 
in Pakistan in 1989. and 
after living in Kuwait for 
three years, he smuggled 
hand grenades and mines 
in 1992 into Jordan and 
hid them in his house in 
Yajouz area. 

The defendants were 
expelled from court sev- 
eral times for disrupting 
procedures during the 14- 
month trial. 

The group was arrested 
before actually carrying 
out any attack. 

Bayat Af Imam follow- 
ers believe only them- 
selves to be the “true fol- 
lowers" of the Islamic 
faith and dp. not attend 
mosque prayers or 
schools because they 
reject the entire system. 

The defendants also 
refused to stand trial at 
first because they said 
they did not believe in the 
court’s justice system. 

They had said they will 
defend themselves, or 
"God would decide their 
fate." 

The sentences will be 
reviewed by the Court of 
Cassation within 30 days. 


House elects committees 


(Continued from page 12) 

Amarin (Karak-centrist), 
and Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat (irbid-minisier). 

The Agriculture Com- 
mittee : Samir Kawar 
(Balqa-minister), AJi Shat- 
ti (Balqa-centrist), Deifai- 
lah Momani (Irbid-cen- 
trist), Abdul Majeed 
Azzam (Irbid-centrist), 
Mansour Ben Tarif 
(Kurak-cemrisi), Mifleh 
Ruheimi (Bedouin-minis- 
ter). Hani Masalha (Balqa- 
centrist)' Jamil Hshoush 
(Karak-centrist). Abdul 
Rahim Ekour (Irbid- 
Islamist), Hatem Ghizawi 
(the Jordan VaJley-cen- 
trist). Talal Obeidat (Irbid- 
opposiiion). 

The Labour and Devel- 
opment Committee: Nader 
Abul Sha'ar (Irbid-cen- 
trist), Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeli tMadaba- 
minister). Hammad Abu 
Jamous (Amman-minis- 
ter), Ahmad Kofahi (Irbid- 
Ishmist), Talal Obeidat 
(frbid-opposition), 
Suleiman Sa'ad (Jerash- 
Islamist), Abdul Hadi 
Majali (Karak-ministerj, 
and Nader Thuheirat 
tMadaba-cemrist). 

The Energy and Mineral 
Resources Committee: 
Saleh IrsheidaL (Irbid-min- 
isier). Munir Sobar 
(Amman-minister), 
Mohammad Ziben 
(Bcdouins-centrisl), Abed 
Musa Nahar (Amman-cen- 
trist) and Bader Riati 
(Aqaba-islamist). 

The Tourism and Public 
Services Committee: 
Mohammad Njadat 
(Bedouins-minister), Tuw- 
fiq Kreishan (Ma’an-cen- 
trist), Saleh Irsheidat 
i.lrbid-minister), Abdullah 


Ensour (Balqa-minister), 
and Fawwaz Zoubi 
(Ramtha-eentrisr). 

The Palestine Commit- 
tee: Abdul Minem Abu 
Zani (Amman-lslamist), 
Ahmad Kofahi (Irbid- 
lslamist), Fayyad Jarrar 
(Zarqa-cenlrist), Theib 
Anis (Zarqa-Islamist), 
Abdul Aziz Jaber 
(Amman-IsJamist), Bas- 
sam Haddadin (Zarqa-left- 
ist), Mustafa Shneikat 
(Balqa-minister), Moham- 
mad Thoeub (Amman- 
minister), Hammad Abu 
Jamous (Amman-minis- 
ter). Abdul Majeed Agtash 
(Madaba- independent 
Islamist) and Salem 
Zawaideh (Madaba-cen- 
trist). 

The Badia Commitfee: 
Jamal Khreisheh 

(Bedouin-centrisn. Man- 
sour Ben Tarif t Karak-cen- 
trist), and Mohammad 
Huneiti (Amman-centrist). 

The Law Committee: 
Ibrahim Kilani (Amman- 
lslamist), Hammam 
Sa’eed (Amman-lslamist).' 
Abdullah Akho Irsheideh 
ibedouins-cenirist'i, Abdul 
Karim Dughmi (Maf'raq- 
minister). Toujan Faisal 
(Amman-opposition), 
Abdul .Aziz Jaber 
(Amman-lslamist). Mah- 
moud Huweimel (Balqa- 
minister), Hatem Gizawi 
(Irbid-centrist), Ahmad 
Qudah (Ajloun-minister). 
Hani Masalhah (Balqa- 
centrist). and Abdul Ruouf 
Rawabdeh ( Ramrha-cen- 
trist). 

Finance Committee: Ali 
Abul Ragheb (Amman- 
minister), Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat (Irbid-minisier), 
Ali Shatti (Balqa-centrist), 
Samih Farah (Madabu- 
cenlrist), Toujan Faisal 


t Amman-opposuon), 
Mohammad Ovveiduh 
(Balqa-Isiamist). Abed 
Musa Nahar (Amman-cen- 
trist). Hashem Dabbas 
( Balqa-minister), Nader 
Abul Sha’ar (Irbid-cen- 
trisi). and Abdullah 
Akaileh (Tafileh- Islamist). 

The Arab and Foreign 
Affairs Committee; Fauzi 
Tueimeh tBalqa-cenirisi), 
Mohammad Ziben 

t bedouins-centrist >. 
Hamzeh Mansour 

(Amman-lslamist). Saleh 
Sha'wateh ( Irbid-centrist j. 
Mohammad Abu Eleim 
(Mafraq-centrist). Salem 
Zawaideh (bedouins-cen- 
trist). Khalil Haddadin 


(Amman-Baath), Bassam 
Emoush (Zarqa-Islamist), 
Abdul Majeed Azzam 
(Irbid-centrist). Farah 
Rabadi (Ajloun-centrist). 
and Taher Masri (Amman- 
centrist). 

The Culture and Educa- 
tion Committee; Fawzi 
Tueimeh (Balqa-centrist), 
Ibrahim Kilani (Amman- 
lslamist). Mohammad Haj 
(Zarqa-Islamist), Moham- 
mad Thoeub (Amman- 
minister). Mohammad 
Daoudieh (Tafileh-minis- 
ter). Mohammad Oweidah 
(Balqa-Islamisu, Abdul 
Hadi Majali iKarak-minis- 
ter), Rateb Saoud (Tafileh- 
centrist), Farah Rabadi 


(Ajloun-centrist). Nader 
Thuheirat (Irbid-centrist). 
and Abdul Majed Aqtash 
( Madaba-independen t 
Islamist). 

The Freedoms Commit- 
tee: Abdul Karim Dughmi 
(Mafraq-minisier), Jamal 
Khreisheh (bedouins-cen- 
trist). Khalil Haddadin 
(Amman-Baath). Theib 
Abdullah (Amman-cen- 
trisn, Bassam Emoush 
(Zarqa-Islamist). Tawfiq 
Kreishan (Ma’an-centrist), 
Rateb Saoud (Tafileh-cen- 
trist), Khaled Abed Nabbi 
(Amman -centrist). Mifleh 
Ruheimi (bedouins-minis- 
ter). and Abdullah Akaileh 
(Tafileh-Islamist). 




Cl 


Restaurant 

Enjoy with your 
family our lunch 
Buffet. 

A wide variety of 

- Salad Bar 

- Horae - made pasta 

& 

Choose your 
main dish from 
our menu 

Prices 


For Adults:I0.00 J.D 
Children : 5. 00 J.D 

For Reservation 
Call Tel: 

821705 



Celebration held on the 
Founding of The Jordanian Branch 
Of La Chaine des Rotisseurs 
(the World Association of Gastronomy). 
HRH Prince Ali Ben Nayef deputised for Her 
Majesty Queen Noor in attending the first 
celebration of the founding of the branch at a 
gourmet dinner at the Regency Palace Hotel 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Saeed Sawalha, the society president In 
Jordan, presented Prince Ali with the highest 
honorary medal in the presence of Mr. Thierry, 
the society’s chief of international relations who 
arrived from Paris for the occasion. 

During the ceremony meritorial medals were 
presented to Dr. Saleh Irsheidat, minister of 
tourism, and the ministry's secretary general, Mr, 
Akram Masarweh. 
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Iraqi traders prefer routing imports through Gulf ports 


BAGHDAD fR) — Iraq is 
diverting its trade with the 
outside world to its ports on 
the Gulf and imports from 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are rising in volume, 
Baghdad traders said 
Wednesday. 

They said Iraq’s southern 
ports were bristling with 
life again with scores of 
small and medium-sized 
ships anchoring every day. 

Tbe new outlet, the 
traders said, gave them 
access to duty-free UAE 
goods which “are of a better 
quality and cheaper than 
those we used to get from 
Jordan”. 

“We no longer have to 


deal with a chain of check- 
points on the highway to 
Jordon. It is always safer to 
travel the sea,” said one 
trader. 

Another said U.S. and 
Allied warships in the Gulf 
would search suspected 
ships and boats but would 
set them free if carrying 
documents from the U.N.'s 
Iraq sanctions committee 
and if the goods were of a 
humanitarian nature. 

Baghdad traders expected 
a big boost in Iraqi imports 
via the Gulf once humani- 
tarian supplies under Iraq’s 
oii-for-food deal with U.N. 


start pouring in. 

Traffic on the 1,000-kilo- 


metre highway to Jordan 
has been reduced to a trick- 
le. travellers said. "You now 
have fewer trucks on the 
road than any time before. 
The highway is now mainly 
used by tankers and passen- 
ger cars." said a traveller. 

Traders said Iraq’s 
imports of flour, rice and 
cooking oils from India, 
Malaysia and Vietnam were 
now shipped through the 
Gulf instead of the Jordan- 
ian port of Aqaba. 

“It is easier to deal; with 
the UAE. The authorities 
have recently relaxed visa 
restrictions for Iraqi traders 
and UAE merchants are 
very cooperative.” said 


another trader. 

He said Jordan still 
remained a financial centre 
for Iraqi traders but the 
Gulf route was more prof- 
itable for business with 
South East Asia and goods 
in the UAE were cheaper to 
buy and ship to Iraq. 

Jordan slashed the vol- 
ume of a $400 million pro- 
tocol trade with Iraq in 
1 995 by about half as part 
of efforts to tighten the 
noose on the government in 
Baghdad. Jordan receives 
around 700.000 barrels of 
low-priced Iraqi oil per day. 

Iraqi newspapers on 
Wednesday said a big dele- 
cation of Jordanian indus- 


trialists and exporters was 
due in Baghdad in an effort 
to persuade die authorities 
to increase the volume of 
bilateral trade. 

Iraqi ports, damaged in the 
I980-SS Gulf war with Iran 


and the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait, can now only han- 
dle cargo ships of up to 
30,000 tonnes. Large ship- 
ments. traders said, still need 
to be diverted to Jordan or 
Turkey. 


Diplomats said Iraq sought 
routes to the UAE and the 
Gulf for its trade when polit- 
ical ties with Amman wors- 
ened following Jordan’s 
decision last year to shelter 
Baghdad's dissidents. 
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Pakistan cuts jobs to save money 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Pakistan's interim 
government has fired 
40.000 civil servants, all 
hired by former prime min- 
ister Benazir Bhutto, news 
reports and officials have 
said. 

The sacked employees 
were among 200.000 peo- 
ple hired during Ms. Bhut- 
to’s three years in power. 

In a move to cut govern- 
ment expenses by a whop- 
ping JO billion rupees 
($250 million), the interim 
administration is firing 
employees, merging min- 
istries. selling off govern- 
ment vehicles and eliminat- 
ing 2,505 positions, said 
Information Minister 
Ershad Haqqani. 


As well 491 telephones 
have been disconnected, 
which should save the gov- 
ernment nearly $1 million, 
he said. 

When the president dis- 
missed Ms. Bhutto's gov- 
ernment last Nov. 5, he 
accused her of overstaffing 
the government and public 
corporations with friends 
and family. 

In the last year, the 
national airline alone hired 
an additional 1. 000 people 
— all sent to them by the 
government — despite the 
fact that it had been operat- 
ing at a loss. 

Mr. Haqqani said the 
cutbacks will not result in 
any reduction in service. It 
wasn't clear which min- 


istries would be hardest hit. 
but it appeared there would 
be cutbacks in all 31 gov- 
ernment departments. * 

The Pakistani government 
is the largest single employ- 
er in a country of 140 mil- 
lion people. 

In one province, which he 
refused to name, every min- 
ister had 30 different luxury 
vehicles at his disposal. 

“I'm horrified to know all 
about this, but it is true,” he 
said. 

Ms. Bhutto has denied the 
accusations against her. 

Her husband, Asif Ali 
Zardari, who has been 
jailed since the government 
was dismissed, has been .at 
the centre of most corrup- 
tion scandals. 


Announcement No. (21/96) 
Licensing of Public Payphones 


Pursuant to the Jordanian Government’s policy of open development of the 
Telecommunications sector, the Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission will be hosting a public meeting to discuss the implications 
associated with the proposed issue of future Public Payphone Licences. 


! This meeting will be held on 30th November, 1 996 at 


National Electricity Company HaU 
7th Circle-- 
| (Opposite C-Town) 


I Amman 

The meeting will commence promptly at 10:00 am. 


Interested parties wishing to attend are requested, where possible, to 
register their intent no later than 2 DO p.m., Thursday 28th November, by:- 


Telephone +9626 862020 
Facsimile +9626 863641 


Additional information may also be obtained from the above number. 
This notice is issued on behalf of the Director General, 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 


THE Daily Crossword by Wilson McBeath 


ACROSS 
■ l Spanish rivers 
5 Smacks 

10 Jog 

14 Rights org. 

15 Plot 

1 6 San — , Italy 

17 — do- well 

18 Russian lake 

19 Geometric term 

20 Frances Folsom 
was his Firsl 
Lady 

23 — fixe 

24 Cub Seoul 
groups 

25 Cast 

28 Gaelic 

30 Fitzgerald 

31 Shanghai 
worker 

34 “When I was a 
— ■" (Gilbert) 

37 Abigail Powers 
was his First 
Lady 

40 Utter 

41 Fit — 

42 Before: pref. 

43 Submits 

44 Choler 

45 Perceived 

47 Gait 

49 Lucy Webb was 
his First Lady 

56 Chills and fever 

57 Cold 

58 Enamelware 

59 Crazes 

60 Alpine region: 
var. 

61 — go bragh 

62 Waste 
allowance 

63 Metric measure 

64 Musical symbol 


C 1996 TnDune Med* Services. Inc. 
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down 

1 Pealed 

2 Bakery worker 

3 Spread 

4 — of the finest 

5 Twenty 

6 Judge Ito 

7 Explorer 
Tasman 

8 Call 


9 Eastern 
European 

10 Irish city 

11 Showed again 

12 Portents 

13 Amphibian 

21 Dutch city 

22 A Ford 

■25 Haws’ partner 

26 Essayist 

27 Partner 

28 NobeliSt 

Wiese I 

29 Vex 

31 Boast 

32 Rooms in a 
harem 

33 Frequently, 
poetically 

34 Yearn 

35 Comedian 
Johnson 

36 Roe 

38 Make amends 

39 Cannibal 

43 Command 

44 Frau's 
exclamation 
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45 Beet or cane 
start 

46 Musical 
composition 

47 Preceding in 
time 

48 Confuse 

49 Float 


50 Dam! 

51 Dart 

52 Fictional 
brute 

53 Time long past 

54 Some 
collegians 

55 Transmitted 


An intelligence report 
acquired by the Associated 
Press accuses Mr. Zardari 
of overstaffing government 
departments with his per- 
sona! appointments “in vio- 
lation of ail rules.” 

“A large number of mid- 
dle level officers were 
inducted or brought on line 
through horizontal trans- 
fers. illegal elevations and 
inductions.” said the intelli- 
gence report. 

The report runs through 
each government depart- 
ment identifying areas 
where favouritism was 
shown in the awarding of 
contracts and tenders as 
well as jobs given to friends 
and relatives. 


US Dollar 
■DE Marti 
CB Ste riling 
CH franc' 
JP Yen 
Ca Dollar . 
IT Lira 
L Gu/lier - 
FR Franc 


113.30 1.3451 
74.11 0.8801 


189.98 2.2517 

87.65 1.0404 


1.19 . 

1339.05 0.8875 


1514.10 
990.32 
2536/12 
1171.00 
I .13-38 
1124.34 


Main EuuUv Intlicics 


' Newyorfc 
London 
Tokyo 
Paris 
Frankfort. 


DOW JONES 

6503.07 

-25.34 

4U9 

6538.85 6491.14 

SAP 500 

755.15 

-0.81 

-0.11 

757.3 753.18 

FT-SE t0« 

4049.2 

-19.2 

-0.47 

4085 4040 

MKKTL22S 

- 21345.28 

-72.97 

-0.34 

21460.6 21258.7 

CA C 40 

2270.77 

■4J1 

-0.19 

2279.55 2262.02 

- DAX 

' 2797.03 

-13.61 

-0.48 

2807.29 2793.3 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Coffee (cflbs) 
CoroatSfton) 
Sugar (S/lon) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (c/lb*) 
Tea (*lgflcg) 
Barley (S/hsh) 
Rice (5/ton) 



115.5 

Spot 

1416 

•Spw • 

308.7 

Spot 

127 

Split 

| 22.01 

Spilt 

118 

Spilt 

2.25 

■Spill 

470 

Spot 


US Dollar 
GB Stc riling 
DE Mark 
Cll Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 

Source: Central 


0.708 0.710 

1.1843 1.1902 


0.4636 04659- 

04481 0.5508 


0.1367 0.1374 

0.6251 0.6282 


0.4131 0.4152 


0.4672 j 0.4695 
Bunk of Jordan. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
1 9) Let your thoughts today 
be clearer and more concise 
so that you can use them 
wisely and make your 
career opportunities more 
successful. Get good ideas 
later .this evening from 
experts and friends. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Put your private 
data in order today so that 
you can use it cleverly and 
more efficiently. Do what- 
ever will bring business- 
world success to you later 
this evening with the assis- 
tance of fellow associates. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Come to the right deci- 
| sions today about how- to 
gain your aims and make 
' career activities more pros- 
perous. A close friend who 
thinks fast can give excel- 
lent suggestions for you 
laler tonight to complete 
anv new projects. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 j There 
are several things today 


you can do in the outside 
world to have a successful 
career if you pay close 
attention to knowledgeable 
people. Decide on the best 
procedure to follow in this 
instance. ' * ' ' ’ • 
LEO: (July- 25' 'tb' ’August 
21) You have -your .new 
ideas truly fixed in y6ur 
mind today and you can at 
this time put them into 
operation with success. 
Later this evening will be 
good for seeing close 
friends and have a wonder- 
ful time together. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Know what 
it is today which your mate 
desires to do before you 
make plans for you both. 
The relationship is a part- 
nership which must be a 50- 
50 proposition and not seen 
as one-sided by .either of 
you or there could be diffi- 
culty. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Finish that dis- 
cussion toduv with an out 


side fellow associate and 
make workable plans which 
are easy to follow. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to discuss with a 
knowledgeable person with 
creative ideas : for business 
afctftltibs!’ 1 i' 1 *i» 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try a differ- 
ent tact at your career activ- 
ities today and get better 
results for your efforts. 
Don’t neglect handling pub- 
lic affairs so that you will 
be thought of as a very 
civic-minded individual by 
others. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Get some amusement mat- 
ter arranged today with 
close friends and you will 
have a wonderful time with 
them. A fellow associate is 
cooperative, so be conge- 
nial since there could be 
sometime when you will 
need assistance. 
CAPRICORN: (December 


22 to January 20) Try not 
to say anything at home 
today which could disturb 
close loved ones and later 
get into recreational activi- 
ties which everyone will 
enjoy. Later this evening 
wilt be gbod for you -id go 
out on the town with your 
mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February' 19; Discuss 
amusements today with 
those who want ' to enjoy 
them with you over the 
weekend. Later this evening 
will be good for meeting 
with a bigwig and gain the 
insight to get any business 
activities completed suc- 
cessfully. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study ways and 
means today for gaining 
more asscLs and income. A 
financial expert give you 
good advice in order to be 
successful, so listen. Later 
this evening you can go out 
to recreational locations 
and have a fun time. 
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CUT OUT THE 
V EYE HOLES.. J 


I /Or 


WO. 


Andy Capp 



/ YOU DESERVE > 
f A ME13AL, PET- 
BUSHING HOME ON 
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SAY THAT > 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


H .(• Iff 


’ ID SUffE \ 
ICVETDGO A 
-re MEXICO 
. THIS VCAR/ j 


MAW/ V . 


' WHV NOT? ' 
Beautiful 
countsv i 


NOT I PRETTVGALSI j &•;>' 

me! go music/ 

- - 1 ROMANCE/ ' ' 


'THE SENC RITAS W o» r j 1 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You desire for 
an expansion and this is a 
good day today for such. 
If a trip is needed, plan it 
wisely and count the cost 
so that you will not run 
out of funds when the 
need arises. Later this 
evening meet with knowl- 
edgeable people. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You have a fine 
opportunity to get ahead 
today, so make the right 
decisions and then carry 
through with enthusiasm. 
Later this evening will be 
good to see close friends 
for a {un -time which 
everyone will enjoy. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Add new friends 
to your present' roster 
today and this will be 
good for you and them. 
Put your ideas across to a 
bigwig who can make 
, suggestion for the best 
method of action to take 
so that you can become 
successful. - ' 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
into whatever activities 
today which can improve 
your standing in the com- 
munity where you dwell 
and make your reputation 
much brighter. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with fellow associates and 
discuss creative ideas. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You are inspired just 
hnw to gain your cher- 
ished wishes and close 
friends also have ideas 
which can be helpful at 
this time. Later tonight 
you can go out with close 
friends and have an 
enjoyable time together. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study 
your mate today from a 
! different . perspective. ■ 

• You'll see jthat attitude. 

. ichange will improve the 
redationship which cur- 
rently exists. Later tonight 
you can meet with suc- 
cessful persons and get 
thqjr suggestion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Situations 
arise today which can 
give you and fellow asso- 
ciates an opportunity to 
get ahead faster. Think 
constructively concerning 
career activities which 
you have been involved 
with for sometime. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Make ' 
the changes you have 
planned today without 
further delay. Avoid one 
who could bring much 
difficulty later this 
evening and make a plan 
of action which will make 
your tasks quiie success- 
ful in the days ahead. 
SAGITTARIUS: (ovem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Get into amusements you 
like with enthusiasm 
today and be happier with 
whatever business activi- 
ties which you are 
involved. Later- this 
evening make the effort to 
contact knowledgeable 
people for some construc- 
tive ideas. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Lis- 
ten to the suggestions i 
today of a close loved one 
which concerns upgrad- 
ing the condition of your 
home and you will be able 
to increase the value of it. 
Later this evening you 
can go out on the town 
with your mate. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) An 
early start today in the 
outside world is’ wise, so 
pursue whatever course of 
action is necessary. Have 
talks with allies later this 
evening which can bring 
much cooperation con- 
cerning any career activi- 
ties. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Finances and 
property should be first 
on the agenda today, so 
that you can make your 
life and the lives of your 
loved ones more comfort- 
able. Get advanced advice 
from a wealthy person W 
about how to make your 
funds grow. 
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Business & Finance 

Islamic banks flourish 
but hurdles seen ahead 
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DUBAI (R) — Islamic 
banks have become more 
popular among the 
world's one billion Mus- 
lims. but the more than 
185 financial institutions 
which strictly adhere to 
the principles of Islamic 
Sharia law face hurdles 
io lure more funds, 
bankers have said. 

The banks are increas- 
ingly facing competition 
from Western banks 
offering Islamic prod- 
ucts. They need to edu- 
cate more Muslims about 
their services, standard- 
ise their products and 
develop a sound legal 
framework in which "to 
operate, Islamic bankers 
at a conference in Dubai 


said. 

“The growth rate of 
Islamic banks during the 
past 20 years has neen 
quite remarkable, if not 

f ihenomenaJ,” said 

ntemaiional Association 
of Islamic Banks Secre- 
tary-General Samir Abid 
Shaikh. “But it is now 
tapering off at five to 
seven per cent." 

He said Islamic finan- 
cial institutions' assets 
had jumped 21 times in 
10 years to around SI 66 
billion in 1995. 

Islamic banks do not 
deal in interest — the 
core of the Western 
banking system — as it 
is regarded by many 
Muslims as usury. 



Ministry finalises 
plan for road projects 
valued at JD235. 7m 

** THE MINISTRY of Public Works and Housing has 
finalised a new plan io implement a number of road pro- 
jects valued at JD235.7 million over the coming five 
years. Mr. Abdul Majeed A1 Kabariti. the secretory-gen- 
eral's assistant for road affairs, said that a 120-kilometre, 
four-lane highway linking North Shouneh with South 
Shouneh is expected for completion within three years at 
a cost of JD75 million. 

The ministry will implement the Qatameh-Kurak high- 
way, which will be a four-lane. 33-kilometre road, at a 
cost of JD26 million. Another project will be a four-lane, 
1 S-kilometre long coastal road in Aqaba at a cost of JD2 1 
million. Mr. Kabariti said Amman would benefit from a 
50-kilometre belt road that will be four lanes and will 
cost about JD21 million. 

Other projects include: 

1 ) A 20-kilometre, four-lane belt road in Irbid at a cost 
of JD 1 7.7 million. 

2) The third stage of the Irbid-North Shouneh road. 
This stage will in four lanes and will extend for 12 kilo- 
metres at a cost JD12 million. 

■-<«#)• Twb-/ane road 'that will extend 26 kilometres 
between Karlk and AJ Ghor at a cost of JD14 million. 

4) A four-lane. 14-kitehieire highway that will link the 
city of Aqaba with the main road at a cost of JDI0.5 mil- 
lion. 

5) A road between the border posts in the area of 
Ummar and King Abdullah bridge at a cost of JD10 mil- 
lion. 

6) The second stage, of the Naour-South Shouneh road 
valued at JD5 million. 

1) A four-lane. 12-kilometre highway between Naur 
and Urn Al Basatecn estimated to cost ID6 million. 

S) A Four-lane. I9-kiiometre highway between Yajouz 
and Zarqa at a cost of abour JDIO million. 

9) A road between the Prince Mohammad bridge and 
the facilities surrounding it at a cost of around JD7.5 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Kabariti said that there are other road projects to be 
implemented in the Jordan valley with the financial assis- 
tance of Japan f Al Ra’ij. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



. “A woman at my office has buns of 
steel. When she walks, it sounds like 
two trash cans banging together." 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtes, 
wta latter to each square, io lorm 
•our ordinary words. 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and Mlk* Artjhlon 
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banned under Islamic 
Sharia law. 

The 20-year-old indus- 
try has so far attracted 
about $80 billion in 
funds from devout Mus- 
lims. But this is just the 
tip of the iceberg, 
bankers say. Hundreds of 
billions of dollars of 
Muslims’ money is still 
managed by non-Islamic 
institutions. 

“My worry is that 
Islamic funds are leaving 
the (Middle East) 
region" said Wael Al 
Mazeedi of the Washing- 
ton-based Mena Capital 
Resources. He estimated 
that $650 billion of Mid- 
dle East capital was 
channelled outside the 
region, home to a quarter 
ol the world’s Islamic 
financial institutions. 

Islamic banks are also 
facing increasing compe- 
tition from non-Islamic 
institutions which have 
their own Islamic bank- 
ing units, like U.S. 
Citibank and others like 
Flemings. 

Flemings investment 
management has intro- 
duced an equity fund that 
conforms to Islamic law, 
also excluding equity of 
firms involved in gam- 
bling and alcohol. 

“Tnc majority of pio- 
neering work will come 
from the Islamic win- 
dows in Western invest- 
ment banks rather than 
Islamic banks. That is 
already happening," Mr. 
AJ Mazeedi said. 

Saudi Prince Moham- 
mad Al Faisal, chairman 
of Dar Al Maal Al Isla- 
nd, said better public 
understanding of Islamic 
finance was needed to 
help the industry grow. 

"Legal hindrances also 
need to be addressed. 
Certain minor modifica- 
tion of laws to .perrnit 
Islamic banks to operate 
in a legal framework,” 
was necessary. Prince 
Mohammad added. 

Accounting and audit- 
ing Organisation For 
Islamic Financial Institu- 
tions Secretary-General 
Rifaat Abdul Karim said 
the industry needed to.be 
more transparent His 
organisation was work- 
ing on setting criteria for 
better financial disclo- 
sure. 

United Arab Emirates 
central bank governor 
Sultan Bin Nasser Al 
Suweidi said Islamic 
financial institutions, 
which were each subject 
to the interpretations of 
their own Sharia com- 
mittees. should standard- 
ise their products and 
operations. This would 
help make the regulators' 
job easier. 
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Jordanian, Algerian 
companies to cooperate 
in production of medicines 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Dar 
Al Duwa, a Jordanian 
pharmaceutical firm and 
the Algerian Sidal com- 
pany Wednesday signed 
an agreement on cooper- 
ation in the production of 
medicines in Algeria 
under licence. 

Under the lerms of the 
agreement, which was 
signed in the presence of 
Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh und Algeria's 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Hamid Shbeirah. Dar Al 
Dawa will transfer phar- 
maceutical technology 
related to the manufac- 
turing of specific drugs 
and semi-finished prod- 
ucts to the Sidal compa- 


" y m 


ie deal followed a 
visit earlier this month to 


Algeria by Dr. Bataineh 
who headed a delega- 
tion of Jordanian busi- 
nessmen and drug manu- 
facturers. During the 
visit, the two ~ sides 
agreed on cooperating in 
the pharmaceutical 
industry, registering of 
medicines produced by 
either country, treatment 
of Algerian patients in 
Jordan" and on .Algerian 
purchases of drugs from 
Jordanian pharmaceuti- 
cal companies. 

Under the 10-year 
renewable agreement , 
the Jordanian Dar Al 
Dawa will ship to Algeria 
shipments of semi-fin- 
ished products to be 
handed over to the Sidal 
company for its process- 
ing m accordance with 



Dar AJ Dawa manager Nizar Jardaneh (second from left) and Sidal's manager Ali 
Awn Wednesday sign the cooperation accord in presence of Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh (left) (Petra photo) 

the Jordanian Dar Al Algerian market. Nizar Jardaneh and Ali 

Dawa specifications and The deal was signed by Awn, the manager of 
to be later sold in the Dar Al Dawa Pvlanaser Sidal. 


Egypt 

launches 

uranium 

project 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has launched the first 
stage of a project to pro- 
duce uranium for scientif- 
ic, medical and agriculture 
use. Energy Minister 
Maher Abaza said in state- 
ments published Tuesday. 

Mr. Abaza said the 
scheme stipulated the pro- 
duction of uranium “as a 
by-product of phosphoric 
acid to meet the fuel 
requirements needed by 
specialised atomic 

research centres for their 
operations.” according to 
Al Ahram government 
daily. 

In addition, it would be 
used to produce radioac- 
tive .isotopes used particu- 
latfy'ja* the fields' of medi- 
cine, sciences, industry, 
agriculture and food 
preservation, Mr. Abaza 
said. 

Mr. Abaza estimated at 
six million pounds (about 
$2 million) the cost of the 
first stage of the project, 
which is expected to pro- 
duce one tonne of uranium 
eveiy year. 

The project is being run 
by the Egyptian Nuclear 
Materials Authority which 
hopes to expand it to meet 
the future requirements of 
peaceful nuclear indus- 
tries, Mr. Abaza said. 

The authority has mean- 
while carried out technical 
and feasibility studies that 
showed the existence of 
minerals such as uranium 
ore and zircone in the 
sands of the northeastern 
coast. 
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LOW 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRASS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 

1 252.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.8 

1.39 



306590 

248.50 

252.50 

4.00* 

1.250 

.880 

HID. EAST INV.BK. 

69.0 

0.00 



7147 

1 .05 

1.05 

- 

2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.0 

6.36 



34712 

2.16 

2.19 

.03- 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING EX. 

12.5 

2.95 



6338 

4.70 

4.68 

■ 02- 

3.040 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.1 

0.00 



1548 

2.50 

2.50 

- 

1.200 

.880 

JOS. GULP BANK 

5.8 

7.22 



27024 

.97 

.97 

- 

4.1B0 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC "•-lx 

17.9 

0.00 



5096 

3.62 

3.72 

.10- 

3.800 

3.000 

JOR.XNV. FIN. HAWK 

18.3 

0.C3 



2535 

3.25 

3 . 3a 

.13- 

3.380 

1.800 

BE XT . AL— MAL (BEXTNA) 

1.1 

B.15 



1384 

1.81 

1.84 

.03- 

5.8S0 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

23.0 

0.00 



22250 

4.45 

4. 4£ 

- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 191.90 XCHG: 

-1.36 


61415 

414613 




2.910 

1.630 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

5.4 

10.53 

3 

600 

1126 

l.BS 


.05- 

XNSDBAHCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.26 *CHG: 

-0.26 

3 

600 

1126 




1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

29 

78500 

127501 

1.57 

1.63 

.06- 

1.560 

1.210 

XRBXD ELECTRICITY 

9.4 

6.94 

3 

226 

324 

1.45 

1.44 

.01- 

2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.7 

7.87 

1 

250 

635 

2.48 

2.54 

.06- 

1.960 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

68 

30397 

36632 

1.19 

1.21 

.02- 

1.050 

[ 070 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.0 

4.14 

2 

450 

605 

.89 

.90 

.01- 

1.260 

.580 

JORDAN I NTT. TRAD. 

31.3 

0.00 

8 

1950 

1190 

.58 

.6’ 

.03- 

.800 

.650 

MACH . BQP . RENT . MAIN . 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

178 

.68 

.71 

.03- 

2.300 

1.560 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

68.1 

0.00 

5 

2100 

3300 

1.56 

1.58 

.02- 

1.270 

.960 

ZARXA EDUCATION 


0.00 

4 

1150 

1233 

1.05 

1.07 

.02- 

2.430 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.3 

5.68 

2 

450 

792 

1.75 

1.76 

.01- 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

4 

994 

893 

.89 

.90 

.01- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.05 ZCHG: 

-1.05 

130 

116791 

173526 




3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.0 

3.01 

6 

1244 

4120 

3.30 

3.32 

.02- 

5.960 

4.780' 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.6 

3.45 

18 

9650 

55970 

5.75 

5.80 

-OS- 

10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFXNARY 

9.5 

8.51 

16 

1267 

11788 

9.22 

9.40 

.18- 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

56.8 

0.00 

9 

2100 

2613 

1.23 

1.28 

.05+ 

8.150 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

9.0 

3.56 

2 

672 

4712 

7.00 

7.02 

.02- 

4.870 

3.040 

ARAB PHARK. MANF. 

18.0 

6.10 

64 

24120 

77418 

3.12 

3. 28 

.16+ 

2.400 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

8.8 

7.59 

7 

1150 

1830 

1.60 

1.5B 

.02- 

12.650 

8.450 

ARAB CHEM. DTRZGN. 

23.2 

3.53 

1 

250 

2125 

8.45 

8.50 

.05- 

2.250 

1.380 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

P 

0.00 

5 

1850 

2653 

1.42 

1.43 

.01+ 

8.000 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.XHV. 

12.7 

4.31 

11 

5000 

22969 

4.48 

4.64 

.16+ 

S.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUK.ZND. 

8.3 

8.96 

6 

3000 

9938 

3.25 

3.35 

.10+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 


0.00 

83 

103000 

63680 

.60 

.62 

.02+ 

1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.8 

9.01 

9 

2400 

2762 

1.15 

1.15 


1.090 

.540 

NATIONAL I RQS. 

8.9 

10.00 

49 

52341 

31019 

.57 

.CO 

.03+ 

1.840 

.930 

1NTERMED.PE1RO.CHbM. 

g 

0.00 

48 

22300 

23611 

1.01 

1.06. 

.05+ 

1.150 

.780 

JOS. ROCKWOOL XNDS. 

P 

0.00 

4 

2200 

1743 

.79 

.79 

— 

4.250 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.MFAC 

13.8 

0.00 

15 

3250 

7378 

2.16 

2.27 

.11+ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 200.60 *CHG: 

♦0.28 

617 

382518 

505432 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 195.85 *CHC: 

-2.11 

838 

561324 

1094697 
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.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

22.9 

0.00 

10 

6300 

3S10 

.55 

.*>7 

.02+ 


.800 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.7 

0.00 

26 

19150 

10416 

.52 

.55 

.03- 

N 

.950 

.440 

NATL . OOMMER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

36 

58000 

31414 

.52 

.55 

.03- 


.930 

.700 

UNION INV. SO* 

68.9 

0.00 

40 

129500 

28490 

.71 

.72 

.01+ 


1.110 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

12 

20750 

8715 

.40 

.42 

.02+ 

R 

.950 

.690 

AL-DAWLXYAH 75* 

16.3 

0.00 

3 

3000 

1410 

.70 

.72 

.02- 

4N 

1.050 

1.000 

UNITED FOR FINAN.ZHV 

9 

0.00 

2 

4000 

3900 

1.00 

.95 

.05- 


.640 

.340 

JOR- INDS. MATCH- JEMOO 

9 

0.00 

6 

10200 

3774 

.35 

.37 

.02- 


.860 

.510 

ARAB FOOD C MED. 

E 

0.00 

11 

5450 

3442 

.62 

.64 

.02- 


1.760 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

Z 

0.00 

9 

2250 

3136 

1.35 

1.41 

.06+ 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

29 

24250 

14134 

.57 

.58 

.01- 

» • 

1.100 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAKXCO 

E 

0.00 

42 

55500 

24975 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 


.810 

.430 

NAYZAK DIES G MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

3 

750 

365 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


1.080 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

2 

1250 

938 

.73 

.75 

.02+ 


1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

8 

3850 

3216 

1.07 

1.07 

— 


.840 

.570 

RA2Z PHARM- 65* 

E 

0.00 

11 

6850 

1647 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 


.830 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

28 

39500 

16985 

.41 

.43 

.02+ 


1.430 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

5 

3728 

2953 

.78 

.60 

.02+ 


.880 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0 . 00 

8 

27213 

17738 

.63 

,68 

.03- 

N 

.950 

.BOO 

ARAB XHT- FOOD FACT. 

56.2 

a. oo 

1 

5000 

4000 

.82 

<-7-60 

.02- 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.3 

0.00 

41 

51550 

35942 

.68. 

/.71 

.03- 


GRAND TOTAL 


476041 


IMw 13 month* high 

Mew 12 mooch* low 

Listed during che put 13 months 

P/S ratio Le 100 or more 

Negative P/S 

Earning le aero or M/A for the moat recent year 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made 
A truly unique shop. 


in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle.. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisanl. .second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Flab la 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


FOR YOUR 


STUMOHAIG 

Professional Quality] m 
t Hour Service 

Develop your> colour film at 
our shop and get;- 


JUMBO photi 
30% 


20 x 30 em 


Shmetaani Opp. Griodlayz 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


•CLEANING SERVICES 
H0ME.0FFICES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT; 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS. (FURNiSHEDi 
UNFURNISHED 




TEL 829882-829883 




REAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Villas 


Deluxe Villas 
& 

Appanmenis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


*** 





oivmpiA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 19S5 


(e 


SPECIAL PRICES ] 
OR LONGTERM - STAYj 


-AB DO L IN- 
TEL 810150. FAX 827113 



tA 

(■i'l * 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


A! 


TEL -.699369 
FAX : 704414 


Kappij Tferijs 

‘Patfoaerfe 

Soufcc 4 Safad* 




OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- lAuM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthalna 
behind Ban Rock 
Hotel 


& 

CROAT1 MOTEL 


■ INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL/ 

■ SRUNR . JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS & SQUASH, 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RBDIQ&TD STATION RD. : 






Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Res. 812997- 8141 If 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 
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Sports 


Williams may be indicted 
for Senna’s death 


ROME (R) — An Italian prosecutor has 
obtained leave to indict Formula One team 
manager Frank Williams and five other peo- 
ple for alleged manslaughter over the death 
in 1994 ofAyrton Senna, the Italian news 
agency ANSA reported Tuesday. 

Its despatch from the central city of 
Bologna, which could not be confirmed, 
said Williams technical manager Patrick 
Head and Belgian race director Roland 
Bruinseraede also faced trial over Senna's 
death at the San Marino Grand Prix at 
Imolu. 

The other?; were Imola nice track directors 
Federico Bcndinelli and Giorgio Poggi and 
an unnamed Williams mechanic whom 
investigators allege carried out modifica- 
tions to the steering column of Senna’s car. 
the agency reports. 

Brazilian Senna, three times world cham- 
pion. suffered fatal head injuries when his 
Williams car smashed inro a wall on 
Imola's Tamburello Curve during the race 
on May 1. 1994. 

An expert report for Bologna investiga- 
tors concluded the car’s steering column 
had been modified and snapped as the car 
took the curv e as a result of a poor weld. 

The Williams team has argued that the 
steering column was intact until the 
moment of impact. 

ANSA's unsourced report said public 


prosecutor Maurizio Passarini had obtained 
leave from an examining judge. Diego Di 
Marco, to proceed with an indictment. 

"PassarinL.Will draw up the indictment 
in the next few days. Then a date has to be 
fixed for the trial, which will take place 
before the local judge in Imola ” the report 
said. 

A manslaughter charge carries a maxi- 
mum prison sentence of seven years in the 
event of conviction. 

Di Marco and Williams's Italian lawyer 
were unavailable for comment Passarini’s 
office, contacted by telephone, would nei- 
ther confirm nor deny die report. 

“Mr Passarini has nothing to say on the 
matter,” an official at the prosecutor's office 
said. “We have a duty not to comment.” 

ANSA said Di Marco had accepted rec- 
ommendations by Passarini to drop pro- 
ceedings against several other people inves- 
tigated in his enquiry, a move that legally 
opened the way for the prosecutor to pro- 
ceed with his indictment. 

Senna died a day after Austrian Roland 
Ratzenberger. who drove for the Simtek 
team, was killed on the same Imola track in 
a 300 kph smash during final practice. 

ANSA said Di Marco had accepted a rec- 
ommendation from Passarini to drop pro- 
ceedings against five people investigated in 
connection with Ratzenbercer's death. 


Sydney moves ahead with 
Olympic preparations 


SYDNEY tAFPl — 
Sydney’s preparations to 
host the 2000 Olympics are 
moving up a gear, 
Olympics minister 

Michael Knight said 
Wednesday, following sug- 
gestions that the works are 
behind schedule. 

"Now is the time for us to 
apply more of our energy, 
more of our effort, at get- 
ting the organisational 
plans for the conduct of the 
Games, the putting on of 
the event ” Knight told par- 
liament. 

The minister, who is also 
president of the Sydney 
Organising Committee for 
the Olympic Games 

«SOCOG) was responding 
to suggestions in the 
Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper that prepara- 
tions were well behind 

schedule. 

Knight told parliament 
that while the new south 
Wales state government 
and the international 

Olympic Committee (IOC ) 
were more than pleased 
with progress on the 

Sydney Gaines, it was now 
time to pick up the pace. 

The Sydney Morning 
Herald said Knight had 
been given the go-ahead to 


Athens uses Internet to 
boost 2004 Games bid 


ATHENS (AP) — Athens 
has moved its effort to host 
the 2004 Olympic Games to 
the Internet's World Wide 
Web. 

“We wanted to provide 
people with direct informa- 
tion on our bid as well as 
information on how other 
cities are doing.” Manolis 
Mavromads, press director 
for the organizing commit- 
tee, said on Tuesday.. . - 

The web site provides a 
summary of the bid file for 
the 2004 games, plus briefs 
on the history of the 
Olympic games — from 
their roots in ancient 
Greece to their revival here 
100 years ago — the city of 


Athens, its hotels, informa- 
tion on facilities and infra- 
structure works in progress. 

Mavromatis said the site 
is one of five already put onl 
the web by contending 
cities. Others include 
Buenos Aires, Istanbul, 
Lille. Seville. and 
Stockholm. 

A total of 11 cities are 
bidding for the 2004 games. 
The others are Cape Town. 
Rio De Janeiro. San Juan, 
and St. Petersburg. 

They will be pared down 
to four or five in March and 
die final decision will be] 
announced in Los Angeles 
on Sept. 5. 


recruit about 10 senior 
executives for socog posi- 
tions that have remained 
vacant more than three 
years since Sydney won 
the bid. 

Knight said outstanding 
senior positions would be 
filled by the end of March 
next year, but declined to 
give further details. 

After a string of resigna- 


tions and board reshuffles, 
the newspaper also raised 
questions about the future 
SOCOG chief executive 
Mai Hemmerling. who it 
said would not be involved 
in the selection of the exec- 
utives. 

However. Knight said 
Hemmerling had the 
board’s full backine. 


YOUR INVITATION TO AN ADVISING SESSION 
FOR COURSES & FACILITIES 
AT HURON UNIVERSITY USA, LONDON 


Our representative. Mr Sohail Hussain, 
Co-ordinator of International Enrolment will be at 

Forte Grand, 

Queen Nuor Street. P0 Box 950629, Amman, Jordan 

from 28 November - 01 December. 

Tel: 962 669 6511 Fax: 962 667 4261 


BS Badness AdmbiMraUofl with 
eomaOnUoas in IntemUoul Bnfous. 
Hanagemnnl, Economics A Finance. 
Martating mt CIS 


BS Compstar Mormatfon Systems 


BA btamaltanal RetsHwa. Stadia Art, Art Ktstery, 
HomjnftfK 

MBA Muter of Bvsiims AdnriaMrefltm 
DMS, CMS , G1M Diploma and CmMcatt in 

Management or Mutating 


The Huron Difference 


m Candidate lor UK and 

European degree validation 

m American -style program 
with an international 
approach 

m Modular structure - 
continuous assessment 

m Credit tor prior teaming 
Multiple entry points 
Flexible entry requirements 
including GCSE or 
equivalent 


Huron 



Ham OBhrmretty ONca ef i 
51 Mock Can - EoiMflea bad 
itmzrs 


TM 


•*44171 581 4X99 
•*4071 584 9SM 
Fu -44171 589 Ml 
E-null AiftaKfonsOtaronjc.«k 

was sita nnra.bimuE.tk 


Bevilacqua to carry on 
despite IAAF action 


ROME iR) — Italian high 
jumper Antonella 

Bevilacqua said on Tuesday 
she would carry on despite 
a decision by ■ the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
to uphold a ban for doping. 

“I want to continue 
because athletics is a beau- 
tiful sport and I enjoy being 
a part of it.” she said. 

Bevilacqua tested positive 
twice in may for the stimu- 
lant Ephedrine but an 
Italian federation fFIDAL) 
panel ruled she had taken 
the drug by accident and 
did not impose the ’statutory 
three- month ban which 
would have prevented her 
taking part in the Atlanta 
Olympic where she finished 
fourth. 

IAAF spokesman Giorgio 
Reineri said on Tuesday the 
panel had decided the 
F1DAL decision was wrong 
and Bevilacqua should have 
been suspended for three 
months from May 26. 

“FI DAL misdirected itself 
by applying in this case the 
IOC (International Olympic 
Committee) medical code 
instead of the LAAF rules 
and procedural guidelines 
for doping control” Reineri 
said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“Miss Bevilacqua had 
under the IAAF rules the 
liability for the doping 
offence which has been 
shown to have taken place." 

Bevilacqua said she was 
surprised because she had 
expected to be cleared and 
hinted that she would take 
legal action, saying that sbe 
intended to keep her silence 
on the case to “allow the 
lawyers to speak” in her 


place. 

The ban covered the peri- 
od from May 26 to August 
25 and Bevilacqua is free to 
compete again now. 

“In-Athens 1 will go above 
two metres,” she said, refer- 
ring to the next world 
championships in Greece. 

FIDAL said in a statement 
it was surprised and "deeply 
disappointed" by the IAAF 
decision. ’TIDAL under- 
lines with great surprise the 
fact that the commission 
appears not to have taken 
into account the official 
documentation which 
showed an obligation, on 
the part of all involved, to 
respect Article 5 of the IOC 
medical code.” the state- 
ment said. 

The Italian federation said 
that, aside from matters of 
principle and law, the “fun- 
damental aspect of this case 
is the defence of the athlete, 
of her rights and perfor- 
mances.” 

It said that fidal reserved 
the right to take whatever 
measures necessary to look 
after the athlete and her rep- 
utation while awaiting fur- 
ther developments. 

An Italian athletics source 
said earlier that the IAAF 
wanted to scrub 
Bevilacqua ’s result from the 
1996 Olympics and added 
that FIDAL was likely to 
appeal to the IOC to prevent 
that from happening. 

Although Bevilacqua 
missed a medal in Atlanta, 
the fourth place was her 
best ever result in a major 
competition and Italian offi- 
cials have suggested that 
being stripped of the recog- 
nition could harm the ath- 
lete psychologically. 


50 players nominated 
for Golden Ball award 


PARIS (R) — French soccer magazine France 
Football on Tuesday named 50 players from whom 
the 1996 European, footballer of the year will be cho- 
sen. 

Liberian striker George Weah of AC Milan last year 
became the first non-European to win the trophy after 
the rules were changed to extend the award to the 
best footballer playing in Europe, regardless of 
nationality'. 

Weah is among 20 players remaining from the first 
list of 50 chosen last year. 

Euro ‘96 had a strong impact, with 35 on the list 
having taken part in the European championship 
finals in England last June. 

Germany have the highest number of nominees (8). 
followed by France (7). Italy have dropped from 
eight last year to five this year, although 1 8 of the 50 
play in Italy. The Czech Republic, beaten by 
Germany in the European championship final, pro- 
vide four players on the list compared with none last 
year. 

Among the big names to disappear are Weah’s pre- 
decessors Roberto Baggio of Italy and Hristo 
Stoichkov of Bulgaria. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANTJAH HlflSCH 
e>wi I'wimwu >nrtin >k 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 


*A* ~A K Q J 7 JAJ85 *A ID 


The foddinchac prowdrd: 
SOUTH WE ST .NORTH EAST 
2 T Pam SNT Pam 
30 Pam 37 Pan 


1* Pm* JO 

1NT Pm T 

What do you bid aovr? 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold- 


Pam 


»K Qj 3 0K9B 0108 BAS *0 


What do you bid now? 


Q.2 - Both vulnerable, os South 
you hold 


The bidding liars proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1A Put |C 

1ST POjm ? 

What do you hnl now7 


WEST 

Pus 


*AKJ76S rJ32 CKfl *84 


Q.5 ■ 
hold: 


As South, vulnerable, you 


; has 


The bidding 

north east' south 

17 Pus 1 * 

37 Paw 3* 

41 - Pm ? 

Whnt do you bid now -1 


WEST 

Pm 

Pan 


*B6 <rqtOB3 4AK1090 


Q. 3 ■ Neither vulnerable, an 
South ynu hold: 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH 

1® I* HA 

20 Pus ? 

What action do you take? 


WEST 

PM 


4 K 93 73 0 XJ 9843 *AQ 8 


Q. 6 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 


The bidding has proccrdcd: 
KORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 


*03 770 01083 4AKB874 

Fortner opens the bidding with one 
no (rump. What action do you toko’’ 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, November 28-29, 1996 




,Tan.' 




fa 


/ -n.v» 7: l~ : ' 


" ■ A man 

S"? 1 

JVf [V "Vos-. 

Mi u -t clip 1 1 
. ulturc a 
iu*k t .ver ^ 

- [I 

n0l >eckim? fa* 

V' ltaon ° 

<{Rc-.ora*. but * 
W ,J * r ^ui joura 


all t 
wor 






fit ihtf ll S h 


nis 


w r 


IK'- . , i |7i c ' lli 
m B; 
ha< lak 


at 


10 r* 

-iuni. - ,nJ .... ,, 
t0 

nfi"- 

f | -JtilllCU !rt 

*" IPi’ o’ s> 


a >pO 


Charlotte Hornets center Vlade Divac (R) blocks the shot of Seattle Supersonics for- 
ward Shawn Kemp during first half NBA action in the Charlotte Coliseum (Reuters 
photo) 


ll’.rOw 

td: 

jroir' .all'-"'* 



Olajuwon comes back with 27 
points against Portland 

Spurs, Suns lose again 
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HOUSTON (R) — 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
27 points after missing 
three games with an irreg- 
ular heartbeat, and Clyde 
"Drexler's three-point play 
with 39 seconds left in 
overtime broke a tie to 
lead the Houston Rockets 
to a 1 02- 101 victory over 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
Tuesday. 

Houston has won seven 
straight games and 
improved to 7-1 at home. 
The Rockets are 13-1 and 
are tied with the Chicago 
Bulls for the NBAs best 
record. 


15 and Eldridge Recasner 
10 for Atlanta, which 
outscored Vancouver 37- 
19 in the first quarter and 
never looked back. 


Denver Nuggets, who 
knocked off the winless 
Phoenix Suns, 1 17-108. 

Thompson, a second- 
_year guard, signed last 
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Abdur-Rahtm — week after- being -released 


Shareef 

scored 19 points, ineiud- the Utah Jazz, nailed 
ing 9-of-9 from the foul three-pointers. Tom 

Hammonds added 19 


Olajuwon made 9-of-21 
shots from the field and 
played 41 minutes. He 
helped Houston outscored 
the Blazers. 46-28, in the 
paint. 

“Everything is line, I 
was not fatigued, just a lit- 
tle sluggish" to start." said. 
Olajuwon. 

In Toronto. Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf and Corliss 
Williamson combined for 
21 points in the first quar- 
ter as the Sacramento 
Kings opened an 1 1 -point 
lead and held on for a 98- 
87 victory over the 
Toronto Raptors, who lost 
their sixth straight game. 

Abdul-Rauf scored 1 1 
of his 18 points and 
Williamson added 10 of 
his 12 in the opening peri- 
od. when Sacramento 
opened a 3 1 -20 lead. 

Raptors' starting rookie 
Marcus Camhy collapsed 
in pre-game warmups and 
was taken to a hospital 
with, but he is expected to 
make a full recovery. 

“I had back spasms and 
I'll be out at least a week.” 
Ciimbv said. 

In Atlanta. Christian 
Laetiner scored 1 8 points 
to lead five players in dou- 
ble figures and Dikcmbe 
Mutombo had 14 as the 
Atlanta Hawks coasted to 
a 101-80 victory over the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Tyrone Corbin scored 1 7 
points. Mookie Blaylock- 


line for Vancouver. 

In Charlotte, Anthony 
Mason had his first career 
triple-double, and 

Muggsy Bogues scored 
six of his 10 points in a 
third-quarter run as the 
Charlotte Hornets 

snapped the 1 1 -game win- 
ning streak of the Seattle 
Supersonics. 97-89. 

Mason finished with 14 
points, 10 rebounds and 
10 assists for Charlotte. 
Vlade Divac had 13 points 
and 13 rebounds for the 
Hornets. 

In Dallas. Chris Gatling 
scored 10 of his 26 points 
in the fourth quarter as the 
Dallas Mavericks dealt 
the San Antonio Spurs 
their sixth straight loss. 
105-101. 

George McCloud scored 
22 points and jim jackson 
had 21 for the Mavericks, 
who led by as many as 
nine points in the final 
period and snapped a two- 
game losing streak. 

Dominique Wilkins 
scored 32 points for the 
Spurs. 

In Denver. Dick Multa 
won his first game back as 
a coach, as Dale Ellis 
scored 28 points, and 
Brooks Thompson added 
a eurcer-hich 20 for the 


points for Denver. 

In Philadelphia, 

Shaquille O’Neal had 23 
points and 20 rebounds 
and led a decisive fourth- 
quarter surge as the Los 
Angeles Lakers turned in 
a 100-88 victory over the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Eddie Jones added 23 
points for the Lakers, who 
overcame a 10-point half- 
time deficit and improved 
to 5-3 on the road. 

“I thought we played an* 
outstanding second half” 
Lakers coach Del Harris 
said. “I was worried at 
halftime. Philadelphia 
took a lot of momentum 
into their locker room." 

At Golden State. Dan 
Majerle scored 23 points 
and Keith Askins keyed a 
decisive second-quarter 
run as the Miami Heat 
won their fifth straight 
game. defeating the 
Golden State Warriors 
107-88. 

Alonzo Mourning 
scored 22 points and Tim 
Hardaway added 17 for 
Miami. 


PH0T0GRAPF 

FO! 


Minolta ^X‘0 1 motor 
'ikon (Sigma lens 5' 
Gussen light metsr-O 
Ualfibliiz 2i)0 (STUl 


furnished Tv 

Fo 


4th Circle, 
Rerr 
Tel.: 642? 


iHijjawi 

'Available 


Joe Smith scored 24 
points. Chris Mullin 17 
and Mark Price had 12 for 


Golden Stale. 



RESULTS 


Sacramento 

98 

Toronto 

87 

Atlanta 

101 

Vancouver 

80 

Charlotte 

97 

Seattle 

89 

LA Lakers 

JfXJ 

Philadelphia 

8S 

Houston 

102 

Portland 

101 (OT) 

Dallas 

105 

San Antonio 

101 

Denver 

117 

Phoenix 

108 

Miami 

107 

Golden State 

88 


C? 0 y "'^/ry in 
Su bmit bid, 

'^No. L2l/96 : 


Itorari, '/wo: 


" ,th f0re ‘Qn 

S can®"?' 6 ' 9 bi 
Nl, u" tl 

*treet Versit y t 

th C/rc/ es. 

Sr s 


T 

■9 


CINEMA • TEL: 634144 CINEMA 

■K . PHILADELPHIA A 


& 


& 

,?'■ 




PHILADELPHIA 1 

TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, B;30, 10:30 


PAMELA ANDERSON. ..in 

BARB WIRE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL: 699238 


PLflZfl 


I 


CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 V” 


CONCORD 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn 


THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15,8:30,10:30 




CONCORD “I" 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 


UN DOLBY STEREO) 
s h°ws^12^M, 3:30, 6^00, 8:15,10:45 
CONCORD “ 

IDhoopie Goldberg ... in 

BOYS ON THE SIDE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00.8:30, 10:30 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

. TEL: 618274 - 618275 


I 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group In the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians; 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabi I & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 




presents 

the satirical comedy 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday. Saturday & Sunday 

or reservation please call 
6251 55 - 6401 55 
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Flemish cyclist arrives in Jordan 
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as part of world tour 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special To The Jordan Times' 

AMMAN — A man. a 
vision, and a bicycle — 
how many great tales 
began this. way? 

Michel De Vos. a 
Flemish cyclist who has 
embarked on a world 
tour to seek culture and 
cycle some 100,000 
kilometres over a four- 
year period is now 
cycling through Jordan. 

De Vos told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday that 
he was not seeking fame 
nor the attention of the 
Guinness Book of 
World Records, but was 
on a personal journey 
for education of all the 
cultures of the world, 
and hopes to help devel- 
oping countries inadver- 
tently through his writ- 
ings. 

The idea came to him 
10 years ago in Bel- 
gium. and it has taken 
almost a decade to ani- 
mate his vision. 

“I did not seek a spon- 
sor. I wanted the free- 
dom to travel as I 
pleased.” he said. 

After gathering 
enough money and a 
custom made bicycle 
built especially for* his 
measurements, his first 
attempt almost put an 
end to his dream when 
he hit the road during 
July of 1995 and was 
nearly stoned to death 
while cycling through 
Iran. 

“Everything was pro- 
gressing nicely, and l 
found the Iranians to be 
extremely friendly. But 
while l was cycling in 
the south of Iran men 
jumped out of a truck, 
beat me. threw stones at 
my face, and stole my 
bags, “ he said, adding 



Michel De Vos on his world -touring bike 


that he would return to 
Iran to show thai he 
held no grudge because 
of “a l ew cruel thieves." 

After hospitalisation 
and a search lor his 
bicycle by the Iranian 
authorities. De Vos 

finally began his jour- 
ney again in 1996 on 
June 3rd and mounted 
his bug-laden bike to 
travel through the 

Baltics, the Ukraine. 
Eastern Europe. Greece, 
and has now made his 
way down to the Middle 
East. 

While in Syria, he 
experienced his first 

problem obtaining a 
visa from the Saudi Ara- 
bian embassy, which 
delayed his journey at 
least nine duvs. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT 

FOR SALE 

Minolta 9000 (motor drive / flash / lens 28-135) 
Nikon (Sigma lens 50 & 135) - Slide Projector 
Gossen light meter-CANON movie camera 8 mm 
Multiblitz 200 (STUDIO LIGHT) TEL : 663220 


Furnished Two-Bedroom Flat 
For Rent 

4th Circle, Jabal Amman 
Rent: JD 500 

Tel.: 642855 evenings 


Hijjdv/i Bookshop 

Available a 'beautiful collection of : 
r i _ 


£« , Gifts &Toys. 

AMnear- JETT Bus Co.- Tel . 663017 


INVITATION TO 
l^JL TWO TENDERS 

Mu’tah University invites specialized compa- 
nies to submit bids for the following two 
tenders : 

- Tender No. L21f96: Supplying the University 
Library with foreign books and publications. 

- Tender No. L42/96: Supplying the University 
Library with foreign periodicals. 

Interested eligible bidders inside and outside 
Jordan can obtain the bidding documents at 
Mu'tah University Liaison Office on Samir 
Rifai street - Jabal Amman, between the 3rd 
and the 4th Circles. Telephone 645295. 
Bidders are requested to submit the following. 

- A bid bond of JD 3000 for every tender. 

The price of each copy of the two tenders is 

J.D 25 (unrefundable). . 

- An original copy of the offer with two 
certified copies signed by the bidder. 

- AH copies should be enclosed tn an 
envelop where it is written the name oftne 
bidder and the number of the tender. This 
envelop should be placed in the Centra 
Tender Committee box at the University in 

. AL - Karak. 

Closing date for the delivery of offers is 
Monday, four o'clock , December 23, luao. 

All offers that do not fulfil the conditions and 
requirements of the tender will not be con- 
sidered. 


“Most countries have 
been very welcoming, 
and have issued me a 
visa while 1 waited from 
15 minutes to two days 
at the maximum, but 
Saudi Arabia seemed to 
make it mure difficult 
lor foreigners who are 
not there for business, 
and they wailed 10 days 
lo deny me a visa." he 
said. 

This may interfere 
with his hopes of com- 
pleting rhe tour by rhe 
year 2UOU. as he now 
has to travel completely 
around the Red Sea. but 
he was still optimistic. 

De Vos cycled across 
the Jordan border last 
Sunday, and described 
the Jordanian terrain as 
“very hilly and windy." 


"When 1 travel I like 
to experience all aspects 
of the culture, and I stay 
with a range of people 
from farmers to diplo- 
mats, who have all been 
very kind," he said. 

Dc Vos plans on trav- 
elling to Egypt today, 
and then on to Yemen, 
Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates. Qatar, 

Kuwait, Iran, and Pak- 
istan on his way to the 
Far East. 

"I always knew' that I 
w’unted to travel the five 
continents to learn 
about the different cul- 
tures and religions, and 
I never ler any tiling dis- 
tract me, not even mar- 
riage," he said. 

Preparation for the 
journey included the 
study of languages, of 
which De Vos is fluent 
in Flemish, English. 
French, Spanish, and 
German. 

He also taught sports 
for eight years, as well 
as worked with the Bel- 
gian Olympic Commit- 
tee, the Belgian Sailing 
Federation, and the 
Flemish Sports Admin- 
istration. 

According to De Vos, 
when he completes his 
journey he will write a 
book, and will donate 
the proceeds to whatev- 
er country he finds to be 
the most needy. 

Following this inter- 
view. De Vos then 
hopped his lanky form 
on his bicycle, and was 
off in a rush to accept a 
dinner invitation from a 
Jordanian family. 



JORDAN TIMES TEL:699634, 684311 


INVITATION TO AN 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER 


1. Mu’tah University invite specialized and experienced 
international companies to submit their bids to the 
tender for the integrated project "A Modern 
Computer Center at Mu ‘ tah University" involving 
the supply, erection, start-up, technical assistance, 
maintenance and training to handel the equipment. 

2. Bidders should submit a financial offer to the best 
terms and conditions available in their countries. 
This financial offer should be a loan for fully 
financing the integrated project and available at 
present to the Government of Jordan including the 
detailed financing conditions, such as: 

- Low interest rate - grace period 

- semi, annual reimbursement. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and collect the Bidding Documents at 
the Liaison Office of Mu’tah University located on 
Samir Rifai St. -Jabal Amman between 9:00 ajn to 
1:00 p.m Saturday through Thursday beginning 
November 26, 1996 to December 14, 1996. 

4. Bidders may offer more updated versions of the 
specific components and equipment called for. 

5. Prices are to be quoted on the basis CIF Mu'tah 
University excluding custom duties and other 
official taxes And charges, but including 12 month 
on site warranty and installation. 

6. Specifications should be according to specifications 
stated in the project document which will be handed 
to the bidders. 

7. The offer will be evaluated technically and financially 
according to our specification and requirement. 
Contract will be awarded to the best evaluated 
bidders who would prove capable to carry out the 
requirements of the contract to be signed. 

S. A complete set of the Bidding Document may be 
obtained from above reference office upon submis- 
sion of a written application and a payment of a 
non-ref undable fee. All payments will be made by a 
bank draft or certified bank check in the currency 
of the purchaser's choice or in cash made out in 
favour of Mu’tah University. The price of 
purchasing the documents would be the equivalent 
in Jordanian Dinars or US$ currency of the 
following amounts: 

* For delivery to personal callers 5 400.000 per bid 
document. 

* For delivery by local mail to local Bidders by 
courier Service S 450.000 per bid document. 

* For delivery to Overseas Bidders by courier 
Service S 550.000 for bid document. 

Closing date for the bid submission will be noon at 11 

o'clock, on Jan 14 1997. Bids shall have a validity of 

90 days. 

Mu’tah University 


Kolyvanov 
sets seal on 
Bologna 
victory 

BOLOGNA tR) — Russ- 
ian striker Igor Kolyvanov 
gave Bologna a 2-1 victory 
with a second half penalty 
on Tuesday as the home 
team saw off Seeond Divi- 
sion Cremonese 5-2 on 
aggregate to reach the Ital- 
ian Cup semifinals. 

The outcome of the 
match had always looked a 
foregone conclusion and 
only 3,500 spectators, 
including Italy coach Arri- 
go Saeehi, turned up on a 
bitterly cold night at 
Bologna's Renato Dull'ara 
Stadium. 

The sense of inevitability 
was reinforced almost 
immediately, when Giorgio 
Bresciani slotted home 
Bologna's first goal in the 
seeond minute. 

Bresciani pounced on the 
rebound after goalkeeper 
Domenico Doardo parried 
a shot from Russian Igor 
Shalimov. 

Cremonese equalised 
with a 26th minute penalty 
following a foul on the 
edge of the area on mid- 
fielder Riecardo Maspero. 
who easily converted the 
spot kick. 

Kolyvanov then made it 
2- 1 on the night with a 76th 
minute penalty after Swe- 
den's Kennet Andersson 
was brought down by a 
tackle from behind as he 
headed for goal. 

Bologna, who play newly 
crowned World Club 
champions Juvennis away 
in the league on Sunday, 
now play either Milan or 
the current league leaders 
Vicenza in the semifinal, 
played over two legs on 
January 29 and February 
26. 


Labour peace in baseball 
as owners ratify deal 


CHICAGO (AP) — Baseball owners ended 
a bitter four-year fight with their players 
Tuesday, ratifying a new collective bar- 
gaining agreement that ensures play will 
continue without interruption. 

The owners approved a deal that ushers in 
a new era in the game, allowing for play 
between the American and ' National 
Leagues and revenue sharing to help Finan- 
cially struggling teams. 

Many teams wanted a stronger restraint 
on salaries, with some advocating a salary 
cap. But many teams had tired of the fight 
and realised that it would take another cost- 
ly work stoppage to gain additional conces- 
sions. 

"Baseball fans can finally look forward to 
five years of uninterrupted play.” acting 
commissioner Bud Selig said. “We can now 
work together to bring peace to the game. 
This very 1 difficult and painful process is 
now behind us." 

Final approval from players could come 
next week, when the union's executive 
board meets at Dorado Beach. Puerto Rico. 

The same proposal was voted down three 
weeks ago. But Philadelphia Phillies owner 
Bill Giles said that since then the clubs 
developed"the realisation rhat we couldn't 
change the deal." 

Union head Donald Fehr and manage- 
ment negotiator Randy Levine musL now 
draft a formal agreement to cover the out- 
line they agreed to Oct. 24. Owners gave 
their 10-man executive council authority to 
approve the final draft without convening 
another owners’ meeting. 

When they voted in early November, 
ow ners demanded that the union make two 
major changes: eliminating the players' 
option to extend the agreement through the 
2001 season and eliminating the provision 
restricting a luxury tax to a maximum of 


five teams per season. 

Fehr rejected making any major changes, 
leaving the owners essentially with a tukc- 
it-or-leave-it decision. 

Under the proposal, up to five teams 
would pay a 35 percent tax on the amount 
of their payrolls over 5 51 milliun next sea- 
son and S 55 million in 199S. In 1999, they 
would pay a 34 percent tax on the amount 
over S 58.9 million, and in 2000 the i:l\ 
would disappear. 

The most revolutionary aspect would be 
the stun of inter league play for the first 
lime since professional major leagues 
formed in 1871. It would begin June 12. 
when the four NL West teams would play 
the four AL West teams, with the other di' i- 
sions starting the next day. 

Owners reopened the old contract on Dec. 
7, 1992. but took until June 14. 1994 io pre- 
sent their salary cap plan. Players struck 
that Aug. 12 and the walkout lasted 232 
days, wiping out the world series for the 
first time in 90 years. 

The strike, baseball's eighth work stop- 
page since 1972. ended on March 31. 1995. 
when a U.S. District judge issued an 
injunction restoring the expired agreement, 
ruing owners illegally changed rules 
regarding free agency and salary arbitra- 
tion. 

Even President Clinton failed to resolve 
the dispute, expressing exasperation in 
February 1995, after he called boih sides 
into the White House without being able to 
forge an agreement. 

Fans responded with anger, cutting the 
average attendance from 31.612 per game 
in 1994 to 25.260 in 1995. It rebounded 0.4 
per cent last season to 26.SS9. 


Wimbledon No. 1 court dug up 

LONDON (R) — Work began Tuesday on digging up the turf of Wimbledon's Nu. I court 
in preparation for the demolition of the arena to make way for a new 1 l.500-capaeit\ sta- 
dium. 

But although the arena has reached the end of its life after 72 years, the grass will con- 
tinue to play host to top-class tennis. 

On Thursday it is due to be bundled up and taken by lorry to Eastbourne, when? it will 
be laid on Devonshire Park international tennis centre's number one court. 

A Wimbledon spokesman said: “We wanted the turf to remain in Britain and if it had 
been sold at auction, then it could have gone to a private bidder from abroad." 

Christopher Gorringe. the All England Law n Tennis Club's chief executive, added: “We 
are naturally pleased that this favourite surface will continue to make a lasting contribution 
to tennis in this country'-” 

The 100,000 pounds ($165.00(9 cost of buying and moving the turf, as well as the pur- 
chase of some seats and memorabilia from the^court. is being met by the Laxvn Tennis 
Association, an insurance company and the Eastbourne local council. 


A Commitment 
to Yottv 

Peace of Mind. 




You Want A Bank 
That Can Secure Your 
Valuables In Safe, 
Designated Deposit 
Boxes. 


A Global Bank 
Renowned For its 
Award Winning 
Services. 




best 

BANK 

199=1996 


A Bank That Offers 
You Access To Your 
Valuables In The 
Afternoon, Four Days 
A Week. 


Citibank consistently provides customer 
service excellence to clients in over 98 
countries with a unique understanding 
of global strategies and local needs. 


Main Branch Tel. 644065 
Abdoun Branch Tel. S65834 


CITIBANK 

JORDAN 



A 


f 






'/ 0 

r- 


VJ ? 

zi 




L 


12 N ews 


>' ? i* 

\'U U ‘ J „. r - 
nv.'-^ r - 


aS ks Belgi 

u^ a 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, November 28 - 29, 1996 




SCORPIONS IN BEIRUT: Members of international hard rock band the Scorpions are escorted by Lebanese 
police into Beirut's newly-opened Hard Rock Cafe for a news conference shortly after tbeir arrival in tbe 
Lebanese capital on Wednesday. The legendary five-member German band will perform live In Beirut this 
weekend in its first concert ever in the Middle East (Reuters photo) 


House elects panels 


after lengthy debate 


over composition 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special T>' The JonUui Times 


AMMAN — After exten- 
sive consultations between 
the government and the 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Wednesday, deputies 
agreed, without the custom- 
ary acrimonious debate, on 
the final make-up of the 
House's 14 various commit- 
tees. 

At the beginning of the 
session, deputies seemed 
determined not to withdraw 
from three main commit- 
tees: judiciary, finance and 
public freedoms. The num- 
ber of deputies in each com- 
mittee exceeded 20 while 
the House bylaws allow for 
1 1 members only. After the 
one-hour break. Speaker 
Su'ad Havel Srour 
announced that the different 
parliamentary- blocs came to 
an agreement on the final 
composition of these com- 
mittees. 

At the outseL deputies 
were mainly competing 
o\.ir three main commit- 
tees: the Law Committee, 
the Finance Committee, and 
the Freedoms Committee. 

Leftist Deputy' Toujan 


Faisal contended that 
deputies who are also min- 
isters should withdraw from 
those committees since they 
will have the right anyway 
to attend and participate in 
their proceedings. Centrist 
Deputy and former Minister 
Abdul Raouf Ravvabdeh 
also expressed reservation 
that ministers should be 
over-represented in the 
committee. 

After the one-hour consul- 
tations. a large number of 
ministers withdrew from 
the respective committees. 
Four out of seven withdrew 
from the Finance 
Committee, two out of five 
from the Law Committee 
and four out of six from the 
Freedoms Committee. No 
deputy from the opposition 
parties withdrew their nom- 
ination. 

The final composition of 
all committees is as follows: 

The administrative com- 
mittee: Mifleh Lawzi 

(Amman -centrist). 

Min’em Abu 
lAmman-Islamist). 

Anis I'Zarqa-Islamist). 
Ibrahim Samara (Ramtha- 
centrist). Khaled Abdul 
Nabbi (Amman-centrist). 


Abdul 

Zant 

Theib 


Suleiman Sa'ad (Jerash- 
Islamist). Taha Habahbeh 
(Tafileh-centrisU. Bader 
Riati (Aquba-Islamist). and 
Jamil Hshoush (Karak-cen- 
trist). 

The National Guidance 
Commute: Hammam 

Sa'eed (Amman-islamist). 
Abdul Rahim Ekour (Irbid- 
Islamist). Mohammad Haj 
(Zarqa-Islamist). Deifallah 
Momani (Ajloun-lslamist). 
Taha Habahbeh (Tafileh- 
centrist). Theib Abdullah 
(Amman-centrist). Ibrahim 
Samara (Ramtha-centrist). 
Hamzeh Mansour (Amman- 
islamist). and Abdul Ruouf 
Rawabdeh (Ramtha-cen- 
trist). 

The Health and 
Environment Committee: 
Mohammad Ziben 

(Amman-centrist). A ref 

Bataineh ( Irbid-ministerh 
Mohammad Abu Eleim 
(Malraq-centrist). Munir 
Sobar (Amman-minister). 
Mustafa Shneikat (Balqa- 
minister). Hani Hijazin 
( Karak-centrisn. Ahmad 
Qudah ( Ajioun-minister). 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
(Madaba-minister). Nazeeh 


( Continued on page 7) 


Ten given life terms to two 
years in Bayat A1 Imam case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special /«» the Jimlan Times 


AMMAN — The State 
Security Court on 
Wednesday sentenced 10 
people to jail terms ranging 
from life imprisonment 
with hard labour to two 
years for attempted sabo- 
tage and lese niojeste. 

The military tribunal 
cleared three men who. the 
prosecution charged, 

belonged to the same group 
known as Bayat Al Imam, 
from all charges because of 
lack of evidence. 

Seven of the 13 were 
charged by the prosecution 
with plotting to carry out 
extremist attacks and illegal 
possession and manufactur- 
ing of explosives with illicit 
intent and slander against 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

The remaining six were 
charged with distributing 
pamphlets that were slan- 
derous to the King. 

The military tribunal 
declared two men innocent 
of sabotage and possession 
of explosives and amended 
the illicit intent charges to 
possession of explosives 
against four of the five 
defendants. It also cleared 
two defendants accused of 
slandering the King. 

The four indicted and sen- 
tenced to hard labour prison 
terms were: Issam 

Mohammad Taher 


Mohammad. 35. (15 years) 
Ahmad Fudeil Khaieileh. 
2S. (15 years). Khalid 
Mustafa Arouri. 27. (10 
years), and Suleiman Taleb 
Thom rah. 27. (15 years). 

The Fifth defendant. 
Mustafa Hussein Musa 
Suleiman. 22. was convict- 
ed of possessing and manu- 
facturing explosives with 
illicit intern and was first 
sentenced to death. 

But the court decided to 
commute the death sentence 
to life imprisonment with 
hard labour “because he is 
young and deserves a better 
chance and because he 
caused no deaths." Judge 
Yousef Faouri said in the 
39-page verdict. 

Upon hearing the verdict, 
the first defendant. Issam 
Mohammad Taher 

Mohammad, also known as 
Abu Mohami.tad Al 
Maqdessi. the alleged 
leader of the group, shout- 
ed: 'if you think your ver- 
dict will frighten and dis- 
suade us from continuing 
our mission, you are mis- 
taken because this will only 
make us stronger." 

In an interview with Al 
Wusut magazine in August 
1996. Maqdessi said he 
knew the four men who 
were involved in a 
November 1995 bombing in 
Riyadh. Saudi Arabia, 
which killed Five Americans 
and two Indians. 


The four men had told 
interrogators before they 
were beheaded in March 
that they were influenced by 
the philosophies by various 
Islamic militant leaders, 
including Maqdessi. 

Following Wednesday's 
verdict. court-appointed 
attorneys defending the 
group told the Jordan Times 
that they were not appealing 
the sentences because they 
were satisFied with the rul- 


ing. 

“We were expecting a 
tougher punishment. The 
court's decision was merci- 
ful and fair, and we arc not 
appealing the verdict." one 
of the lawyers said. 

The tribunal, which apart 
from Judge Faouri includes 
Anrf Svouf and Salem 
Saoudi. said it relied on the 
defendants' own confes- 
sions to prosecutors which 
“was found similar to the 
evidence presented by the 
prosecution in court.” 

Judge Faouri said that the 
court also relied on testi- 
monies of explosive 
experts and police officers. 

In their testimonies, 
defendants claimed they 
were detained by the securi- 
ty forces for more than six 
months during which they 
were subjected to psycho- 
logical and physical torture 
before beina handed over to 


(Cuntinued on page 7) 


Shahor: 

Security 

behind 

violations 

of self-rule 

acccords 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Israeli army's coordinator in 
the occupied territories. 
Major-General Oren Shahor. 
has admined that Israel had 
violated some clauses of the 
Oslo agreement, but said 
most of the violations 
stemmed from security con- 
siderations. an Israeli news- 
paper published Wednesday. 

In a meeting with the 
Knesset foreign affairs and 
defence committee. General 
Shahor presented a list of 
Israeli violations as presented 
by tbe Palestinians, the 
Jerusalem Post said. 

The general said most of 
them were a question of “dif- 
ferent interpretation" of the 
agreement Last week the 
committee discussed the 
Palestinian violations. 

The most obvious — and 
undisputed — Israeli viola- 
tions are the failure to carry 
out the redeployment in 
Hebron scheduled for last 
March, and the first of the 
three planned further rede- 
ployments in the territories 
that had been scheduled for 
September. 

According to an official 
briefing, the list of 34 viola- 
tions. later distributed to 
reporters, was based on a 
report presented by 
Palestinian chief negotiator 
Saeb Erekat in September. 

Gen. Shahor rejected many 
of the claims on security 
grounds. including the 
Palestinian charge that they 
have not been given all the 
authority they were meant to 
have in areas in the West 
Bank and Gaza where Israel 
has overriding security 
responsibility. 

He similarly rejected a 
complaint about Israel not 
having allocated certain 
routes for the use of the 
Palestinian police, and that 
the joint patrols have not 
been expanded in other areas. 

He also dismissed a com- 
plaint that Israel had over- 
stepped its bounds at the 
Rachel's Tomb in 
Bethlehem, saying this 
stemmed from security 
needs. 

He said some of the 
Palestinian complaints were 
unsubstantiated, including a 
charge that Israel has not 
granted the Palestinians air 
space or thai Israel has 
imposed a blockade off the 
Gaza coast. Gen. Shahor said 
there was no blockade, 
allhough the area in which 
fishing boats arc allowed has 
been reduced. 

There is also a disagree- 
ment about the charges of 
Israeli violations at the as yet 
non-operational airport in 
Gaza. The Palestinians are 
demanding overall responsi- 
bility there, while Israel 
claims that it has the same 
status as other crossings, with 
ultimate Israeli responsibili- 
tv. the Post said. 


Israeli minister threatens to 
annex West Bank and Gaza 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
An Israeli minister warned 
Wednesday that his country 
could annex the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip if Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat seeks 
recognition for an indepen- 
dent state. 

“Such a step on tbe part of 
Mr. Arafat would mean an 
outright annulation of the 
Oslo (autonomy) accords." 
Communication Minister 
Limor Livnat. a member of 
the ruling Likud bloc, told 
Israeli radio. 

“In this case, l would ask 
the government to retaliate 
by taking our own unilateral 
measures affecting the 
Palestinians. I would call for 
the extension of Israeli sov- 
ereignty over fWest Bank) 
and Gaza." she said. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu also issued a 
stern warning ro Palestinian 
leaders on Friday against 
reported plans by the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) to seek 
U.N. recognition of 
Palestinian demands for 
independence. 

“A one-sided announce- 
ment by the Palestinian 
(National) Authority (PNA) 
on the establishment of a 
state is a breach of agree- 
ments and a serious mistake 
on its part," Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

But Mr. Arafat himself said 
last week that an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state would 
be declared “in two years, at 
the end of the interim peri- 
od." 

This was a reference to the 


1993 Oslo interim accords 
on autonomy under which 
Israel and the Palestinians 
are due to complete negotia- 
tions on a permanent settle- 
ment and status for the terri- 
tories by May 1999. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled 
out permitting the creation of 
a sovereign Palestinian state 
with foil military and diplo- 
matic powers. His right-wing 
government aims instead to 
propose a broad form of 
autonomy. 

The PLO symbolically 
declared an independent 
state in November 198S. The 
state has been recognised by 
more than 100 countries. 

France said Wednesday it 
was very concerned over 
comments by Mr. 

Netanyahu pledging to 

ensure Jewish towns on the 
West Bank will grow and 
prosper “forever.” 

“The encouragement this 
gives to the development of 
settlements in the Palestinian 
territories appears counter to 
the interim autonomy 
accord." signed in 

Washington in September 

1995. said the Foreign 
Ministry. 

•‘Such a policy, if it is con- 
firmed, would risk creating 
new sources of tension and 
new blocking factors," said 
spokesman Jacques 

Rummelhardt following Mr. 
Netanyahu's comments 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Netanyahu told Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank set- 
tlement or Ariel that “ariel 
must expand, it needs more 
schools, swimming pools. 


houses, couples." 

Mr. Netanyahu’s right- 
wing . government in June 
lifted a freeze on settlement 
expansion imposed by the 
previous government and 
has since approved plans for 
building thousands of homes 
in the West Bank. 

“French authorities are 
convinced that peace and 
security in the Middle East 
cannot be forged without 
respecting the accords 
already reached." Mr. 
Rummelhardt continued. 

“It wants to believe that the 
Israeli government, which 
has said it is ready to press 
ahead with the peace 
process, will stick to their 
commitments," he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is to meet 
President Jacques Chirac on 
Monday during the organisa- 
tion for security and cooper- 
ation in Europe (OSCE) 
summit in Lisbon. 

The United States has also 
criticised the Israeli pre- 
mier's comments, calling 
them "not useful and .. not 
constructive.” 

A senior U.S. official com- 
mented on the visit Mr. 
Netanyahu made to ArieL the 
settlements “a very compli- 
cating factor" in the peace 
process. 

The visit, he added ws "not 
useful. 

“It’s not constructive." the 
senior U.S. official said 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said the U.N. 
General Assembly will soon 
discuss a resolution concern- 
ing Israel's settlement policy 
in the Palestinian territories. 


Arafat and Jewish settlers discuss 
coexistence in Bethlehem meeting 


OCCUPIE JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A group of Jewish 
settlers met with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in the 
autonomous city of 
Bethlehem to discuss coex- 
istence, Israeli participants 
and Palestinian officials 
said Wednesday. 

The Tuesday night meet- 
ing came as Palestinian and 
Israeli negotiators struggled 
to reach an agreement that 
would allow Israel to carry 
out its long-delayed pull- 
back in the West Bank town 
of Hebron, home to some 
450 Jewish settlers and 
1 30.000 Palestinians. 

The question of how to 
prevent friction between the 
two communities, which 
include some of the most 
militant Jews and 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank, has been the focus of 
much of the two months of 
negotiations. 

An official close to Mr. 
Arafat, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, con- 
firmed the meeting took 
place. The official said the 
Palestinians were ‘’not 
enthusiastic" about the con- 
tact and refused to give 
details of tbe meeting. 

Jewish settlers from 
Hebron and the nearby set- 


tlement of Kiryat Arba were 
among the group of 1 2 who 
met with Mr. Arafat late 
Tuesday night, said David 
Bedein of the West Bank 
settlement of Efrat who par- 
ticipated in the meeting. 

Mr. Arafat shook every- 
one's hand and served 
orange juice and coffee dur- 
ing the 90-minute meeting 
that Mr. Bedein described 
as "cordial and busi- 
nesslike." 

‘There was no antago- 
nism. bur it was not a love 
fest." said Mr. Bedein. 

Mr. Bedein said the set- 
tlers requested the meeting 
with Mr. Arafat after 
Palestinian merchants put 
off business deals with 
Israelis pending approval 
from the Palestinian leader. 

Mr. Arafat appointed a 
liaison between Jewish 
businessmen and the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) to act as a 
go-between for such con- 
tacts including use of a 
Palestinian bus company 
for an Israeli tour of die 
town of Hebron. Mr. 
Bedein said. 

Yehuda Waxman. an 
Israeli who was also present 
at the meeting, said the 
group also "discussed ways 


of coexistence between the 
Jews and the Arabs in area" 
with Mr. Arafat. 

“We asked whether Arafat 
was going to finally make 
speeches in Arabic in which 
he promotes coexistence 
with Israel,” Mr. Bedein 
said. ‘“He nodded his head 
and said I do so all the 
time.” 

Mr. Waxman. whose son 
Nachshon was kidnapped 
by militants two years ago 
and killed during a rescue 
attempt by Israeli comman- 
dos, also proposed that Mr. 
Arafat participate in a cen- 
tre for tolerance he estab- 
lished in his son's name. 

The Council of Jewish 
Settlers, which represents 
many of the 140.000 settlers 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, said it opposed meet- 
ing with Mr. Arafat since 
the Palestinian leader calls 
for dismantling all settle- 
ments. 

Tsuriel Popovich, 

spokesman for Kiryat Arba 
where 6.000 settlers live, 
criticised the meeting. 

"We didn't approve of the 
prime minister meeting 
Arafat, so we’re certainly 
not going to approve of our 
own residents meeting 
him," Mr. Popovich said. 


Sharaa confirms Israel agreed 
in February to leave Golan 


LONDON (AP) — 
Confirming details of a com- 
prehensive peace agreement 
with Israel for the first time. 
Syria’s foreign minister said 
Tuesday that backtracking 
by the current Israeli govern- 
ment could torpedo the 
whole process. 

Israel and Syria agreed last 
February to a foil withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights 
and had planned security 
arrangements, bringing the 
parties closer than they ever 
had been to peace, Farouk Al 
Sharaa told reporters. 

Syria is demanding u 
return to that status quo 
before restarting talks with 
Israel, now led by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who has said he 
is not bound by his more 
dovish predecessors' 

unsigned agreements with 
Damascus. 

That could “ignite ail die 
old hostilities, hatred," Mr. 
Sharaa sold, accusing Israel 
of using “other means, other 
than negotiations’* to try and 
force Syria's hands. 

"The Israeli side has to 
accept the commitments and 


the undertakings that were 
reached during the last five 
years of negotiations.” he 
said. 

That contradicted the tone 
expressed by Mr. Netanyahu 
who Tuesday said he was 
confident Israel and Syria 
would make significant 
progress in peace talks dur- 
ing his four-year term in 
office. 

“I think that we will ... 
achieve ' in the next four 
years u breakthrough with 
Syria." he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu and his 
predecessor, Shimon Peres, 
have indicated that Israel 
agreed to a full withdrawal 
from the Golan when talks 
with Syria were suspended 
last February. Mr. 
Netanyahu has said he wants 
to restart negotiations, hut 
will not countenance a foil 
withdrawal front die Golan. 

Syria has always demand- 
ed an Israeli commitment to 
a foil withdrawal from the 
Heights as a precondition for 
peace (alks. 

Mr. Sharaa 's press confer- 
ence was die first time a 
Syrian confirmed the report. 


and gave some details. 

“U was agreed by both 
sides with (the) acknowl- 
edgement and the participa- 
tion of the United States as a 
major co-sponsor dial in any 
peace agreemenr Israel 
should withdraw fully from 
the Golan to the 4th of June. 
1967 lines." he said. 

That done. Syria was will- 
ing to conduct more substan- 
tive talks, and reach agree- 
ment with Israel on security 
arrangements. 

Mr. Sharaa would not say 
what these were, but the 
assassinated Israeli prime 
minister. Yitzhak Rabin, had 
suggested a withdrawal of 
Syrian forces to 20 kilome- 
ires from the Heights, and 
the presence of international 
peacekeepers on the 
Heights. 

"It is recorded, thousands 
of pages of minutes of meet- 
ings. messages. letters 
signed, etc.." the Syrian for- 
eign minister said. There 
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Curb the urge 
to shop — group 




wa> 


VANCOUVER. British 
Columbia (R) — Fed up 
with over-the-top commer- 
cialisation of Christmas? 
Here's a novel way to mark 
the beginning of the holiday 
shopping season: for just 
one day. buy absolutely 
nothing. “Buy Nothing 
Day.” organised by a loose 
coalition" of international 
groups, will be held on Nov. 
29. the day after America's 
Thanksgiving and the unof- 
ficial start of the Christmas 
and Chanukah gift-buying 
rush. It is usually one of the 
busiest shopping days of the 
year. "The concept is a 24- 
hour moratorium on con- 
sumer spending.” said Kaile 
Lasn. director of the 
Vancouver-based Media 
Foundation, one of the 
event's backers. Buy 

Nothing Day’s oiganisers 
hope more than 100,000 
people in the United States, 
Canada. Australia, New 
Zealand, the Netherlands, 
Britain. South Africa, 

Japan. Sweden and 

Belgium will fight off the 
urge to buy. Started by a 
Canadian group five years 
ago. the day aims to draw 
attention to overconsump- 
tion and its environmental 
and social consequences. 
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Explorer cracks 
mystery of 
gold -digging ants 
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PARIS (R) — A French 
explorer said he had 
cracked the 2.500-year-old 
mystery of “goldAjigging 
ants,” which were in fact 
marmots burrowing in gold- 
bearing sands high in the 
Himalayas. Frenchman 
Michel Peissel told Reuters 
he had spotted the mountain 
rodents on a rare expedition 
to the Karakoram 
Mountains of Baltistan, a 
remote region disputed by 
India and Pakistan. Peissel 
who has been exploring the 
Himalayas for 36 years, 
said the Greek historian 
Herodotus first reported 25 
centuries ago that natives of 
a mysterious region collect- 
ed gold brought by “ants 
bigger than foxes and 
smaller than dogs." 
Alexander The Great of 
Greece and Ottoman Sultan 
Suleiman the Magnificent 
were among many treasure 
hunters who had searched 
in vain for the ants' gold, he 
said. Peissel. 59. said he 
observed the marmots and 
the presence of a strata of 
gold-bearing sand one 
metre underground. 
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Almanac makes 
right royal blunder 


LONDON (R) — Old 
Moore's Almanac. Britain's 
ancient annual of astrologi- 
cal predictions, got its stars 
badly crossed by predicting 
a split next year between 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana. Charles and Diana 
were in fact divorced in 
August. Publishers of tbe 
300-year-old annual blamed 
the blunder in the new edi- 
tion on a lapse of concentra- 
tion by editorial staff. “It's 
an old-fashioned cock-up," 
admitted managing editor 
Barry Belasco. He said pre- 
dictions are prepared up to 
two years in advance and 
when going to print, staff 
overlooked the fact that the 
forecast had been overtaken 
by events. 
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Unlicensed Italian in 
drunken dash 
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PORDENONE (R) — 
Police who chased a mid- 
dle-aged Italian driver at top 
speed down a motorway on 
Tuesday discovered when 
they finally stopped his car 
that he was drunk and had 
never passed a driving test. 
They said the unnamed man 
had weaved his car in and 
out of the traffic at a speed 
of 180 kilometres per hour 
hour along the motorway 
near Pordenone north of 
Venice. The driver pretend- 
ed to stop at one point but 
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when he abandoned his car 
in a layby and tried to scale 
a roadside barrier. 
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